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D ecem ber 20 0 4 , Volum e 1 Translated From  the O riginal Standard Silicon G alactic

Star Thru the Silicon Galaxy
O fficial N ew s about the 2 0 0 5  IA GSD C  C onvention for Intergalactic R eaders

In July 2005, an intergalactic 
portal w ill open betw een the S ilicon 
G alaxy and the S ilicon Valley. 
W hether this is your first trip to the 
region or your billionth, you'll have 
an opportunity to learn, to have 
fun, and to enjoy the local culture.

W here is Silicon Valley? S ilicon 
Valley is a collection of cities and 
com m unities about 35 m iles south 
of San Francisco, at the south end 
of the B ay. The S ilicon G alaxy con-
vention hotel is located in Santa 
C lara; other local m unicipalities 
include San Jose, P alo A lto, Sunny-
vale, and M ountain V iew . There are 
m any others. 

B efore the advent of high-tech 
industries, the area w as know n as 
The Valley of the H eart's D elight 
because of the m any orchards—
prunes, apricots, and cherries 
w ere the top crops. S ince the 
1 9 7 0s, the grow th of high-tech 
firm s has eclipsed the grow th of 
fruit trees. A dobe System s, A pple 
C om puter, C isco S ystem s, G oogle, 
H ew lett-P ackard, and Sun M icro-
system s are all headquartered in 
the area, and thousands of high-
tech firm s have offices here.

Hot and C old, D ry and B reezy. 
The geography of northern C ali-

fornia is as varied as it is beautiful. 
This leads to w eather that can 
change dram atically w ithin just a 
few  m iles.

Inland areas like S ilicon Valley 
average about 8 4  F during the day 
in July. The relative hum idity stays 
below  30% , and it alm ost never 
rains betw een M ay and O ctober. 
The days are long and hot but at 
night, the tem perature drops to a 
com fortable 60 degrees. 

C oastal areas like San Francisco 
or M onterey in July average around 

7 0 F, w ith low s around 55 F. It can 
be w indy and, if the sun isn't shin-
ing, dow nright cold. 

B e sure to dress for the areas 
you visit!

A  Sam pler of A ttractions. S ilicon 
Valley and the surrounding areas 
have a lot to offer:
The Tech Museum of Innovation 

in dow ntow n San Jose focuses on 
technology and how  it changes how  
w e w ork, live, play, and learn. The 
m useum  includes an IM A X  theater. 

The W inchester Mystery House 
is a 1 60-room  V ictorian m ansion 
built over the course of 38  years 
and is reputed to be haunted. 
Paramount's Great America is a 

top-notch am usem ent park, w ith 
thrill rides and lots of rollercoast-
ers. A ccess to the Crocodile 
Dundee Boomerang Bay w ater park 
is included w ith park adm ission. 
The park is located next to the con-
vention hotel and discount adm is-
sions w ill be available.
Santa Cruz is located about 35 

m iles south of San Jose. The tow n 
has a boardw alk and beaches and 
proudly boasts its tolerance of dif-
ferent kinds of people. 
Monterey is just south of Santa 

C ruz. The M onterey B ay A quarium  
has a trem endous display of local 
sea life, and w as the site at w hich 
Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home w as 
film ed. (W e love that film .)

There are m any wineries 
throughout S ilicon Valley. The local 
clim ates are good for grow ing 
grapes and C alifornia w ines are 
w idely regarded as am ong the best 
in the w orld. You don't have to visit 
N apa Valley to taste good w ine or 
to tour w ineries.
Yosemite National Park is four 

hours aw ay but is w ell w orth the 

W here is Silicon Valley?

trip to see natural beauty the w ay 
A nsel A dam s and countless other 
naturalists saw  it. 

O ne of the biggest attractions is 
the San Francisco P ride celebra-
tion, w hich takes place the w eek-
end before convention! 

W e w ould like to know  w hat 
tours m ight interest you. P oint your 
brow sing device to our w ebsite 
(w w w .S iliconG alaxy.org) and follow  
the links to a poll about preconven-
tion tours!

M ain A irports. You can get to the 
S ilicon G alaxy through three inter-
national airports:

M ineta San Jose International 
A irport (airport code SJC ) is 
located about 4  m iles from  the con-
vention hotel. It's about a $ 1 5 cab 
ride (one w ay) from  the airport. The 
hotel does not run a shuttle to the 
airport.

San Francisco International A ir-
port (airport code SFO ) is about 30 
m iles north of the hotel. It's about 
$ 4 0 by shuttle to the hotel and 
about $ 9 0 by cab (one w ay).

O akland International A irport (air-
port code O A K ) is about 30 m iles 
northeast of the hotel. It's about 
$ 4 0 by shuttle to the hotel and 
about $ 9 0 by cab (one w ay).
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The Santa C lara M arriott hotel is 
proud to w elcom e the IA G SD C  
2005 S tar Thru the S ilicon G alaxy 
square dance convention! This con-
vention is intended for hum anoid 
lifeform s only. N o provision has 
been m ade for nonhum anoids. 

Facilities. The M arriott has 7 4 8  
room s distributed across several 
w ings and tw o tow ers, w ith a pool 
and spa area to help you relax 
betw een tips. D uring the conven-
tion, the pool w ill be open from  
5 A M  to 1  A M . The fitness center 
is open 24  hours per day for hotel 
guests. Spa services, such as m as-
sage, require an appointm ent. 

Flooring in the dance halls w ill be 
exactly the sam e as at the 2004  
convention: the hard plastic flooring 
w as judged better to dance on than 
bare w ood or carpeting. 

P arking is free for registered 
hotel guests. N onregistered guests 
pay a $ 6/ day parking fee.

The M arriott is located next to 
Paramount's Great America, an 
am usem ent park w ith roller coast-
ers and other thrill rides. W hile the 
properties are next to one another, 
the m ain entrance to the am use-
m ent park is about a ten-m inute 
w alk from  the hotel lobby.

A bout 1 5 to 20 m inutes aw ay by 
foot is the M ercado Shopping C en-
ter, w hich contains several restau-
rants. 

Santa C lara M arriott 
W elcom es IA G SD C

Food C hoices Near the M arriott Hotel

W ithin ten m inutes by foot of the hotel m ain lobby:
A n outdoor shopping center is about 
1 5 to 20 m inutes aw ay by foot:

A  sm all convenience store
A m arin Thai C uisine
B ennigans
D onut D en
H ouse of B agels
International H ouse of Pancakes
M ission C ity C offee
Pedro’s M exican R estaurant

R ound Table P izza
Su P ing Szechuan C uisine
Sushi Express
International H ouse of P ancakes
Togo's (subm arine sandw iches)

B en and Jerry’s Ice C ream
In-N -O ut B urger
Jam ba Juice
M exicali G rill
Sushi Lovers
Taxi’s H am burgers
Tom atina (Italian)
W orld W rapps

Food. The hotel has a S tarbucks 
coffee kiosk and tw o restaurants. 
Character’s Sports Bar is an infor-
m al sports bar and grill. The m ore 
upscale Parcel 104 presents haute 
cuisine at over $ 30/ entree.

The hotel is located in a m ostly 
com m ercial area of Santa C lara. 
There are plenty of food choices 
w ithin w alking distance, as listed in 
the table below . B ecause there are 
m any local food choices, the con-
vention is not offering a m eal deal. 

R oom  A m enities. A ll room s have 
either a single king size bed or tw o 
full-sized beds. R ollaw ay beds are 
available free on a first-com e, first-
served basis at check-in until they 
run out; afterw ards, they cost 
$ 1 5/ night. A ll room s have an iron 
and ironing board; at check-in, you 
can request a refrigerator for a 
tow er room . For all w ho register 
using the convention group codes, 
hi-speed internet connectivity is 
included in the room  rate. A ll 
room s have cable TV  and on-
dem and video services. The room s 
do not contain D V D  players.

R oom  C hoices. V isitors to the S ili-
con G alaxy have their choice of 
room s in the high-rise tow ers, pool-
side room s (the pool is open until 
1 A M ), and courtyard room s. In 
addition, you can get concierge-
level or firew orks view  room s. 
Suites are also available. 

Firew orks. The M arriott is next to 
Paramount's Great America, w hich 
puts on a large firew orks show  
each year. W e expect the firew orks 
to be on July 4 th, but the date 
som etim es changes, and a firm  
date has not yet been announced. 
O n that evening, all streets near 
the hotel w ill be extrem ely crow ded 
w ith people attending the firew orks 
show . R oad closures m ay interfere 
w ith hotel access. W e strongly 
urge you to plan your stay so that 
you do not have to leave the hotel 
betw een 5 and 1 1 P M  that 
evening, if you can.

R oom  R ates. The convention room  
rates are valid from  June 24  
through July 9 , 2005: 
• $ 1 1 0 for tow er, courtyard, and 

poolside room s, single through 
quad occupancy 

• $ 1 30 for concierge level or fire-
w orks view  room s, single 
through quad occupancy 

• $ 59 5 for suites 
S tate and local taxes are extra 

(currently 9 .5%  plus $ 0.25 per 
room ).

R eservations. You m ust m ake your 
reservation by June 6, 2005 in 
order to secure the convention 
room  rate.

To reserve a room  by telephone, 
call 8 00-228 -9 29 0 and m ention 
group S tar S ilicon G alaxy and/ or 
the follow ing group codes: SSG A  
for $ 1 1 0/ night room s, or SSG C  
for $ 1 30/ night concierge room s. 
To request firew orks view  room s, 
please call the hotel directly at 
4 08 -9 8 8 -1 500. 

http://marriott.com/property/propertypage/SJCGA


S tar Thru the S ilicon G alaxy N ew s • 3

N ote: D ancing at this conven-
tion is restricted to hum anoid life 
form s. The organizers assum e no 
responsibility for unplanned debra-
chiations, low  gravity accidents, or 
brain spills.

The finest callers in the universe w ill 

guide your every step…

Saundra B ryant M ichael K ellog

V ic C eder K iyoshi K ikuchi

A ndy Finch A ndy Shore

R ob French A nne U ebelacker

N eil H eather D ave W ilson

M ike Jacobs B ronc W ise
���������	�
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 (unconfirm ed) 

If you received this new sletter in 
the m ail, the address label can tell 
you about our record of you.

Look at the codes or letters 
above your nam e:
• A  registration num ber above 

your nam e m eans you are regis-
tered for the 2005 convention.

• The letters fbt indicate you have 
signed up for the Fun B adge 
Tour.

2103 fbt 
Anita Mann
1313 Mockingbird Lane
Major, MO 63401-0579

R egistration num ber

Fun B adge Tour

Som e of the address labels 
m ight look like this:

If you see [phx] above your 
nam e, it m eans that w e got your 
nam e from  the 2004  P hoenix con-
vention and w e are sending this 
new sletter to you as a courtesy. 
You are not registered for the 
2005 convention.

C ontact us for questions or 
updates.

[phx]
Chris P. Dancer
1701 Janeway Pike
Tellme, WY 82072-1312

W here w e got your nam e

C heck the A ddress Label

A s you plan your trip to the S ili-
con G alaxy, please consider the fol-
low ing points.

R egister now . You can obtain 
your passport to the convention by 
postal m ail or online at the conven-
tion w ebsite. The rates go up at the 
end of January 2005. Save m oney 
and secure your passport now , 
w hile you still can.

D ecide on arrival and departure 
dates. The SF P ride celebration is 
the w eekend before convention; it's 
an am azing event that you w on't 
w ant to m iss! B etw een P ride w eek-
end and the convention, there are 
plenty of activities— m useum s, 
tours, w ineries— to entertain and 
delight you. The preconvention 
tours have not yet been decided; 
help us by going to the convention 
w ebsite and taking our poll on pos-
sible tours.

M ake your room  reservations. 
You can either call or use the w eb 
to reserve a room . B e sure to use 
the convention group codes.

Stay inform ed! Further editions 
of this new sletter w ill contain con-
vention new s and other helpful 
inform ation. In addition, w e update 
the convention w ebsite regularly. 

Talk to your friends! C onvention 
is as m uch fun as you bring to it!

P lan Now !

D ance w ith 
Fabulous 
C allers!

Square D ance Invaders!
A s of N ovem ber 23, 2004 , w e 

have sighted the follow ing dance 
invasion force:

Num ber of D ancers, by Level

N on-dancer 6

M ainstream 1 5

P lus 9 3

A 1 1 3

A2 1 4 1

C 1 8 8

C2 55

C3A 20

C3B 23

C 4 21
����� ������
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Excitem ent is building for the 
2005 convention at the S ilicon G al-
axy! 

G eneral Statistics

R egistrations 4 8 7

Sex Fem ale: 9 6
M ale: 38 8����������

:  3

S igned up for Fun 
B adge Tour

1 53

Federation w orlds 
represented

6
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Passports

W rite to us or register online. A ll passports are fully transferable. C ontact us for details.

Dancers

Non-Dancers

Through 1 / 31 / 2005
2/ 1 / 2005 through 4 / 30/ 2005

A fter 4 / 30/ 2005

Through 1 / 31 / 2005
A fter 1 / 31 / 2005

$ 1 65
$ 1 8 0
$ 1 9 5

$ 8 0
$ 9 0

Cancellations and Refunds Through 1 / 31 / 2005
2/ 1 / 2005 through 4 / 30/ 2005

A fter 4 / 30/ 2005

Full refund, m inus $ 30 handling charge
Full refund, m inus $ 50 handling charge
N o refund

Host Hotel

The Santa C lara M arriott
27 00 M ission C ollege B lvd.
Santa C lara, C A  9 5054
P hone 4 08 –9 8 8 –1 500
Fax 4 08 –352–4 353
R ates guaranteed until 6/ 6/ 2005

R eservations (except firew orks-view ):
8 00-228 -9 29 0

Room  Reservations by Phone

Tow er/ poolside/ courtyard room s:
$ 1 1 0/ night + state &  local taxes
C ode SSG A

C oncierge room s:
$ 1 30/ night + state &  local taxes
C ode SSG C

Firew orks-view  room s only:
C all 4 08 –9 8 8 –1 500

Room  Reservations Online

Tow er/ poolside/ courtyard room s:
$ 1 1 0/ night + state &  local taxes
C ode SSG SSG A

C oncierge room s:
$ 1 30/ night + state &  local taxes
C ode SSG SSG C

M arriott O nline: http:/ / m arriott.com / property/ propertypage/ SJC G A

Contact the M inions of the Silicon Galaxy

O nline w w w .S iliconG alaxy.org M ail S tar Thru the S ilicon G alaxy
Em ail registration@ S iliconG alaxy.org P O  B ox 1 9 4 1
P hone 650–7 4 7 –0622 M ountain V iew , C A  9 4 04 2–1 9 4 1

Star Thru the S ilicon G alaxy
P O  B ox 1 9 4 1
M ountain V iew , C A  9 4 04 2 –1 9 4 1
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