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Although we hope this issue does not affect you directly, it is important to recognize that this initiative applies to 
AYSO as a national member association. As such, we must acknowledge and address the growing crisis in youth 
soccer related to referee abuse and the associated disciplinary measures. 

Referee abuse—whether verbal, emotional, or physical—has become a serious concern across the country. 
This behavior not only undermines the integrity of the game but also contributes to a significant decline in 
referee recruitment and retention. Without referees, the game cannot go on.

As part of a U.S. Soccer national effort to combat this crisis, AYSO is committed to supporting stronger policies, 
increasing awareness, and enforcing appropriate penalties for misconduct.
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