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1 Introduction 

 More than 20 guests attended a ceremony on the 17th October 2016 at 
the Gayndah Heritage Railway Station in Queensland to unveil a marker and 
interpretation panel, awarding an Engineering Heritage Marker to the  
Degilbo-Mundubbera Railway Bridges, 1905-1914. 
The ceremony organised jointly by Engineers Australia Queensland Division 
and the North Burnett Regional Council was also supported by Department of 
Transport and Main Roads Queensland, Queensland Rail and the Gayndah 
Heritage Railway Rail Trail Inc. Representatives from these organisations as 
well as the local community attended. Most members of the regional council 
attended. 
 
 

2 Invitation and Media Release 

In recognition of William Pagan, Chief Engineer, Queensland Railways (1902-1911) 
 

 

 
   

 

 

Dear Allan,  

Engineers Australia Queensland and Engineering Heritage Australia request 

the pleasure of your company at the: 

Award of Engineering Heritage Marker 
Degilbo-Mundubbera Railway Bridges, 1905-1914   

to be unveiled by 
  

 Cr Rachel Chambers 
North Burnett Region Mayor 

The bridges on the Degilbo to Mundubbera line were the result of new 
design ideas and construction methods implemented by Queensland 

Railways' Chief Engineer, William Pagan.  
 

The variation in type and the proximity to each other on the same railway line 
are unique. In addition to steel and concrete bridges, there were also many 

traditional timber trestle bridges. The significance continues today as a 
tangible reminder of the engineering techniques and achievements of the 

railway engineers of the early 20th century. 
 

Light refreshments will be provided. 
 

This invitation is complimentary, however registration is essential. 
Please RSVP by Tuesday, 11 October 2016. 
 

 
  

     

 

Event Information 

 
Date: 
Monday 
17 October 2016 
 
Time: 
11.30am - 1.00pm 
 
Venue: 
Gayndah Heritage  
Railway Station 
9 National Street 
Gayndah 4625 
 
By Invitation Only 

   

 

    

 

 
 

 www.engineersaustralia.org.au/qld 

    

 

 

RegisterNowButton-01

http://click.e.engineersaustralia.org.au/?qs=461cdfec034966a980c818421f6fbe6fd4f106f78c1e80548f1f71b67c904a78
http://click.e.engineersaustralia.org.au/?qs=461cdfec034966a9890bd735aeb337909fcdca3b31b4eb4632d3192ee17c5801
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3 Program 

 Master of Ceremonies was Andrew Barnes chair of Engineering 
 Heritage Queensland 

1. Welcome by Andrew Barnes –acknowledges guests and apologies. 
 

2. Acknowledgment of Country. 
 

3. Andrew invites Mayor, Cr Rachel Chambers to welcome guests 
The Mayor speaks on the recognition, the work of the pioneers, 
the importance of the railway in the development of the region 
and the benefits the recognition brings to the local community. 
 

4. Andrew’s presentation of EHA and ceremony. 
Andrew outlined the heritage recognition program in EA and the 
importance of such ceremonies both to EA and to the local 
communities. He also highlighted the uniqueness of the style of 
the bridges recognised under this award. 
 

5. Andrew and the Mayor jointly unveil the Interpretation Panel. 
 

6. Andrew invites Allan Churchward EHQ member to outline the 
work behind the award. 
Allan explained the amount of work which Brian McGrath who 
was the driving force behind the recognition had undertaken. 
Brian had undertaken a number of trips to the site to photograph 
and to research the history of the bridges. Sadly Brian passed 
away in August 2016. 
 

7. Andrew invites Mayor to give a thank you speech. 
 

8. Andrew closes ceremony and invites all for refreshments 
 

9. Official Photographs 
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4 Interpretation Panels 

 Four Interpretation Panels have been installed by the North Burnett 
Regional Council. These are at the Gayndah Railway Station, the Gayndah 
Museum, the Mundubbera Railway Station and the Biggenden Railway Station. 
All have access to the general public. Two are shown below. 
 

    

      Gayndah Railway Station   Mundubbera Railway Station 

 

 

 

5 Acknowledgement - Brian McGrath 

 Brian McGrath, a member of Engineering Heritage Queensland was the 
driving force behind the recognition of this amazing array of bridge structures 
in regional Queensland. Brian was responsible for the detailed research into 
the history of the bridges and the designer responsible William Pagan. He 
gained approval from Engineering Heritage Australia for the bridges to be 
awarded an Engineering Heritage Marker. Sadly he passed away before he 
would see the culmination of his efforts - a ceremony awarding the 
Engineering Heritage Marker to the Degilbo-Mundubbera Railway Bridges, 
1905-1914. 

For a tribute to Brian by Engineers Australia visit here 

 

 

 

https://portal.engineersaustralia.org.au/news/vale-brian-leonard-mcgrath-1937-2016
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6 Photographs 

    
 Andrew welcomes guests  Mayor Rachel Chambers  

         
      Andrew and Mayor unveil the panel         Allan Churchward  

       
        North Burnett Regional Councillors, Mayor and Andrew 
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7 Newspaper Article 

 Gayndah Gazette  25 October 2016 

 

Re-produced with the approval of the Gayndah Gazette and 

author Kate Anbeek 


