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93-01 Call to Order, Introduction, Roll Call 

Chairperson Skip Rognlien called the meeting to order at 9:20 AM, 
July 2, 1993 in Seattle, Washington. Since the meeting time had 
been changed at the last minute and all member clubs were not 
represented at the time of call to order, it wass decided to 
delay the roll call until 10:00 AM. 

93-02 Welcome to Seattle and Remake the circle 

Skip introduced Dana Backiel, one of the co-chairs of the Remake 
the Circle committee, who welcomed the IAGSDC to the tenth 
anniversary of the IAGSDC convention. The circle, being remade 
by returning to Seattle, the site of the first convention. 

93-03 State of the Association Address 

Skip Rognlien addressed several issues as to where the IAGSDC has 
become more involved in the "mainstre~m" of the general straight 
square dance community. By becoming involved and showing profile 
in USDA (United Square Dancers o:i America) , Legacy, International 
and having a booth at the National Convention, the IAGSDC has at 
least become a presence in the focus of tl1e square dance 
community. By having an 800 number, the IAGSDC has become more 
accessable for communication. We now have two display units 
which can be used to promote the IAGSDC. Skip emphasized that 
none of this comes cheaply to the association and the treasury 
issues would be addressed later in the meeting. In addition to 
our outreach programs to the straight community, we need to 
continue to better our profile in the gay community. Again, Skip 
stressed the need for a healthy treasury. In closing, Skip 
remarked that the true strength of our organization lay with our 
talents and that he encouraged every member of the board with the 
challenge to lead. 

Skip thanked James ozanich of Sacramento for his continual update 
of club information with regard to events, and James' assumption 
of the responsibility of calendar coordinator for the IAGSDC. 

A OMUJ \ ~TilA TO~ 

Skip introduced Karl Jaeckel, the Executive Seeretary of the 
Board who addressed the census report and stressed the need for a 
continual update of information on this report for the records of 
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the Association. The update of census information may be 
facilitated to Karl, since the 800 telephone number will now ~ 
reside with Karl in Denver. Please keep Karl apprised of changes ,_, 
as necessary. 

Skip also introduced Louis Torres, the editor of the book I.EH 
YEARS IAGSDC - A COLLECTION OF PAGES FROM OUR MEMORY BOOK. Louis 
indicated that the book was available for the price of $15 per 
copy and that there were 500 books available in total. A final 
accounting of the proceeds, if any would not be available until 
after all of the copies had been sold. Everyone was encouraged 
to purchase a copy. A suggestion from the floor was made that a 
copy of this book be donated to the Gay Archives. That 
suggestion was well received and encouraged by many board 
members. Special thanks were given to Louis Torres, Roger Coffin 
and Tammy Coddington who all helped to make this project happen . 

93-01.2 Roll Call 

At approximately 10:00 AM, Tom Tripp, Secretary, conducted the 
roll call of the club representation. All active clubs in the 
Association were present with the exception of the Chinook City 
Dance Club of Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Tardy for the roll call, 
but later showing for representation were Times Squares and 
Tinseltown Squares. 

Approval of Minutes from 1992 

The minutes of the 1992 meeting were approved as read with the 
exception of an indication correcting the number of women in the 
membership of Cream City Squares, and the spelling of the names 
of Ken DiGenova and Keith Snowdon. 

93-05 Treasurer's Report 

Treasurer, Darrell Ertzberger presented the Treasury report for 
the Association. In this presentation, Darrell indicated that 
the income the Association had been deriving from Banner Dances 
had dropped considerably during the past year. The report was 
approved by vote of the representatives. 

93-06 Approval of New Membership Applications 

Cadillac Squares - Detroit, Michigan applied for full 
membership. They currently have eight members and a class 
underway. Their full club membership was accepted 
unanimously. 

Diablo Dancers - concord, California applied for full 
membership. They currently have 28 members, approximately half 
of which are women. Their full club membership was approved 
unanimously. 



. . 

Rocket City Rainbow Squares - Huntsville, Alabama applied 
for full membership status. Their club begins with 17 
members, 12 men and 5 women. Their application for full club 
membership was approved unanimously. 

Mountain Laurel Squares - Hartford, Connecticut applied for 
re-classification from associate to full membership. 

Mountain Laurel now has 16 members and their full membership 
application was approved unanimously by the board. 

93-07 Review of Diamonds in the Desert 

Terrence Wilder was introduced and presented the financial report 
from the 1992 convention. As a result of the convention, 
Diamonds in the Desert was able to donate over $14,000 to worthy 
community service organizations in the Albuquerque area, as well 
as donations to the 1993, 1994 and 1995 convention committees and 
to the Gay Callers's Association. Terry also announced the 
official dissolution of the Albuquerque '92 corporation and 
withdrew its associate membership status from the IAGSDC. 

93-08 Incorporation of the IAGSDC 

Tom Tripp reported that the IAGSDC is now incorporated in the 
State of California as a Social Welfare organization under 
subsection 2370l(f) of the California Revenue and Taxation Code. 
The next part of the process of incorporation will be to file 
with the Internal Revenue Service for recognition under 
subsection SOl(c) (4), under section 501(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

93-09 Operating Budget - 1993/94 and Beyond 

Pursuant to his earlier State of the Association address, Skip 
began to explain to the board the importance of emergency funding 
for the IAGSDC. To further his points, Darrell Ertzberger 
supported the explanations of the spending trends and depletion 
of the treasury with illustrations, transparencies and overhead 
projections. This led the group into the discussion of proposals 
#1 and #2 which were distributed to the agendas. 

Proposal #1 read: Proposed to provide emergency funding for the 
IAGSDC by assessing each member club a one-time assessment of 
$3.00 per current member. 

Proposal #2 read: Proposal to provide emergency funding for the 
IAGSDC by assessing each member club a one-time assessment of 
$50.00. 

Skip explained that since both proposals dealt with the same 
subject eg. emergency funding of the Association, that the last 
proposal to pass would supersede the previous if both proposals 
passed. Each proposal would be treated as a separate entity and 



voted upon based upon its individual merits in producing the 
desired results. 

Discussion of proposal #1 began. General conversation and 
consensus seemed to agree that emergency funding would be 
necessary if the Association was to continue advertising and 
outreach. A friendly amendment to Proposal #1 was offered to 
reduce the special assessment per member from $3.00 to $2.00. A 
vote was taken and that friendly amendment was defeated by vote 
of the membership. 

The question was called on Proposal #1 and the proposal passed by 
a vote of 26 in favor, 11 opposed and 3 abstaining. 

Then began the discussion of Proposal #2. The question was 
called after a short period of debate and by vote of the board, 
the proposal was unanimously defeated. 

93-10 Restructure of the Financial Base of the organization 

Skip and Darrell then presented more data regarding the on-going 
funding of the organization. In order to continue the day-to-day 
operations of this growing organization it would be necessary for 
us to not only take care of the immediate fiscal needs of the 
1993 budget, but to also look at ways to fund the Association on 
an ongoing basis. Like the previous two proposals, Skip 
explained that Proposals #3 and #4 were somewhat mutually ~ 
exclusive and that the passage of one would supersede the other, 
since they both dealt with the same subject. 

Also, since both proposals dealt with a change to the IAGSDC By
laws the board was advised that the adoption of either proposal 
would require an approval by the general membership. 

Proposal #3 read: Proposed to change By-law Section 5, Paragraph 
1 to read as follows: 

"Dues shall be assessed on each full and associate member club on 
a "per member" basis, rate to be determined by the Executive 
Board each year, due and payable to the Treasurer on January 1 of 
each year. 

For new applications received after January 1, dues will be 
calculated using a formula by which the annual amount due will be 
prorated by the number of months remaining in the year." 

Proposal #4 read: Proposed to change By-law Section 5, Paragraph 
1 to read as follows: 

"A surcharge of $5.00 per convention registrant will be charged 
by each convention committee and will be payable directly to the 
Association." 



The ensuing conversations over these proposals was profuse and 
diverse. Although all representatives recognized the need for 
continual funding of the organization, not all were in agreement. 

The question was called on Proposal #3 and a vote was taken. The 
vote was evenly divided in favor and opposed. As per Section 7, 
item 1 of the By-laws, "Officers are non-voting members of the 
Executive Board, except for the Chairperson, who will cast a vote 
in the event of a tie." As per his appointed option, Skip 
Rognlien cast the deciding vote to adopt the proposal. 

Proposal #4 was discussed. A friendly amendment was offered to 
make the proposal not effective until 1996 because the prices of 
the prior conventions had already been set. There was 
conversation about how that caveat would def eat the purpose of 
funding the current needs of the organization. There was further 
conversation about the role of the Association and how it lends 
its name to the annual convention committees and whether it can 
make an assessment on the convention prices. The question was 
called and the motion was defeated. 

93-11 Right of the Chair to appoint IAGSDC representatives 

It was unanimously approved by the board to grant to the Chair 
the right to appoint delegates to represent the IAGSDC to the 
u.s.o.A., Legacy, and various committees including but not 
limited to National conventions. By doing this, the IAGSDC can 
be represented at these events by local or attending individuals, 
and would not require attendance by an officer of the 
organization. 

93-12 Restructure Membership Levels 

This proposal has been tabled until next year. The concept of 
the proposal is to restructure the organization membership levels 
to categorize non-square dance organizations. 

93-13 Change to the Name of the organization 

Again, two proposals had been made prior to the Board meeting. 

Proposal #5 read: Proposed to change the name of the Association 
to "International Association of Lesbian and Gay Square Dance 
Clubs." 

Proposal #6 read: Proposed to leave the name of the Association 
as is, but to be immediately followed by the words "A Lesbian and 
Gay Organization." This would be used on all official 
communications, stationery, newsletters, advertising, etc. (i.e., 
IAGSDC: A Lesbian and Gay Organization; or International 
Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs: A Lesbian and Gay 
Organization.) 
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Since this proposal had been presented to the organization 
ptrebvlidouslyt'a1ndth~ost recetnthly last year

1 
att.thefBoatrdh m7eting, b . ~ 

a e un i is year, ere was amp e 1me or e issue to e ~ 
discussed at the individual clubs. Each club representative came 
to the meeting with the opinions of their club and each voted 
according to their directives. 

Proposal #5 was defeated and Proposal #6 was adopted by majority 
vote. Henceforth, the name of the Association shall always be 
followed with the verbiage "A Lesbian and Gay Organization." 

93-14 Recognition and sanction of Advanced and Challenge 
Gatherings 

The question brought to the Board was should and how can the 
IAGSDC formulate the regulation and official sanctioning of 
yearly advanced/challenge weekends. After general Board 
conversation, it was generally agreed that such weekends would 
continue to occur whether or not under the banner of the IAGSDC. 
Since the annual convention of the IAGSDC has traditionally 
catered to the broader base of lower level dancers, it was 
determined that the Association should look at this added branch 
of advanced and challenge level dancers. 

A motion was made to set up a committee to propose how the IAGSDC 
could determine how advanced and challenge weekends will be 
administered, scheduled, sanctioned, etc. with regard to the 
IAGSDC and the Lesbian and Gay square dance community. The 
motion carried and the committee will be formed. 

93-15 Puture Conventions 

The Board re-confirmed the 1994 convention site to be held July 
4th weekend in Washington, D.C. 

The Board re-confirmed the 1995 convention sit to be held 
Memorial Day weekend, 1995 in Chicago, Ill. 

The Board confirmed the site of the 1996 convention to be held 
July 4th weekend that year in San Francisco, ca. 

The Board accepted a bid from Las Vegas, Nv. to host the annual 
convention in 1997. 

The Board entertained a tentative bid from Portland, Or. to host 
the 1998 convention. 

Times Squares of New York expressed an interest in hosting the 
annual convention in 1999. 

For the year 2000, Vancouver, BC, Canada, Toronto, Ont., Canada, 
and Baltimore, Md. all expressed interest in hosting the annual 
convention. 
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John Faulds, of Phoenix asked about what had happened to the 
committee which was to have addressed convention planning issues. 
When finding that the committee had dissolved because of an 
untimely death, he offered to re-form and re-establish the 
committee. That offer was accepted by the Board. 

93-16 Election of Officers 

The following officers were elected by acclamation of the Board: 

Secretary - John Faulds 
Treasurer - Darrell Ertzberger 
Vice-Chair - J. W. Paulson 
Chair - Bob Young 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:45 PM. 
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