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FROM ST LOUIS, THE ONLY CITY IN AMERICA THAT HAS NO ARCH RIVAL  IN THIS ISSUE 

Have you registered yet?  If so, thank you! (If 
not, how come? We really want you to be part 
of the Midwest experience and come dance 
with us!   

Pricing Changes Soon 
The current registration rate is $205, but it’s 
only valid until 7/3/2014! Starting 7/4/2014, 
the rate will increase to the standard $240  
rate…so whip out those wallets and start 
your registration now!  

Newly graduated dancer? Have your club 
contact us, and you’ll get a special “green 
horn” rate of $165! 

Non-dancer rates remain at $125. 

Regiser online at http://www.iagsdc.org. 
Payment can be credit card, check, or 
PayPal.  Make checks payable to Dance To 
The Middle, Inc., and mail them to: 

   Swing Me In St. Louis 
   c/o Aaron Wells 
   8341 Weber Trail Drive, 
   St. Louis, MO 63123 

Volunteer! 
Want to volunteer?  Ask how you can help by 
emailing us at: 
     swingmeinstlouis2015@gmail.com      

Speaking of Cheap… 
As an Old Queen, our Convention Chair tells 
us that the reigning Honky Tonk Queens, the 
lovely Barf Sisters (Ivonna and Igotta) are 
preparing a dynamite show for you! What 
they need now are people who have what it 
takes to carry on the burden of wearing such 
a heavy crown. Is that someone you?  Do you 
feel the need to showcase your talent (or lack 
thereof)?  Do you feel it necessary to be 
chosen as one of the elite few?  Then the 
Honky Tonk Queen contest is for you!   Stay 
tuned for more information! 

Our Hotel: Know The Code! 
Our host hotel (Union Station Hotel, 
“Doubletree by Hilton”) is located right on 
Market Street, just a few blocks from the 
Gateway Arch (which you can see from its 
entrance).  Our rate is still just $145/night.  
Our room block is now open. Call the hotel at 
(855) 271-3620, and use group code SWM to 
register early and get a room; it’s our goal to 
completely sell out the hotel!  

Speaking of which, the hotel recently 
completed a total renovation. All rooms have 
been upgraded to Hilton standards. The main 
foyer has been remodeled to include a laser 
light show on the ceiling.  We have plenty of 
food and drink establishments onsite (along 
with a 3:00 AM Last Call), and a newly 
opened “Ball Park Village” complex just 
down the road, perfect for our sports 
enthusiasts! 
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ST. LOUIS URBAN LEGENDS #1: 
BIBLE FLOATING & BLOOD 

The movie and book "The Exorcist" were 
both based on an exorcism performed at the 

old Alexian Brothers Hospital on Broadway in 
St. Louis. In January 1949, strange events at 

the Maryland home of a young boy took 
place. “A coat on a hanger seemed to fly out 

of a closet…a Bible seemed to rise from a 
bookcase…one day the kitchen table tipped 

over.” Soon after, the boy’s family, which 
had strong ties to St. Louis, came to the city 
after finding bloody scratches on the child’s 

chest spelling “Louis.”  In St. Louis, the 
exorcism, which occurred over a two month 

span, began in a private home.  Later, the 
exorcism would take place on the campus of 

Saint Louis University and the Alexian 
Brothers Hospital, in a wing which was 

demolished in 1978. 
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Welcome to issue 2 of Arch Comments!  Hard 
to believe, but we are one year out already! 
Did I just say that? Yes I did!  Roughly 365 
days from when I’m writing this, you’ll be 
singing, “Swing Me in St. Louis”!    

So much has been finalized since our last 
issue; it’s hard to know where to start. Let’s 
see… 

If you haven’t already heard, tours are now 
available online, so you can decide from the 
comfort of your easy chair what attractions 
you want to see while Our Fair City. 

As I sit and write this, I must be honest in 
admitting that emotions are starting to build 
for me. Hard to believe it was just a few years 
ago that I sat in Atlanta during the IAGSDC 
delegates meeting  and raised my hand to say 
that St. Louis would be interested in hosting 
convention. (It’s possible I got weird looks 
from more than a few people, but nothing 
worse than I’d experienced at an HTQ 
Pageant.)   

And now, three years later, that idea has 
become a somewhat daunting reality.  
There’s so much to think of and plan out. My 
motto for our Convention is simply this: “It’s 
all about the dancing!” While we do have 
some “fluff” planned, we want to bring the 
dance experience which is so near and dear to 
our hearts back to the forefront.  

As always, I can’t stress enough the sincere 
“Thank You!” which I extend to each person 
continuing to keep our activity vibrant and 
strong by attending IAGSDC gatherings.    

Our conventions give us all a chance to see an 
area of the country we might not normally  

Message from 
the Chairman 

Traveling to St. Louis is a breeze, not a 
drag! Oleta Adams explains it beautifully in 
her song, Get Here: 

You can reach me by railway  
   (Amtrak.) 
You can reach me by Trailway 
   (Well, Greyhound.)  
You can reach me on an airplane 
   (Southwest,   Delta, American…) 
You can reach me with your mind 
   (Please don’t; I’ve too many voices in my 
head already.) 
You can reach me by caravan 
  (Or Honda Odyssey.) 
 Cross the desert like an Arab man 
   (We call our desert Kansas.)  
I don't care how you get here; just get here if 
you can.  

Seriously folks, (have you finished singing 
the song in your head yet?), we’re smack 
dab in the middle of the U.S. We’re not that 
hard to find.  

Driving in? Park at the hotel for only $15 a 
day (valet, with unlimited in/out privileges). 

Flying in? Once you land at Lambert Airport 
(http://www.flystl.com/), hop on our Metro 
which will deliver you safe and sound to 
Metrolink’s Union Station, right at the back 
door of our hotel. Adult fare $2.25 one way: 

http://www.metrostlouis.org/ 

Using Amtrak? You’ll be delivered just one-
half block away from the hotel. 

Questions?  
Email: swingmeinstlouis2015@gmail.com   
Website: http://www.SwingMeInStLouis.Com 
   

consider visiting.  

Convention also provides us with the 
opportunity to rekindle friendships 
we’ve forged along the way as we also 
meet new friends.   

On behalf of the St. Louis Square dance 
community, I want to extend a heartfelt 
welcome to each of you as you plan 
your arrangements for “Swing Me in St. 
Louis,” IAGSDC 32nd annual convention! 

We look forward to seeing you in Salt 
Lake City in just a few weeks for the 
fabulous “Squeeze the Hive”!  

Paging Miss 
Oleta Adams… 

We’ve partnered with a fantastic tour 
company called “Destination St. Louis” for 
all of our touring needs, and they’ve 
created some spectacular tours for is! 

Whether you want to see the Arch, attend a 
tasting at Anheuser-Busch Brewery, or take 
a stroll through Forest Park, home of the 
1904 World’s Fair, there’s something for 
everyone!    

To register for one of our tours couldn’t be 
easier.  There’s a link from our website at: 

http://www.swingmeinstlouis.com 

…or you can go directly to the tour 
company website for tour descriptions and 
online registration, at: 

http://tinyurl.com/iagsdc2015tours 

They’ve made the registration and 
payment process as hassle-free as possible. 

Tour Me In St. 
Louis, Louis… 

Fun Badge Tour 
Do we have a sweet deal for you! For only 
$50, you can obtain your ticket for the 
fantastic, fabulous, completely Top Secret 
Fun Badge Tour! 

Due to the insistent demands of non-early 
risers (and perhaps a few veiled threats), 
the Fun Badge Tour will take place directly 
after the brunch on Memorial Day!   

This means you can sleep in, eat brunch 
(and participate in the IAGSDC annual 
meeting!), then hit the road to visit a few of 
St. Louis’s featured locations. 

To sign up, log in at the IAGSDC website, 
click on Events / View Event Calendar, 
scroll down to Meet Me In St. Louis, and 
click on Tours. 

http://www.flystl.com/
http://www.metrostlouis.org/
mailto:swingmeinstlouis2015@gmail.com
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