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MIDEAST UNREST PROMPTS GWTW 2011 STUDY
Washington, D.C., April 1, 2011:

High-ranking White House officials, requesting anonymity, today revealed the Obama administration is seeking 
funding from the Department of Energy for a study of innovative ways to harness the energy generated at the 
annual IAGSDC convention, this year being held in Atlanta, Georgia, and aptly named Gone with the Windmill. 
Citing recent advances in the development of alternative energy sources and small-scale experiments with gerbils 
on cutting-edge dance flooring with energy-capture cells embedded into the polymer material, it is estimated that 
the more than 120 hours of dancing at the convention could produce enough power to light up West Hollywood 
for 15 days.

When asked why the study was being conducted at a gay square dance convention instead of the mostly 
heterosexual National Square Dance Convention, this year being held in Detroit, the anonymous source said 
that recent studies showed that “straight” dancing generated much less energy. He also cited the hours of 
round dancing as a net energy loss: “While the twinkle is an interesting dance step, as are all the round dance 
movements, it does not generate one third the energy of the weave-the-ring flourish that the gay dancers regularly 
employ,” he stated.

If the findings are favorable in Atlanta, further studies will resume in 2013 in San Francisco, California, site of 
Weave Your Heart in San Francisco, the 30th annual IAGSDC convention. When asked why the study would skip 
a year, the official said that recently passed legislation from Tea Party members prohibited spending federal funds 
in a foreign country, effectively eliminating the installation of the prototype flooring at Dance Up A Storm, the 
2012 convention in Vancouver, British Columbia.

Upon hearing of the grant, a spokesman for 
the National Association of Family Values 
said that it was obviously just another 
attempt to advance the homosexual agenda 
and would ultimately lead to the destruction 
of traditional sources of energy. “Those 
homosexuals shouldn’t be allowed around 
gerbils, and we should be exploring natural 
gas and oil deposits under Yellowstone and 
Yosemite instead of seeking energy from 
sinners,” he said.

REMIND YOUR FRIENDS!  
The registration rate goes up after April 30th. REGISTER NOW!

Be sure to go to our website for forms, updates and the latest information.  
www.atlanta2011.com



GCA CALLER SCHOOL 2011

TOURS

Callaway Gardens & The Little White House 
Wednesday, June 29, 2011 
Departs 8:30 a.m. 
Returns 5:30 p.m. 
$110 per person

Biltmore House, Asheville, NC 
Thursday, June 30, 2011 
Departs 7:30 a.m. 
Returns 8:30 p.m. 
$119 per person

Like Scarlett said, “Tomorrow is another day,” but why wait another day before signing up for one of our pre- or 
post-covention tours? There are plenty of spaces available on each tour. For a detailed description, please see our 
January and February newsletters, available on our website: http://www.iagsdc.org/atlanta2011/newsletters.html

By Brian Jarvis & Allan Hurst
Have you ever wondered what it takes to be a caller? 
Maybe you’ve spent so many nights singing along to 
singing calls that you want a chance to solo them? Perhaps 
you’re a caller who’s a bit out of practice, and wants to get 
back into the swing of things. Or you might be a current, 
active caller who wants to sharpen up your performance.

The 2011 GCA Caller School is just the ticket for all of 
these situations, and more! Come join us June 28-30, 2011 
at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis!

This year, we’re featuring CALLERLAB certified caller 
coaches Ken Ritucci and Deborah Carroll-Jones! (If there’s 
sufficient pre-registration demand, a third coach may be 
added.)

New callers will be shown good microphone techniques 
and presentation, how to move dancers around the floor 
smoothly, how to make the most of your music, how to 
write good choreography (and avoid common choreo 
mistakes!), as well as the basics of sight-resolving a square.

Intermediate and Advanced callers will expand on these 
topics, and receive more personalized coaching from the 
instructors and an opportunity to review and refine their 
skills with their calling peers.

Whether new or experienced, all attendees will have an 
opportunity to share their ideas, problems and experiences 
with their calling peers and obtain productive feedback to 
take back to their home clubs.

This year, with the generous support of All Join Hands, the 
registration fee is a mere $75!

Perhaps you’d prefer just to watch?  As always, the caller 
school also needs dancers to act as checkers for the student 
callers. If you’re attending Gone With the Windmill and can 
spare a few hours to assist the school, our calling students 
(and coaches!) will be very appreciative!

For more information about the caller school, the 
registration process and forms for applying for a 
scholarship, see the GCA web site at www.gaycallers.org.



Savannah, GA 
Tuesday, July 5, 2011 
Departs 7:00 a.m. 
Returns 8:30 p.m. 
$109 per person

Sunday, July 3, 2011 
Departs 7:00 a.m. 
Returns 12:00 p.m. 
$50 per person

Stone Mountain Park 
Saturday, July 2, 2011 
Departs 9:30 am 
Returns 2:30 pm 
$55 per person 

Atlanta City Tour 
Friday, July 1, 2011 
Departs 9:00 a.m. 
Returns 1:00 p.m. 
$39 per person

FUN BADGE TOUR
Mammy didn’t like having to kill all the members of the Fun Badge Tour committee, but 
there had been a leak as to our FABULOUS locations. Mammy knows loose lips sink ships 
(and can spoil a frock— just ask Monica 
Lewinski). So we are now looking for a few 
new FBT committee members. Applicants 

should have lockjaw. Their work load will be light as we already have 
signed contracts with a number of the most important sites in Atlanta. 
The locations are SOOOOOOOOOOO good, I understand why the 
former committee members could not contain themselves and spilled 
the beans, thus forcing Mammy into acts of violence. I just hope I can 
contain my excitement about the Fun Badge Tour or I may be forced to 
mammycide to keep the secret.  



Each issue of the The Spin will feature members of our calling staff. This month we meet Anne and John.  
CALLERS

Anne was born and grew up in Peterborough, Ontario, of Scottish parents who shared with 
her their interest and  talent in music. They all played instruments in the home, and Anne,  
who has been playing since age 7, has a musical expertise that extends to the accordion, 
saxophone, and clarinet. As a teenager, Anne and her Dad played at a local dinner club 
(background music for dining). 
Anne’s parents were very much into ballroom dancing. As a child Anne knew nothing 
of square dancing. After finishing high school her parents took square-dancing lessons. 
When a local Mainstream caller was having a weekend dancing campout that her parents 
were planning to attend, they invited Anne to come along to swim, enjoy the outdoors, or 
whatever since she had no specific plans for that weekend. It turned out that the dance was 
one person short of an additional square and Anne was drafted to fill in. After three days 
and a lot of push, pull, and shove, she was dancing (almost a Plus level) — and she was 
hooked! 
Anne began dancing at the local Mainstream club, enjoying it immensely and became 
friends with local dancers, Jean and Dave Johnstone. Dave approached her one night to 

ask if she might be interested in dancing a higher level. Anne exclaimed that she thought she was dancing the top 
level! She did not know there was anything higher, and when she was invited to go with them to Toronto she was 
really excited at the prospects. She did go and hardly understood anything said the entire evening. After it was all 
over she was acutely aware that there’s a a lot more to square dancing than she had ever dreamed, and thought, 
“That’s for me!” Anne started calling in 1976 for a children’s group and has progressed to call for all dancing levels 
from Basic to C4. 
A strong “home” program for Squares Across the Border Monday through Thursday complements an equally busy 
traveling schedule on the week-ends that may find her calling anywhere from Vancouver to Florida, Boston to San 
Francisco and across the miles to Japan and Europe. Some of the calling highlights she is really proud of are her 
calling assignments at the numerous IAGSDC Conventions in Canada and the Unites States, the Canadian Challenge 
Convention, the National Challenge Convention, and the Academy of Advanced and Challenge Enthusiasts. Anne’s 
relaxed style and easy listening voice have won her many square dance friends at all the dancing levels. 

Anne Uebelacker 
Burnaby, BC

John was raised in Baltimore, Maryland. He began his calling career there in 1969. Four 
years later a change in his day job brought him to Northern Virginia. He currently resides 
in Sterling near Washington D.C. John regularly calls every program from Basic through 
C-3B as well as party nights. 
John has worked to develop a strong program in his community. The program includes 
home clubs ranging through Challenge 2. In addition to these clubs, John also teaches 
classes and workshops to support the continued growth of these groups.
This home program is accented by John’s out of town calling commitments which have 
taken him all over the United States and Canada, and overseas to Sweden, Denmark, 
Germany, England, and Australia.
Becoming a full time caller in 1979 gave John more time to work at his chosen profession. 
Consequently he has chaired committees as a Callerlab member, and is serving an elected 
term on the Board of Governors. John is currently the Chairman of Callerlab. He is very 
proud to be serving in this capacity. John enjoys serving as a clinician, panelist, and 
presenter at workshops and schools for callers.
During his career he has been a regular contributor to various square dancer and caller publications, he has appeared 
on television a variety of times, and as a talented singer has served as a recording artist for Sets in Order, 4 Bar B 
Records, and Red Boot Records.
John is always working to expand his music and choreographic knowledge, as well as his showmanship abilities in 
order to bring you the best square dancing possible. 

John Marshall  
Sterling, Virginia


