PROPOSAL TO NOMINATE AN EHRP ITEM OF INTEREST

Meander River Bridge

Photograph taken by Graeme Nichols

Item Name:

Meander River Bridge

Other/Former Names:

Victoria Bridge

Locality:

Deloraine

Address:

Emu Bay Road, Deloraine

Co-ordinates

-41.524709, 146.658459

Nominated by:

Graeme Nichols

Contact Ph. & Email:

graeme.nichols@bigpond.com

EHA Branch:

Tasmania

Current Owner:

Meander Valley Council

Original Owner:

Public Works Department

Current use:

Bridge serving a council road

Former use:

Bridge serving the old Bass Highway, which passed through the township of
Deloraine.

Proposed use: In service

Item Condition:

Designer: Unknown

Builder: Finlayson Brothers
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Started:

1909 1910

Completed:

History:
(100 to 600 words)

The first bridge, which was built by convicts in 1831, was washed away by a
flood in 1844. It was replaced shortly after by a more substantial one, built
by convicts from the Probation Station on the western side of the river. This
bridge was constructed using timber beams supported by ‘pigsty’ log piers.
This bridge reached the end of its life and was in turn replaced in 1877. The
new bridge was named the Victoria Bridge, as it was officially opened on 2nd
June 1877 on Queen Victoria's birthday. The stone piers of that bridge still
service the present one although they have been widened and raised.

The bridge's wooden decking, which had quickly fallen into bad repair, was
replaced by a new super structure made of concrete and steel girders, in
October 1910. The tender for this work was let to Finlayson Bros.

In 1933, six memorial lamps were erected on each corner of the bridge by
families of prominent citizens.

In 1950 the bridge was widened but the shortage of structural steel delayed
the work. This delay was due to post-war shortage of materials — the
production of steel generally was only about half the 1939 output, while the
demand for it had increased.

By the 1970’s there was increasing concerns about the capacity of the bridge
to carry modern vehicle loads. Which subsequently led to the Deloraine
bypass being constructed in the 1980’s

Description:
(100 to 600 words):

The superstructure of the current bridge is a concrete “jack arch” type of
construction which consists of five spans of steel girders with concrete
arches located between the girders to support the road.

The substructure consists of masonry abutments and piers built to support a
previous wooden superstructure.

Engineering Significance:
(Refer Section 2.4 in ‘An Engineer’s
Guide to the Conservation of
Australia’s Engineering Heritage’)

This bridge is a good example of the “jack arch” type of construction for
superstructures which is rare in Tasmania and one of the earliest uses of
concrete for construction for superstructure.

Webpage Summary:
(200 to 300 words)

Meander River Bridge is a five span bridge with a steel girder and concrete
“jack arch” superstructure constructed in 1910. Masonry piers and
abutments support the structure and these were built in 1877 for a previous
timber bridge. The bridge was widened in 1950.

The current bridge is the fourth to be built at this site. All the previous
bridges had timber superstructures.

Engineering Theme

Bridges

Heritage Listing:
(State and/or Local Authority)

Tasmanian Heritage Listing, Reference 4795
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Photo 1: Photograph of the underside of the superstructure showing the concrete jack arches

supported by steel beams (photograph taken by Graeme Nichols)

Photo 2: Western Abutment
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(photograph taken by Graeme Nichols)
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Photo 3: Upstream elevation of the bridge showing bridge widening
(photograph taken by Graeme Nichols)
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