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©hatever port of entry you 
use to get to Chicago, 
plane, train, bus or car, 

you'll need to know just how to 
get to the convention site, the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel. The address 
is 151 East Wacker Drive which 
probably means little to most 
visitors. The majority of 
conventioneers will be taking some 
form of commercial transportation 
to Chicago. These people can then 
use a local mode of transportation 
to get them to the hotel. There are 
a number of options though.

The easiest way to get to 
the hotel is to take a taxi. There 
are plenty at whatever station you 
might arrive and you only have to 
tell the driver the downtown Hyatt 
Regency on Wacker Drive and 
you'll be whisk away to the 
convention site. This ride will
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The Track 2 Chicago convention hotel the Hyatt Regency at 151 East 
Wacker and surrounding area. CTA train stops marked as *T' and parking 
as 'P'. Lake Shore Drive and the Lake are just to the east.

cost you about $30 from O'Hare, 
$20 from Midway, and less than 
$10 from the train or bus station.

A nice alternative to a cab 
is a limo. These are really not 
much more expensive and if shared 
with up to four people can be less 
expensive. You do have to 
arrange for a limo ahead of time 
but this is no problem at all. Ace 
limousine service is a recom
mended limo service that can be 
reached at (800)331-2231.

From the airports there is a 
shuttle service to the major 
downtown hotels. These vans 
called 'Airport Express' leave 
frequently between 6 AM and 
11:30 PM. The hotel courtesy

vans you'll see plenty of at O'hare 
are only for airport hotels; they 
will not get you to the convention. 
The cost for the shuttle buses 
range from about $19 to $25 for a 
round trip ticket depending on the 
airport. Make sure you ask for a 
round trip ticket, two one ways 
will cost you more. This service 
can be arranged ahead of time for 
a group. This way the van would 
go directly from the airport to the 
convention." A van can hold ten 
people and cost $130 one way.
To arrange this, phone (800)654- 
7871.

The least expensive means 
of transportation in Chicago is via
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Oou've just finished the Tip 
From Hell. Your partner 
can't tell right from left, your 
comer has breath that could stop a 

Mack Truck, and you yourself are 
blanking on the difference between 
Acey Deucy and Relay The Deucy. 
Time for a break from the dancing. 
How about a walking tour of 
Chicago's Loop?

The cluster of buildings the
Hyatt is located in is called The 
Illinois Center. Despite the great 
setting on the Chicago River with 
Lake Michigan just a Grand Swing 
Through away, the Illinois Center 
is a drab collection of 
undistinguished boxes. But do 
notice the 9-hole golf course - the 
only downtown urban course in 
America - just east of the 
Swissotel. Also take a glance at 
the 90- story Amoco Building.
When it was built, it used up so 
much marble it depleted an entire 
quarry in Italy. Things went fine 
for awhile, but then those marble 
panels started to warp. The fine 
folks at Amoco realized it was just 
a matter of time before one of them 
dropped off and landed on the head 
of an unsuspecting passer-by. So, 
many millions of dollars and 
numerous lawsuits later, the marble 
came off. What you see now is 
home-grown American granite. So 
far they are holding on just fine.

Let's leave the Illinois
Center and head south on Michigan 
Avenue. From the river to 
Congress, about 8 blocks, you'll see

some of the finest buildings in the 
city. The Carbon and Carbide 
Building at 230 N. Michigan has 
gold leaf glazed onto its tower and 
base. (And you know how gold is 
as an accent piece). The Cultural 
Center at Michigan and 
Washington is a true gem both 
inside and out. Go in to see the 
Tiffany mosaics on the walls and 
ceilings. Orchestra Hall at 220 S.

The Water Tower on north Michigan avenue was 
one of the few structures to survive the Chicago fire 
of 1871. The 100 storey ‘Big John’ stands behind.

Michigan is home to our Chicago 
Symphony. And best of all is the 
Auditorium Building at 430 S. 
Michigan, the architect Louis 
Sullivan. It houses the Auditorium 
Theatre, one of the finest in the 
world.

Grant Park on the east side 
of Michigan is the loop’s park; 
enjoy the wild flower garden, the 
rose garden, and all kinds of 
picnicking places. It also gives you 
a chance to stand back and see the 
entire city skyline. You may be 
wondering about that funny 
building with a diamond-shaped 
roof at 150 N. Michigan. Its 
design is controversial to say the 
least. But that roof is covered with 
solar panels and the developers 
claim it is environmentally 
advanced.

Now let's explore Michigan 
Avenue north of the river. This 
part of downtown has changed 
dramatically in the last decade. It 
used to be lined with graceful, 
dignified buildings. But little by 
little, developers have turned our 
"Magnificent Mile" into a vertical 
shopping arcade. Water Tower 
Place, Chicago Place, Neiman 
Marcus, Bloomingdale's - hey, you 
can shop till you drop. Right now 
the fight between architectural 
preservationists and Gucci mavens 
is focused on the building at 520 
N. Michigan. Developers want to 
build a Nordstrum's on the site. So 
the battle is on. Come to our fly-in 
next year and see who wins.

But there are still some 
marvelous buildings on this street. 
First, on the east side of the street is 
the Tribune Tower. It's a Gothic 
lover's dream, what with its flying 
buttresses and great arch entrance. 
Just above first floor level you'll see 
pieces of stone pilfered from 
famous buildings like the Taj 
Mahal and Westminster Abbey, 
embedded into the limestone. 
Right across the street is every 
Chicagoan's favorite - The Wrigley 

(Continued on page 3)

Page 2



(Continued from page 1)

the Chicago Transit Authority 
(CTA). You can take a train from 
either commercial airport to 
downtown for $1.50. This will get 
you to within five to seven blocks of 
the hotel. Then you can walk or 
take a cab. From O'hare take the 
blue line to the State of Illinois 
Building (Clark and Lake streets) 
stop which is under ground. From 
Midway take the orange line to the 
Wabash and Randolph stop which is 
elevated. Walk east to Michigan 
Avenue from either stop and then 
North to Wacker Drive. The hotel 
is one block east of Michigan on 
Wacker Drive.

If you drive yourself to the 
convention you will need to plot 
your course using a map. To find 
the hotel look for Wacker Drive 
which follows the south side of the 
Chicago river as it meets Lake 
Michigan. The Michigan Avenue 
bridge over the Chicago River is 
one of Chicago's most prominent 
locations and one of the worlds 
great urban spaces. You can't miss 
it on a map of the city or when your 
driving. Again, the hotel is just 
east of Michigan on Wacker.

Chicago is the major 
transportation hub in central North 
America. Getting to the city will 
not be a problem. Finding your 
way around once you get here 
depends on a number of factors.
The city is laid out on a simple grid 
with few natural elements to 
complicate matters. Even the CTA 
train and bus system is relatively 
simple. Don't let the size of the 
buildings get in the way of your 
getting around easily. If you have 
questions call the convention 
information line at (312)357-3232.
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THURSDAY - 5/25

-6:00 PM Registration Opens 
-7:00 - 11:00 PM Trail-End Dance

FRIDAY - 5/26

-8:00 AM to Noon
IAGSDC Board Mtg.

-9:00 AM to Noon Level Workshops 
all dance halls

-1:00-1:30 PM GCA Callers 
1:30 - 4:30 PM Dancing all halls

- 4:30 - 5:30 PM Special Events
- 6:45 - 7:00 PM Opening Ceremony 
-7-11 PM Dancing all halls 
-11:00 PM Special Events

Saturday - 5/27

- 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM GCA Meeting
- 9:00 AM - to Noon Dancing all halls
- 1:00- 1:30 PM GCA Callers
- 1:30 - 4:30 PM Dancing all halls
- 4:30 - 5:00 PM Line-Up
- 5:00 - 6:30 PM Grand March
- 7:00 - 8:30 PM Banquet
- 9:00 - 11:00 PM Dancing all halls
- 11:00 PM Special Events

Sunday 5/28

- 9:00 AM to Noon Dancing all halls
- Noon - 1:30 PM Brunch
- 1:30-2:30 PM

IAGSDC General Mtg.
- 2:30 - 5:30 PM Dancing all halls 
-5:30-6:30 PM Special Events
- 7:00 - 7:30 PM GCA Callers
- 7:30 - 10:30 PM Dancing all halls 
-10:30 -11:00 PM Closing Ceremony

Monday 5/29

- 10:00 AM-2:00 PM
Fun Badge Tour
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SPECIAL EVENTS

(Tentative Schedule)
FRIDAY- 5/26 
-4:30-5:30 PM 

Women’s meet and greet 
Bear Tip

Toronto Demo Squares

- 11:00 PM-Midnight 
Midnight Tip

SATURDAY - 5/27 
Noon -1 PM 
Singles Tip

Concrete Canyon Cloggers

- 1:30-3:00 PM
Recruiting Workshop 
-11:00 PM-Midnight

Honky Tonk Queen Contest

SUNDAY - 5/28
- 4:00 - 6:00 PM 

Convention Planning Mtg.
-5:30-6:30 PM 

Leather Tip

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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Building. This building is so pretty 
the city floods it with light at night. 
So all that Juicy Fruit you've bought 
over the years really did some good.

Farther up the street at 
Michigan and Chicago stands the 
landmark Water Tower. It made 
it through the Great Chicago Fire 
of 1871. Up another 2 blocks is 
the 1 OO-story John Hancock Center 
with its distinctive X's up the side. 
Right across from "Big John" is 
another Gothic masterpiece, Fourth 
Presbyterian Church. Take note of 
the "to-die-for" stained glass.
Finally, the grand Drake Hotel, one 
of the few places to serve High Tea 
each afternoon.

OK, you've been gone long 
enough. There are partners to 
swing, comers to allemande. Time 
to go back and dance.
Brian Treglown

Page 3



> PACKING «
i PONDERINGS J

©o, you leave for Chicago 
soon and your trying to 
decide what to pack. Shipping 

your entire wardrobe was just too 
much of a hassle and Louis 
Vuitton never looks good bulging 
at the seams. Besides, moving a 
mountain of luggage through an 
airport can stress out anyone and 
ruin your weekend.

A smart plan of attack is to 
start with the essentials and build 
from there. There are some things 
everyone needs. Comfortable 
shoes are a must. You may look 
sharp in those new boots but your 
feet will go numb dancing in them 
for three days. Shoes with more 
traction will work better on the 
masonite flooring that will be in 
most dance halls, too. Clothes that 
are comfortable are important too. 
Check the Chicago forecast to 
know whether or not to bring 
shorts or sweaters. Bring your 
club badge so people can 
remember your name. Club attire 
will be worn during the grand 
march.

Next you must decide what 
drag tickles your fancy for the

weekend. Will you do western, 
butch, femme, hard-core queer, 
guppy, square dance fanatic, 
leather, latex, or lace. If your 
nickname is Sibyl (dead you 
know); go get another truck. 
Everyone likes to let out their 
inner self or try new things at one 
of these affairs, so get in touch 
and go wild. Have fun with it.

A few hints from exper
ienced conventioneers might help 
you pack more efficiently. 
Crinolines pack well in big round 
packing tubes. Studded leather 
will never make it through a metal 
detector. Stuff wigs with 
newspaper to keep their set 
(Stephanie has retired so, the big 
hair title is wide open). Badges 
with tangles longer than three feet 
are hazardous to other dancers. A 
small towel to mop your brow 
will come in handy.

If everything fits so far and 
is within the airlines weight limits; 
you can add a few nice things to 
have. An umbrella or rain wear is 
always good, Chicago's weather 
can change quickly. A camera 
will keep all those memories 
intact. Checks will be needed to 
pay for things not available by 
plastic. Don’t forget your 
manners. Introducing yourself in 
a square is the quickest way to 
turn strangers into friends.

Hopefully this will help 
you narrow in on what to bring to 
Chicago. If you lean toward the 
anal side you've probably already 
typed up a packing list and sent 
things to the cleaners. If you lean 
the other way, good luck. If you 
can't make decisions, maybe 
shipping your wardrobe isn't such 
a bad idea. JDPope

TRACK 
TALK

TOTAL REGISTRATION
896 as of 4/30/95

Level % Reg

Mainstream 11%

Plus 32%

Advanced 32%

Cl 13%

C2 5%

C3-C4 4%

Non Sq Dancer 3%

- The Hyatt’s special T2C room rate is 
only good until 5/17. Reserve your room 
by then.

- Late checkout at the Hyatt is available 
Monday for those on the FBT and others, 
as available. You must ask for it 
yourself.

- There will be no smoking in the hotel 
except in designated areas (Bars etc.); in 
order to comply with city ordinances.

- A reminder that club banners should be 
sent by 5/12 to: Steve Miller, c/o ETI 
Suite 1870, 180 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60601.

- Chicago’s Museum of Science and 
Industry has just opened the country’s 
first permanent exhibit on AIDS. Plan to 
stop by during your visit here.

- Good lodging in Chicago’s gay 
community: City Suites on Belmont 
(312)404-3400 and Park Brompton 
Hotel (312)404-3499.
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