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Issue #1 

We're on our Way! 


by Mike Staples, Editor 

Welcome to the first edition of SQUAREUPI As our 
caption reads, SQUAREUPI is a "quarterly 
mayazine for gay and lesbian square dancers and 

their friends." It is also written and produced by gay and 
lesbian square dancers. Could it be any other way? 

As the magazine has grown from a small spark to a full
fledged publication, I have yet to define its purpose. That 
flies in the face of conventional business wisdom, but it 
seems appropriate for now. I intend to let SQUAREUPI 
grow and evolve based on reader interest and reaction. So, 
please don't expect continuity from issue-to-issue (unless 
we hit it right the first time). And, please let us know how 
we're doing. 

With this first issue, our staff has endeavored to provide 
a well-balanced roundup of interesting articles. We'll take 
you behind stage with Anne Uebel acker, center-stage to 
Stars and Squares Forever, and somewhere off-the-stage 
and in the twilight zone with Perfessor Leggs n' Aire. 
That's just the beginning; you'll find much more inside. 

Our staff (left to right): Ric Gonzalez, Debbie Dawson, 

Mike Staples, Cheryl Rasoli, Grace Cummins, 


Mark Walker. Missing : Matthew Slatin, Myron Taylor 


We hope you enjoy our premiere issue and that you will 
share your suggestions and comments. Please write to: Mike 
Staples, Editor, 501 Mulberry NE, Albuquerque, NM 87106 
or send e-mail to ..kris@stone.com ... 

To all who have worked so hard to make the magazine a 
reality-Ric, Debbie, Mark, Cheryl, Grace, Murray and 
Matthew -a gigantic thank you . My partner Ric also 
deserves special mention for enduring my obsessive 
attention to the magazine. And to my dear departed friend , 
Jay, whose creativity and courage continue to be a source of 
inspiration, your copy is on its way, special delivery. 

The music is playing. It ' s time to SQUAREUPI 
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Stars and Squares Forever 

by Mark Walker 

The Omni Shoreham 

The staff at the 
Omni 
Shoreham 
Hotel didn't 
ask, but we told 
them anyway: 
Stars and 
Squares 
Forever was a 
gay and lesbian 
victory. 

Held over 
the July 4th 
weekend in 
Washington 
D.C., this 11th 
square dance 

convention was pure peach pie. Of 
course Stars and Squares Forever had a 
monumental set of warm up acts. Gay 
Games IV and Stonewall 25 tipped New 
York City. Chain Down the East Coast 
- a sequence of dances in Hartford, 
Connecticut, NYC, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore - kept the pace. Stars and 
Squares Forever capped it all . 

Thirty hours of workshops and 
dancing over 3+ days wore down even 
the most dance-addicted feet. North 
America's finest callers were up to the 
challenge. Saundra Bryant, Mike 
DeSisto, Ed Foote, Dale Hodge, Mike 
Jacobs, Chris Phillips and Anne 
Uebelacker advanced the cause while 
the members of the Gay Callers 
Association were a collective plus . 

Dance space was generous for all 
levels in the many halls of the Omni 
Shoreham Hotel. The halls' close 
proximity sustained camaraderie and 
lured aspiring stars into viewing the 
more exalted planes of square dancing. 
The somewhat faded elegance of the 
massive Shoreham suggested a long and 
glorious history of which gay square 
dancing was now a part. 

Our ways and numbers graced the 
hotel with taste. The lobby turned into 
rendezvous central. The Garden Court 
became an impromptu late night piano 
bar: Day time Ginger Rogers and Fred 

Astaires became wee hour Frank 
Sinatras and Liza Minnellis . 

Massive pranks on targeted 
personalities marked a new height in 
dancer/caller collusion. A hall of Plus 
dancers squared up and, when Anne 
Uebelacker started calling, immediately 
rushed out of the room . Anne burst out 
laughing and named Saundra Bryant as 
the perpetrator. What goes around 
comes around and later Saundra found 
all her calls resulting in teacup chains. 
Who knows what revenge lurks in the 
minds of callers? 

Stuart Mauchline ably represented 
the Lismore Scooters club - of 
Australia! Our reputation for recruiting 
may have some merit. The addition of 
Australia's national anthem to our 

A queen ofa different gender

Honky Tonk Royalty Dana Backiel 
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Clockwise From Left: Unidentified-A High School 

Reunion?; Fireworks on the Fourth; Steffanie and 


admirer$.; A Kodak moment at the Pentagon 


opening ceremonies is welcome along 
with more Australians too. Didn't 
someone mention a convention bid from 
Down Under? 

Another landmark was achieved in See 
D.C.: a lesbian won the Honky Tonk convention 

Queen contest. Dana Backiel wowed the registration 
crowds with her dramatic leather attire statistics 
and her "We're not worthy of you" love on page 12. 
puppies. Only victory by a straight man 
would be more astounding. 

The banquet and business meetings 
were reasonably efficient and the rubber 
chicken not too rubbery. Luis Torres of 
San Antonio and Bill Eyler of 
Albuquerque received the Golden Boot 
Award for their considerable 
contributions to square dancing. Medals .. 
went to 10 time convention attendees, 
who represented only 2% of those at 
convention. 

Dancing -in front of the Pentagon 
was one of many Kodak moments on 
the Fun Badge Tour. However, the 
grandiose sites couldn't match the 
glitches for memories. A dead bus, a 
start-and-stop turntable, tropical 
weather and no AIC were fodder for 
"Remember when ... ?" A good story is 
worth a million. 

As Stars and Squares Forever fades 
into warm memories, kudos go to the 
Washington D.C. workers, the planning 
crew and Chairman Tom Pearson for a 
smooth and eventful convention. They 
even made sure we had fireworks for 
the Fourth . 
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The Fun-Badge Tour: Its Ways and Means 

by Mike Staples 

We seldom see what goes on behind the scenes in 
planning a convention. Organizers must overcome 
inevitable obstacles that threaten to spoil a three day 

celebration for 1200 gay and lesbian square dancers . Such 
was the case for Larry Elliott and his Stars and Squares 
Forever Fun Badge Tour Committee. 

A year before the tour, the committee identified 30 sites 
as potential dance locations. After considering logistics, the 
list was narrowed to 12. Sites that didn't make the final roster 
included the National Building Museum, available during 
evening hours for 
a paltry $4,000, " 
and Union 
Station, which 
declined because 
its stores would 
be closed during 
the Sunday 
morning tour. The 
Museum of 
Women In the 
Arts was also 
closed on Sunday 
mornings. 

The 
remaining sites 
were all 
contenders for 
Fun Badge stops. 
Now the real fun 
started as Larry's 
committee began 
the long, 

On to the Capitol. The committee sought to secure the 
east parking lot as a dance site but found that a Congressional 
representative must sponsor the event. A letter was sent; a 
reply never came. With little time left, the Upper Senate Park 
was identified as an alternative. Through discussions with the 
Capitol police, the site was finally approved in June. The 
Pentagon permit soon followed and the sites were set in time 
to place a last minute fun-dangle order. 

Not surprisingly, the tour's most receptive site was the 
Canadian Embassy. They worked cooperatively with Larry's 

committee 
from the start. 
They also 
enabled the 
first truly 
international 
fun-badge 
tour; while 
dancing at the 
Embassy, we 
were officially 
within 
Canadian 
jurisdiction. 
(During the 
embassy visit, 
rumors of 
mass 
defections 
surfaced as 
dancers were 
greeted by a 
handsome 

protracted process Mountie at the At the Lincoln Memorial 
of dealing with 
the federal bureaucracy, 

The committee contacted the National Park Service to 
begin securing appropriate permits for dance sites. Stalled by 
unavailable and uninformed bureaucrats, they found it 
difficult and time-consuming to determine jurisdiction for 
potential sites. In spite of this, the committee identified five 
locations under the Park Service's jurisdiction and submitted 
permit applications prior to Seattle's July '93 convention. 
Unfortunately, the Park Service failed to mention that 
applications would not be considered until January. 

The search for jurisdiction continued with a non-Park 
Service site, the Pentagon parking lot. The Pentagon offered 
little assistance in identifying jurisdiction, in a classic case of 
"you can ask but we can't tell because we don't know." It 
took until May to determine that the Defense Department was 
in charge. 

gate.) 
The tour came with its share of interesting side-notes. 

The committee received seasoned advice early on to classify 
the tour as a "demonstration." As logic has it, there would 
then be less chance of denying a permit, a potential violation 
of first amendment rights. The Washington bureaucracy never 
bought the demonstration tactic though, and always referred 
to the tour as an "activity." The D.C. bureaucracy also denied 
a request for a police escort, quoting an arcane rule that only 
the Secret Service can provide escorts in the Capitol. 

In spite of the bureaucratic snags, the tour was a success. 
O.K., it was hot and humid, a bus died and the turntable 
generator wasn't up-to-speed. But where else could we dance 
at so many national landmarks with such well-informed and 
elegantly-dressed guides? Thank you, Larry and the Fun 
Badge committee, for perservering beyond the bureaucratic 
obstacles. 
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Behind IheStage with Anne Uebelacker 

by Debbie Dawson 

Wearing form flattering 
black pants, a white 
oxford shirt and a 
turquoise suede jacket, 
Anne Uebelacker strides 
quickly and confidently 
through the lobby of the 
Omni Shoreham on her 
way to the Plus hall. She 
smiles and nods at 
dancers with a brief stop 
for hugs. As she greets 
the hall of dancers with 
her distinctively alluring 
voice, excitement ripples 
across the hall. Dancers 
rush for available spaces 
in squares. Anne is here 
and ready for a great 
time! 

Over the past 18 
years, Anne has called 
an average of 48 
weekend dances a year 
in addition to her four 

nights of classes and dances during the 
week. Desiring to spend more time 
with her 8 year old son Todd and 
partner of three years Gail, she has 
revamped her schedule to allow for a 
weekend break every six weeks. She 
called weekend dances in 
Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Boston, 
Daytona Beach, Florida, Venice, 
Florida and again in Minnesota during 
that latter part of August and 
September. She plans to attend the 
Chase the Chile fly-in in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico on her "off" weekend . 

Her preparation for the dances 
begins after Todd and Gail have left 
their Vancouver home in the morning. 
She spends 2-4 hours a day writing 
choreography. For a C-4 dance she 
spends 3-4 hours a day for 3-4 weeks 
preparing the choreography. In the 
afternoons she organizes records and 
notes for an evening dance. 

When she has free time, she enjoys 
sports, fishing, training dogs and all 
kinds of dancing. She rediscovered the 
comforts and delights of staying home 

during a self-imposed six week 
vacation. This was her first vacation in 
more than three years . She used to 
enjoy traveling during her free time; 
now she prefers to stay home. Alas, all 
those frequent flyer miles and she has 
little desire to travel! 

Anne discovers a "magical" aspect 
in every weekend dance. Many dancers 
believe she creates the magic. After a 
recent dance in Germany, the dancers 
invited her to join them for a sauna. 
She found them very open and 
accepting of her as a person and her 
sexual orientation. One of these 
couples attended the Advanced and 
Challenge convention in Virginia 
Beach. When they heard about the 
Trail-In dance in New York, they 
decided to rearrange their flight plans 
to attend. After the first tip, they 
danced with gay and lesbian dancers 
and expressed their delight to Anne. 
They were so impressed with the level 
of energy and dancing that they have 
extended an invitation to gay and 
lesbian dancers to join them for the 
International Advanced and Challenge 
convention in Germany next year. 

Attitude, enthusiasm and 
willingness to work hard are the three 
qualities Anne sees as essential for the 
success of novice callers. She was very 
impressed with the group of students at 
the last Gay Caller's Association 
(GCA) school in Washington, D.C. 
They were hard workers with talent, 
drive, and a high degree of risk taking. 

Anne understands the importance 
of a supportive atmosphere for novice 
callers. When she was beginning, a 
caller she approached for assistance 
turned ber down because he did not 
want the competition. Fortunately an 
experienced dancer took her under his 
wing and taught her the basics. This 
experience prompted her strong 
commitment to nurturing novice callers 
in the Gay Caller's School. Each group 
of students evolves into a family-like 
group, sharing the excitement of a 
singing call well done or the agonies of 

.. 
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a less than desirable tip. She 
firmly believes that all dancers 
should attend the school to 
truly understaod and appreciate 
the knowledge and skills of 
callers . 

She worries in a kind , 
motherly way about the effects 
of calling on the relationships 
of novice callers and shares her 
experiences with them. She 
knows that the "other half" 
needs to be accepting of the 
time demands placed on the 
caller, and understanding that 
the caller is public property. 
Gail reads Anne's body 
language and tries to wisk her 
off to a restroom when nature 
calls and fans wish to visit. 
Gee, some dancers thought they 
were going off for something 
more exciting! 

Visiting with Anne and Gail, one 
is initially impressed with the warm 
and easy way they relate to each other. 
As Gail launched into telling the story 
of how they met and fell in love, Anne 
quietly observed with twinkling eyes 
and easily interjected comments to 
enhance the story. Gail attended the 
1988 Phoenix convention as a non
dancer. As she walked around 
surveying the various halls, she heard a 
woman's voice calling . She instantly 
thought "I like that" and proceeded to 
make her way to the front of the hall 
for a closer look. She liked what she 
saw; however, Anne's ex-husband and 
son appeared on stage with her and 
Gail left the hall. 

They saw each other at fly-ins and 
were always aware of the other's 
presence. Gail continued to be a non
dancer. At a fly-in in Toronto, Anne 
watched Gail during a line dance and 
approached her to ask "Do you have 
two left feet? Why don't you square 
dance?" This conversation prompted 
Gail to begin dancing in preparation 
for the 1990 Vancouver convention. 
She knew that Anne was "coming out 
for the Trail-In dance." Anne 
interjected, "You didn't know just how 
coming out!" Gail squared up directly 
across from the caller 's stand. Anne 
thought it was a joke. The music 
started and Gail started to dance 
which, according to Anne, 
" ... surprised the hell out of me." 

Preparing for a dance 

/ 

( After months of correspondence 
and many long distance conversations, 
Gail invited Anne to join a group of 20 
Canadians for an evening of dancing at 
the Timberline in Seattle on New Year's 
Eve. Gail drove for 5 hours through an 
incredible snowstorm from Vancouver 

Anne s partner; Gail 

to Seattle's airport to 
pick up Anne. She 
discovered that 
Anne's flight was 
cancelled . Anne was 
grounded at Denver 
airport by the same 
snowstorm. A clever 
and resourceful 
traveler, Anne made 
arrangements to 
travel east and then 
north and west to 
avoid the snowstorm. 
Meanwhile, Gail was 
a wreck, heart 
pouoding and palms 
sweating. She knew 
she was in love. Anne 
was calm, cool, and 
collected having 
successfully 

maneuvered her way around the 
country to avoid the snowstorm. As 
she got off the plane, they stood 
looking at each other for a moment. 
Gail opened her arms, Anne walked 
into them, and they fit. They were 
married on July, 20, 1991. 

Anne enjoys being a caller and 
experiences a rush of adrenaline 
every time she is up on the stage. 
During the Stars and Squares 
Forever convention, this rush 
happened during the Grand March. 
She realized that she knew many of 
the dancers by name. She is 
extremely grateful to the gay 
community for their love and 
support. 

She would not change anything 
about her career for all money in the 
world. She has had other careers 
and finds this one totally different 
because she has the opportunity to 
meet so many neat and interesting 
people. "I have seriously thought a 
couple of times about not calling, 
but when push comes to shove, I 
just can't quit," she stated 
emphatically. 

Newcomers to the gay and 
lesbian square dancing community 
may wonder what makes Anne 
special. It is not only her alluring 
voice and seductive leather 
clothing, but her friendly, caring 
personality. She approaches the 
caller 's stand with a passion for the 
dance and the people. 
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ADynamic IAGSDCTM Faces New Challenges

In Its Second Decade 


by Myron Taylor; DC Lambda Squares 

As Chairman Bob 
Young discussed the 
state of the 
organization at July's 
general meeting, my 
thoughts wandered 
back to the opening 
ceremonies when I 
was overwhelmed by 
the sheer presence of 
our clubs and our 
members. Deafening 
cheers resounded 
from more than 1100 
gay and lesbian 

square dancers as the Australian 
national anthem heralded the advent of 
a new decade for the International 
Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs 
(IAGSDCTM). In the II years since its 
birth in Seattle, the organization had 
steadily flourished across the United 
States and Canada, and now numbered 
in excess of 2200 members. To those 
assembled for the grand march - half 
the IAGSDCTM rank and file 
traveling to Washington, DC meant 
celebrating our community. 

We enthusiastically embraced one 
of our newest clubs, this time from the 
opposite end of the Earth. Happy and 
healthy, strong and confident, we, the 
members of the IAGSDCTM had reached 
outside North America's geographic 
borders to another continent. Our 
organization had indeed become 
international in our membership and 
scope. Truly, there was cause to rejoice! 

Chairman Bob was right: The 
IAGSDCTM had never been as vigorous. 
For those gay and lesbian square 
dancers participating in the Stars and 
Squares Forever convention, welcoming 
Australia's Lismore Scooters was just 
one sign of the IAGSDCTM'S vitality. 
Yet as more and more people are 
discovering the joys of gay and lesbian 
square dancing, we face new challenges 
which keep us focused On who we are 
as square dancers and who we are as 
lesbians and gay men. 

Wheel and Deal Our Finances 

Apparently the old adage "you get 
what you pay for" also rings true for 
our organization. IAGSDCTM income 
provides services to clubs and spreads 
awareness of gay and lesbian square 
dancing. The bulk of this income is 
derived from the annual assessment of 
club dues. As more clubs join the 
IAGSDCTM and dues income increases, 
expenses for providing services to 
member clubs grow proportionally. For 
example, while our toll-free 800 
communication line providing 
information and answers about the 
organization has made the IAGSDCTM 
more accessible, it has more than tripled 
our telephone bill since its start in 1993. 
Also, in a move to publicize gay square 
dancing to both the gay and straight 
communities, the IAGSDCTM in 1992 
embarked on a publicity campaign 
which included a tabletop display, 
magazine and directory advertising, and 
the printing and distribution of 
promotional brochures . While each of 
these services successfully broadened 
our outreach, the cost of this visibility 
left the organization financially 
weakened. A special per-member 
assessment was levied in 1993. As 
predicted, this onetime charge put the 
IAGSDCTM in the black, but the battle 
for cash flow is - and always will be 
- a major concern. 

What to do? Conventional fund
raising methods such as banner dances 
(where individual clubs sponsor square 
dance nights to raise monies for the 
IAGSDCTM), seem to have fallen off in 
popularity. Eight months into 1994, 
banner dances have raised only $150. 
Blanket donations and other fund
raising efforts such as shirt and book 
sales continue to generate annual 
income, but these methods are rather 
small potatoes. According to Bob 
Young, one goal the officers have set 
for themselves is to develop 
"innovative" fund-raising to supplement 
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IAGSDCTM income. While we can 
expect these fund-raising proposals 
from the Board to crystallize in the not 
too distant future, isn't it really the 
responsibility of the general 
membership to propose additional 
solutions and to support some form of 
local fund-raising in each and every 
club? In the end, the funds we raise will 
benefit us all. 

Follow YOllr Neighbor To 
COllvention 

Eleven conventions are our history. 
We look forward to "Track 2 Chicago" 
in 1995, San Francisco's "Stars, Thars, 
and Cable Cars" in 1996, and "Wheel & 
Deal, Las Vegas" in 1997. The 
Executive Board has received additional 
convention bids from Portland in 1998, 
New York and Los Angeles in 1999, 
Baltimore and Australia in 2000, and 
Vancouver in 2001 . 

Are there any "conventional" trends 
to hosting the annual big bash? Yes and 
no. First, although some brave clubs are 
becoming "double dippers," we are 
seeing proposals from a fresh crop of 
cities as potential convention sites. 
These clubs are multiplying the energies 
of the more senior clubs while 
permitting us to redirect our attention 
toward other areas. Second, as we grow 
in numbers, newer clubs are luring us 
back and forth across the map, thus 
removing any regional domination over 
annual conventions. 

Third, it seems that hosting a 
convention no longer has to be the 
effort of a singular club. "Remake the 
Circle '93" in Seattle was a Puddletown 
collective effort and the seven San 
Francisco-based clubs are pooling their 
resources for 1996. Fourth, smaller 
clubs are boldly tossing their hats into 
the convention ring. No one expects 
twenty-member Neon Squares to do all 
the work themselves for our 1997 
convention. Rather, with the support of 
other southwestern clubs, host club 
members will capitalize on Las Vegas' 
premier professional convention 
services and facilities. (If nothing else, 
we can always call room service.) And 
finally, our conventions are becoming 
financial successes. In the past three 
years, both "Diamonds in the Desert" 

('92) and - from all indications
"Stars and Squares Forever" ('94) have 
realized profits; "Remake the Circle" 
thankfully just broke even. 

Chain Down the Membership 

At convention, the IAGSDCTM 
counted 46 full member clubs, two 
associate clubs, and one affiliate 
member (the Gay Callers Association) 
in the organization, bringing the total 
number of individual members to 2,228. 
Full membership requirements for clubs 
joining the IAGSDCTM include: 
1) having a minimum of eight members; 
2) being organized as a member
organization (rather than caller-led); 
and 3) adhering to Callerlab definitions 
and curriculum. During the annual 
meeting in July, the following clubs 
were inducted into the IAGSDCTM with 
full membership privileges : 

Lismore Scooters (East Ballina, 
New South Wales, Australia) 
Ohio City Squares (Cleveland, OH) 
Rainbow Wranglers (Eugene, OR) 
Royalty Squares (Pomona, CA) 
MC2 (Boyds, MD) 

As we welcome the Lismore 
Scooters into our fold, there is also talk 
of another group forming in Brisbane, 
literally doubling gay square dancing on 
the Australian continent. For our next 
expansion, IAGSDCTM has set its sights 
on Europe. In a step in that direction, 
the Times Squares have adopted 
London's new Trafalgar Squares as its 
sister club. As soon as the new British 
organization meets IAGSDCTM club 
requirements, we expect it to apply for 
full membership. North America, 
Australia, and Europe: Not bad for 
eleven years , don ' t you think? 

SWeep AQuarter More 

While it's always more glamorous 
to discuss branching out to new, exotic 
locations, we should not lose sight of 
two extremely important IAGSDCTM 
agenda items: 1) our outreach to 
women 2) our visibility in the gay 

community and our relationship with 
the straight square dance community. 

With females now accounting for 
nearly one out of every four square 
dancers in the IAGSDCTM, you might 
expect the organization to be satisfied 
with a roughly 100 percent 
improvement in the last five years. Not 
so, says Chair Bob Young: "Although 
we have come a long way since the first 
women's tip of two squares at the 1989 
New York convention," he said, "the 
IAGSDCTM has a long way to go in its 
efforts at outreach to women." In order 
to make our numbers more balanced, 
the organization is promoting new 
strategies to recruit lesbian square 
dancers. Advertising in women's 
magazines plus promoting gay and 
lesbian square dancing in women's 
clubs are just two approaches that have 
realized some signs of progress . Plans 
also include an article on "How To 
Attract Women Dancers" in the revised 
Art Smith book, The Gay Square Dance 
Information Book. Real outreach, 
however, needs to come from the grass 
roots level where each club and each 
individual member demonstrate that 
women are welcome. Yet no matter 
from what point the effort originates, 
the message is clear that we, as an 
organization, value our female square 
dancers and want to take steps to 
increase their membership in the 
IAGSDCTM. 

The bulk of our attention continues 
to be within our community. The debate 
continues, however, over defining our 
relationship and level of outreach 
toward the straight square dance 
community. According to former 
Executive Secretary and veteran square 
dancer Karl Jaeckel, "The fastest 
growing segment in square dancing 
today is gay [and lesbian] square 
dancing. As we get more press 
recognition and visibility, we won ' t be 
operating in a vacuum anymore. We 
must let people know who we are and 
work with each side, both gay and 
straight." 

This task is sometimes difficult to 
accomplish as discrimination against 
gay men and lesbians is certainly alive 
within the straight dance community. 
Some clubs have been denied 
memberships in local/regional square 

Continued on page 12 
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IAGSDC Event Calendar 
International Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs: A Lesbian and Gay Organization 

P.O. Box 15428, Crystal City VA 22215-0428, (800) 835-6462 

- 1994.....r 
SEP 


23-25 R GreaterSar[)iet:j"oRodeo,$q(l Dieg~CA . 61 .~ . 298.4708:' , , ". 

23-25 R 	 Pikes PeElk Unitesl Rodee,Coiorcido Springs .CO: 719.576.2472. 

23-25 T 	 Fall Danc€l:C?mp, Lavender, ~ountry &' Folk, pance, B~ck€tMA1Berkshires) . , Chris~ii:cidtt~ 8.00.523.3123. 

24 	 Bradley FainilY 'SquareDonce, San Francisco CA. Caller.: . ~. LoneY. Mama Jo ,~radley 415.550.80?9. 

30-02 Chase The Chile, The Wilde Bunch, Albuquerque NM. 'Calters: S. Dawso[l,and others. Kris Jens~n ' 5p5.265.6094. 

30-02 Camp Cazadero, West.~rn Star Danc~rs'retreat. ,CqUei': A~dy· Shore. ' (?qry Gray 415.62.1.6,506 .• ' 

30-02 R 	 Atlantiq Stamped'e, Washington De. "ASGRA 202.2'98:0928. . , 
OCT 


07-09 Tahoe ToHyHol; 5th gay A&C'weekend, Pri{)1~8''S ; South La~eTar6e CACciilei~: V"~eder, 'H. Kerr! iN. Poisson, 

A. Uebelacker, Q. Wilson. ·Jeff Barlow 916.645,.9306. ' . 

07-09 Load the Boat IV, Cleveland City. Country Dancers" Cleveland bH.C<;illers: M. DeSisto, B: Eyl~r. , ' 
Lynn Dilworth 216.226 : 9~19, Ted 26:65,1.4664 . ' , " " " 

1 1 National Comin'g Out Day. 800;266.6263. 

14-16 	 Chase Right '94, Neon Squares, Las Vegas, NY. Callers : M. DeSisto, A. Finch. Larry Cormier 702.457.6933 . 

21-23 R 	 International Finals Rodeo, Denver CO. CGRA 303 .839.8810. 

28-30 	 Peel the Pumpkin, Times Squares, New York NY. Callers: S. Kopman, A. Uebelacker. George Range 212 .929.0833. 


NOV 


04-06 R Palm Springs Gay Rodeo, Palm Springs CA. Info: TBA 


25-27 Annual Fly-in, Squares Across the Border, Vancouver Be. Caller: S. Dawson. Dana Cromie 604.733.7566. 


25-27 16th PACE Extravaganza, Oxnard CA. Callers: D.Hodson, R. Howell, L. Kopman, B. Rubright. Lynn Batema 805.733.1320. 


DEC 


7th World AIDS Awareness DQy!A 'Day Without Art; maRY cities. 
•. " , " ... ! .. 

, , 	
. -1995·- . , ,. 	 1" ," 

JAN 
, 

. . . . 

13-15 Swing thruArizona, Desert Valley Squar~s, Ph~enix AZ,. Callers: M, .QeSisjo, ,D. ,Kenney. Jol)'n Faulds _602.957.8730. 

13-15 	 18th January Jubilee, Philadelphia PA. Callers: multipl~., Jdah Marcus 2;5.;275.8255. 

FEB 

17-19 	 HorseFIY)r~, Tinseltown' Squares, ~os AngelesC;A. Callers~A Uebel~5~ker, B. Eyler. Bo!:> Sklnner '213.254 .3887. 

17-19 	 Rain Festival, .puddl~town Dancers, Seattle VilA. Callers TB/,\. 'Q9r Slater 206.820-] 370 

17-20 	 16th Ann~ai Fly:i r,~' South Florida 'M~sfdrigs, Miami f( ·CaHerS"TBA.Neit Ne~b9rth 305.n8.0858:' • 
> 	 • • "- " L", . • • < I 

MAR . '. -
17 -19 OregonTraiFThro- '95, Rosetown Ramblers, Portlarid OR.C:ariers TBA.Mithae'1 McMufl~n 503.297.6416. 

24-26 	 Harpers Ferry Hoedown, DC Lambda Squares, Harpers Ferry wv. M. Green, E. McAtee, N. Poisson. 
Darrell Ertzberger 703.548.3366 . 

--'. 

25 	 New Jersey Square and Round Dance Convention, Ewing NJ. Callers: multiple. Roy and Betsy Gotta 908.259.2086. 

31-02 	 Pass the Sea '95, Finest City Squares, San Diego CA. Callers: S.Bryant, B. Eyler, R. Nelson. Scott Parker 619.268.4249. 

31-02 	 14th PACE Spectacular, Newark CA (south of Oakland/East Bay). Callers: TBA. Nancy Shelton 415.469.7076. 



APR 


14-16 Philadelphia Freedom Fly-in, Independence Squares, Philadelphia PA. Callers: P. Diven, J. Sweeney, A. Uebelacker. 

Zip 215.438.0116. 

21-23 Capital City Squares fly-in, Guerneville CA. Callers S. Bryant and TBA. George Fox 916.929.8697. 

28-30 Wildwood Retreat, Foggy City Dancers, Guerneville CA. Caller: Anne Uebelacker. Allan Berenstein 415. 863.8033. 

MAY 

05-07 Pass the Ocean Hon!~95, Chesapeake Squares, Rehoboth Beach DE. B. Gotta, D. H~dge, M, Jacobs; E. McAtee. 
Geo R. 41:0.962.~ Q516. . . . " 

18-20 Legacy Biennial :Meetin:g, Fayetteville AR. HardyNixon 404.396.5804., 
26-29 Track 2 Chicag~; .12th> IAGSDC convention, Chi Town$qlJares, Chicago. Callers: S. Bryant, M. DeSisto, T. Fellegy, L. Jarvis, 

S. Norris" B. Rub'ri'ght; S. Sparks, 0&0 Sprosty, A. ' Uebela~k~~; D. Wilson. Location : Hya-ttReger;Jcy Hotel, 151 E Wacker Dr, 
Chicago IL 6060), Info; 312.357.3232 .. . . 

JUN 


?? -?? Pink Tria(;lgJe~ . ipW~ite Knights, A Journey:?' Russia and.SiQeria. Johh' Paul 510.452.6114 .. 


15-17 * 29th Nati~ngl Aqvdncedand Challenge Convention1 .D~ytoll 'QH, Callers: TBA. EdF~ote' 4.12.935:2734, 


21-24 44th Nati'o'ool ,Square Dance Convention, Birmingham AL. caHers: mufti pie. John and Dimpl'e Williford 205.272.6188.
- ' .. . -. 	 ' . 

30-02 EI CamirlOReelers' First Fly-in, San Jose CA. Callers: TBA. Paul Asente 415.747 ,0622. 


30-02 Scoot Ac~oss the 'Bbrde:ri :Triangle Squares, Toronto ON, Callers: R.Brendzy and TBA. :Andy ~h6r1f;! 416.925.2602. 


AUG 


04-06 	 Ends Bend in Cleveland, Ohio City Squares, Cleveland OH. Callers: T. Crawford, A. Shore. Bill Cabot 216,228.4152. 


10-12 * 	 14th American Advanced and Challenge Convention, Toledo OH, Callers: multiple. Larry Perkins 313.269.6182, 


SEP 


15- 17 	 Explode the Rockies, Rocky Mountain Rainbeaus, Estes Park CO. Caller: T. Crawford. Don Kuzela 303.388.5733. 


OCT 


13-15 	 Run Wild, 6th gay A&C weekend, BOQ, Seattle WA. Callers: S. Bryant, A. Uebelacker, R. Brendzy, V Cedar. 
Bob Morit~ 206:324:8786., . .. . , . . . . . . 

27-29 	 Peel the /'t1nipkin, Times Squares,.Ne~ Ybrk NY. Caners: S. Bryant, T. Fellegy. 'Sheldon Green 212.741.0168, 

. . 	 , .,. 	 , 

:.... 1996.. 

'1" t .' 1 ~ , lFEB 	 , .; ., *1~ 

?? -?? 	 Pink Triangles Down Undert.-A Journey to.Australia. John Paul 510.452.6114. 
, . " .. • \" • < 1.. ' ~ ~ '" 

JUL 

03-06 Stars, Thars & Cable Cars, 13th lAGSDC Convention, San Francisco CA. Callers: TBA. Location: Hyatt Regency 
Embarcaa:~ro. Randy Clarke. 4) 5'.961. 7504. 

< 

OCT 

??-?? 7th Gay A&'e'Weekendl 
, . ' oJ", '", , 

DesertValley' Squares, . Pho~nix AZ : Callers: TBA. Ted ,Oakes 602:253.823],
' , . ' ~ . . - 'If .~, .... ... " ", _ 

JUL 


10-13 14th lAGS DC Convention, Neon Squares, Las Vegas NV Callers: TBA. Dan Miller 702.362.0551. 


Asterisk (*): ostensibly straight square dance / uRu: gay rodeo / Ur" : gender-free traditional or country dance. 

Verify info with local contacts. Updates: James Ozanich, 3342 Holly Branch Ct #434, Sacramento CA 95834-1844, (916) 925-4242. 


http:Squares,.Ne


dance associations and cooperation 
between gay and straight clubs has not 
always been reciprocal. Recently, 
blatant homophobia reared its ugly head 
in the form of a button that had the 
lAGSDC acronym enclosed in a red 
circle with a slash through it, meaning 
"No gay/lesbian square dancers in my 
square." The lAGS DC immediately 
took steps to counter this action by 
trademarking our acronym and by 
promising legal recourse for trademark 
(and later on, copyright) infringement. 

To achieve our goal of complete 
integration, lAGSDCTM policy 
encourages each club to maintain a high 
profile and, wherever necessary, to 
exert pressure on straight square dance 
organizations. Karl Jaeckel advocates 
continuing to take lessons so our 
competence can gain the respect of the 
straight square dance community. And 
while both he and Bob Young agree that 
we must make them aware that we share 
the same interests, Chairman Bob 
contends that if we meet continued 
intolerance, we need to maintain an "in 
your face" approach and "not back off 
when faced with oppression." Should 
enough regional lAGSDCTM members 
detect discrimination in their areas, the 
lAGSDCTM will exercise legal means to 
combat this discrimination. 

To this end, the representatives of 
the 46-club Executive Board in July 
passed a resolution stating: 
"The member clubs of the lAGSDCTM 
shall, in the coming year, attempt to 
become members of their local or 
regional square dance associations. If 
they have attempted this in the past and 
were denied, they should try again. The 
results of these attempts both positive 
and negative, should be reported back 
to the officers of the lAGSDCTM. If the 
club is already a member of the local 
association, that should be reported 
also." 

Thank You! 

Financially stable, spiritually 
united, and growing rapidly, the 
lAGSDCTM is healthy and mature as we 
explore our second decade. We're the 
"different, new kids on the block," but 
also the most vibrant contingent in 
square dancing today. The energy and 
innovations we bring to our dance will 
be ignored by those who choose to 
discriminate against us. We, too, could 
turn our backs on our detractors and 
disregard these challenges. However, 
although we love dancing within our 
own community, I believe we love the 
dance all the more. We share common 
threads with our straight square dance 
brothers and sisters and it is up to each 
individual as well as our parent 
organization, the lAGSDCTM, to make 
them aware of our presence and to 
attack prejudice by demonstrating our 
joy in square dancing. 

Karl Jaeckel ably summed up the 
status of the lAGSDCTM by saying, 
"Although there are many people 
behind the organization, it seems that 
few people have time to devote to 
working for the lAGSDCTM. Most are 
busy with club matters as well as 
regional work." As it should be. 

But just as we need the lAGSDCTM 
to support our local efforts, we, too, 
must support the lAGSDCTM by 
contributing to its health. After all, it's 
an HMO we can all live with! 

This article contributed by Myron Taylor of the D. c., Lambda Squares. We happily 
claim Myron as a member of our staff, the only one thus far outside ofNew Mexico. 
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Convention '95 

All Aboard Track 2Chicago 


by John Pope 

rack 2 Chicago, 1995's 
IAGSDCTM convention, 
will combine affordability with the 

cool weather of Memorial Day 
weekend, the excitement of dancing
' 
for-days, and the elegance of a Hyatt 
Regency Hotel. For dancers who like to 
explore, the Hyatt's location will lend 
ready access to the shopping and 
cultural core of the Windy City. 

Prompted by the Albuquerque 
Hyatt's great experience at the '92 
convention, The Hyatt Regency 
Corporation committed a gay and 
lesbian square dance first. The host 
hotel actually approached the Chi 
Town Squares to secure its 
business. In true big business 
fashion, convention organizers 
found themselves wined and dined 
and watching Cubs games from the 
Hyatt's private sky box. 

The Regency, the Hyatt's 
downtown convention hotel, will be 
a great place to square dance. Track 
2 Chicago will use large and small 
dance halls, an exhibition hall for 
the market area and a separate 
brunch and banquet room. Five 
restaurants - two open all night 
and 2000 guest rooms will allow 
many options for dining, sleeping 
and doing. All this for the Track 2 
Chicago rate of only $90 a night for 
two, a considerable savings over the 
normal first born son charge. 

Square dancers will not be the 
only lesbian and gay occupants in 
the regal Regency: The 
International Mr. Leather convention 
will swagger through the hotel at the 
same time. In fact, the Track 2 Chicago 
and the International Mr. Leather 
organizers jointly negotiated with the 
hotel to obtain reasonable rates so more 
people can afford to attend. 

The Regency is located by the 
Chicago River in the 85 acre Illinois 
Center office complex, a few blocks 
from Lake Michigan. The hotel site is 
perfect for launching walks into The 

Loop and The Magnificent Mile. The 
birthplace of the modern skyscraper, the 
Loop contains architectural treasures 
from over a century as well as the 
world's tallest building. Two old 
grandes dames of department store 
legend still grace The Loop - Marshall 
Fields and Carson, Pirie, Scott. 

The lobby at Chicago's Hyatt Regency 

Did someone say, "Shopping"? 
From NikeTown to Cartier to FAa 
Schwarz, any fine taste can be satisfied 
along The Magnificent Mile. With three 
multistory urban shopping centers, art 
galleries, mansions of a bygone era and 
restaurants of every cuisine, The 
Magnificent Mile offers some of the 
finest shopping in the world . 

There is so much more to the urban 
experience here. Did someone say the 
Art Institute or the Field Museum? Or 

was it a riverboat party or sailing 
on Lake Michigan? Consider the 
possibilities. 

Of course dancing is the reason for 
Track 2 Chicago and there will be enough 
for even the most adamant square dancer. 
Some of the best callers in North America 
will be there including convention 

favorites , Ben Rubright, Dave 
Wilson, Saundra Bryant, Anne 
Uebelacker and Mike DeSisto. 
The Gay Callers Association 
will be showcasing its talents as 
well. 

From the Trail-In to Trail
Out dances, the schedule boasts 
over thirty-five hours of floor 
time. Dancing will range from 
the basic level to C4. Special 
interest tips, the banquet, the 
brunch, exhibitions, the grand 
march and more promise a fun 
packed weekend. 

Speaking of fun, the Fun 
Badge tour will run on Monday, 
Memorial Day, after the 
convention. We will dance in 
some fabulous, unforgettable 
places. The tour will end about 
2:00 p.m. when the Trail-Out 
dance begins . 

If you're a lesbian or gay 
square dancer, you should not 
miss Track 2 Chicago. So make 
your plans now and register 
right away. If you need a 
registratjon booklet, call (312) 
357-3232 or by write TTC, PO 
Box 578485, Chicago, 60657

8485. You can also send an e-mail on the 
internet to messamer@mcs.com. There are 
over 500 rooms reserved at the hotel , but 
these will go fast. Reserve early by calling 
800.233.1234 and registering under the 
code "ECOW." 

With a great price and easy access 
from the whole country, a large turn out is 
expected for this convention. Let's break 
all attendance records as the IAGSDCTM 
squares up for Track 2 Chicago! 
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Convenlion'9& 

Stars,Tbars and Cable Cars 


by Tom Tripp 

Beginning with the Trail-In Dance 
on July 3, 1996, the San 
Francisco Bay Area coalition of 

lesbian and gay square dance clubs is 
planning one of the largest and most 
spectacular conventions under the 
banner of the IAGSDCTM , Stars, Thars 
and Cable Cars. The committee hosting 
this convention is an ad-hoc group of 
individuals from the No. California 
clubs of Foggy City Dancers, Western 
Star Dancers, El Camino Reelers, 
Diablo Dancers, Midnight Squares, 
Prime-8s and Capital City Squares . 

The convention committee has 
chosen the Hyatt Regency Embarcadero 
Center as its host hotel. The newly 
remodeled Hyatt Regency is located at 
#1 Embarcadero Center. It sits at the 
foot of the San Francisco Bay 
waterfront area in downtown San 
Francisco and is conveniently located 
near a wide choice of shops, restaurants 
and public transportation. The famed 
"Equinox" bar and restaurant sits atop 
the Hyatt tower and provides a 
breathtaking revolving view of the San 

. Francisco Bay and city skyline. 

The 1996 IAGSDCTM Convention 
will run through Saturday, July 6th, 
allowing dancers to return home on 
Sunday, July 7th. We are inviting all of 
our guests to begin partying early with 
us on Sunday, June 30th, when San 
Francisco hosts its annual Lesbian and 
Gay Pride Parade. Beginning with the 
"Dykes on Bikes," this is one of the 
largest events of its kind anywhere. If 
you've never attended this party, it 
certainly will be one to remember. 

The annual IAGSDCTM Convention 
has become a "family reunion" for 
many of us. To encourage the highest 
attendance, the Stars, Thars and Cable 
Cars committee is making our 
convention as affordable as possible. 
Admittedly, San Francisco is an 
expensive town, both to live in and to 
visit. The convention committee is 
evaluating every conceivable area for 
cost savings while still giving dancers 
the most bang for their buck. 

One of the largest roadblocks thus 
far is the issue of dance flooring. San 
Francisco is a heavily unionized town, 
and the unions and hotels will not allow 

us to lay our flooring. This additional 
expense is causing us more thart a little 
concern. We are working closely with 
the hotel to provide adequate wood 
flooring at the lowest possible cost. 

We set some important precedents 
~n 1986 when San Francisco hosted the 

third annual IAGSDCTM convention. 
We were flattered when other 
conventions followed our example. For 
instance, eight year veterans may 
recall that San Francisco was the first 
convention to host a Fun Badge Tour. 
In 1996, we hope to surprise you with 
new and innovative ways to celebrate 
our square dance reunion. 

And let's not forget "the dance." 
We have chosen 12 exciting and 
energetic callers for your dancing 
enjoyment. Their distinct voices will 
be complemented by professional 
sounding. Smooth dance surfaces will 
be provided for your dancing ease. 
And we'll offer the best dance and 
social experience that we possibly can. 
We invite you all to join us and 
SQUAREUP in San Francisco in 1996. 

Finally, we are listening to you. In 
DC we provided comment cards and 
received many responses . We want to 
know what you want out of your 
convention. For further information or 
comments, please write to: Stars, Thars 
and Cable Cars, P. O. Box 14105, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114-1410. 

Stars, Thars and Cable Cars is a 
Non-Profit Organization currently 
being incorporated in the State of 
California. 
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From the Author: Before I start this column's lesson, I'd like 
to introduce myself to those of you who may not know me or 
my work. As you can tell from the byline on this article, my 
name is Dr. Leggs N. Aire, T.P.D., doctor of terpsichordean 
philosophy. Being one of the few people to earn this advanced 
degree, I'm a full professor at the leading dance school in the 
world - Swing Thru V. 

My doctoral thesis was a treatise on the effects of 
handedness on the typical square dancer. To accomplish this, 
a square dancer was cloned with one big difference - this 
dancer had TWO LEFT HANDS! Once this person was let out 
onto the dance floor, however, we had some very bad 
experiences. 

On the call "Allemande Left, " this dancer had a crisis 
trying to decide which hand to use - thus a thrusting body 
came flying at a very surprised corner; during a "Circle 
Left" the subject almost split apart trying to go both left 
directions at once (hence the phrase "your other left"); and 
during the "Right and Left Grand" the subject looked like a 
Challenge dancer - just standing around pondering the 
philosophical ramifications of doing the call. Regretfully, the 
dancer had to be committed to an institution for the dancually 
impaired when the reality of never being able to do a "Right 
and Left Thru" left the subject depressed. 

Well, with my credentials duly impressing you, on to the 
point of my columns. I will be explaining many of the calls 
that we dance in a knowledgeable, serious and scholarly 
manner. To begin your higher education, we devote this 
column to the Advanced call - "Swap Around. " 

It's the story that won ' t end, and far be it from me (no matter 
how dated the news is) to let a good, juicy situation pass 
without putting a square dance twist on it. Of course, I'm 
referring to the Nancy and Tonya story. You remember those 
two don ' t you? Ice skaters who spent most of their time 
wondering what they could do to get in the headlines. What, 
you may ask, could alleged assault and battery on ice have to 
do with our favorite pastime? Well, it was pretty obvious to 
those of us who are a little warped that Nancy and Tonya are 
really Advanced Level square dancers and they were in 
Detroit to illustrate the call "Swap Around." 

The set up is two facing couples, each couple consisting 
of a Nancy and a Tonya. Both of the Tonyas are the right 
hand dancers of each couple and the Nancys are the left hand 
dancers. Now that we're all set, lace up your skates nice and 
tight (check that those laces don't break) - it's going to be a 
bumpy call. 

ing (1 TOLD you it was a 
proud to let that get in my 

worK~~fllard for this moment. You are in 
the correct setup judges call out "Swap Around." 
All the Tonyas automatically raise their right hands, slap the 
Nancys from right to left, and walk forward to take the 
Nancys' positions. At theS"aI:ne time, all the Nancys, ice 
queens that they are, automatically do a Half Axle. This 
allows them to do a 180 degree turn and move to the right to 
take the places of the Tonyas that were standing beside them 
- all the time saying "Why Me? Why Me? Why Anyone?" 

The move is finished. The couples are now back to back 
(instead of facing) . The Tonyas have shoved the Nancys 
aside, moved into their spots and each Nancy is coupled up 
with the Tonya that they were facing (and vice versa). Even 
though this seems to be a little unfair, don't worry, the World 
Figure Skating Organization has something up their sequined 
sleeves. Yup, that's right, it's a "Reverse Swap Around." 
This is where the Tonyas are walking in a park somewhere in 
Portland, Oregon, when they are slapped back while the 
N ancys try to leave the square early to be embarrassed with 
Mickey Mouse in a parade at Disneyworld! 

It's pretty tense. The judges are seriously considering 
the scores they will be giving the contestants. The crowd 
(most wearing leather) has been whipped into a frenzy by 
this display. Quiet! Here's the moment we've all been 
waiting for: 

5.2 5.3 5.5 5.2 5.7 5.4 2.0 6.0 

Well, those scores are pretty good. That 2.0 is from Dick 
Button and the 6.0 came from the S&M judge. 

Now all of you can perform your own little Tonya and 
Nancy schtick. Practice this a few times, have some 
bandages handy for those nasty little banged up knees (and 
have a Russian ice skater or two in the wings). If you are the 
Tonya dancer, please try to get your story straight (excuse 
me) so that the FBI won't be able to trace the whole thing 
back to you . Dance safely and remember, more people will 
see you on the cover of Newsweek (a magazine very much 
like this one) than in any old Ice Capades Show. 

Next Column: The Tonyas will discuss the difference 
between an ice block and a cell block. 
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SQUAREUP!-T eEarly Months 

by Grace Cummins 

H
ave you ever sat around with your friends on a rainy 

evening, sipping soybean milk and wondering how a 

magazine got started? Who thought up the classics like 


Penthome, Reader's Indigestion, and Newsleak? 

We can't help you with those magazines, but we can 

give you the inside story on the Startup of SQUAREUP! 
Then you too can impress your friends. (It might also help if 
you served them something other than that wretched milk.) 

Before we begin our torrid little tale, we need to explain 
the difference between a professional magazine article and 
a nonprofessional story such as one you 
might find in a typical Gay 
Square Dance Newsletter. In a 
professional article, we first 
identify someone by their full 
name, followed by a description of 
who they are. Then for the rest of 
the article, they are referred to by 
their last name only. 

For example, this article will 
refer to Mike Staples, a blond hunk, 
retired swimmer, former San 
Franciscan, current Wilde Buncher, 
married man with one dog, driver of 
his father's Oldsmobile, torturer of 
small animals, editor and spell-checker 
of SQUARE UP! We will hear more 
about Staples in a bit. 

There are some exceptions to this 
rule. At times we may use just a last name 
and no description. We assume that our 
readers are intelligent enough to know that 
Christ refers to Jesus H., Clinton refers to 
Hillary, and Mackerel refers to Holy. 

And then there are the first names that 
need no further elaboration, i.e. Oprah, 
Roseanne, OJ, and Grace. 

Now that we have the ground rules laid, 
we can begin the story of SQUAREUP! 

Staples was born in Cincinnati to his loving parents, 
Bostich and Swingline. At an early age, he took his eraser 
and shortened the name of his hometown, so he could prove 
to everyone that he was living in Cin. As if they didn't 
already know. It was only natural, then , that he grow up to 
be an editor and publisher. 

After years of knocking around aimlessly, having real 
jobs, and making decent money, Staples' big break came. 
Jackie Kennedy called and pleaded with him to help get 
John-John away from Daryll Hannah. Staples agreed to try, 
so he strapped on his in-line skates and went to New York to 
see if he could get John-John's attention. The verdict is not 

in on that one yet. But while Staples was there, he was able 
to explore the world of publishing with Jackie, and she told 
him that there was a crucial void to be filled in the magazine 
scene. It seems as though the only thing missing was a gay 
and lesbian square dance magazine. 

So Staples returned to Albuquerque with a purpose - to 
start his own magazine. His first task was to name it. He was 
so up about his project that he wanted to incorporate that 

feeling in the name. However, "Up 
With People" was already taken, 
"Upchuck" didn't have the right 
appeal, and "Let's Get It Up" 
sounded a tad sexist. Therefore, 
Staples settled on SQUAREUPI 

Next, Staples had to 
assemble a dedicated staff of 
professional writers . This task 
proved formidable, as each 
writer had an agent who made 
extraordinary salary demands. 
Each was trying to outdo the 
others , in order to be the 
highest paid employee. 
Only Staples' outstanding 
negotiating skills saved the 
day. It was agreed that all 
staff members would work 
at the same salary level 
one which would not 
impact their income tax 
returns in the least. The 
benefit package would 
consist of a yearly 
picnic in Hidden Park, 
if we can find it. 

Lastly, Staples 
had to put the 

finishing touches on his project by taking the staff photo. 
(See page 1, it's the one with all of us in cashmere staff 
blazers.) The staff whined and carried on and wanted this to 
be the cover photo, but Staples is a mean, nasty boss and 
refused to do it. Wait until our agents hear about this! 

So to recap this Horatio Alger story, SQUAREUPI came 
into being because Staples named it, hired a not-for-pay 
staff, and took a photograph . This is the stuff legends are 
made of. Now if we can just get people to subscribe to the 
legend. Only then will the story continue, only then will this 
writer keep her job. 

Coming next issue: SQUAREUPI, The Middle Weeks. 
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In August of 1993, thirty-four gay & lesbian 

square dancers & two-steppers 


traveled & danced in Russia & Latvia. 

The friends we met in the former Soviet Union 


will never be the same and neither will we. 

Join us and caller, Andy Shore, for a return visit, 

and a journey to meet new friends in Australia. 


Pink Trian~les
Pink Triangles Down Unlfer
in White Nights A Journey 
A Journey to to Australia 

Russia & Siberia Melbourne 
. Moscow / Novosibirsk Brisbane / Sydney 

. St. Petersburg 14 days 
14 days late Feb. 1996 

mid-June 1995 

or write us: Pink Triangle Adventures 

PO Box 14298, Berkeley, CA 94712-5298 


or e-mail us:72774.3451@compuserve.com 
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Friends Behind the Opened Curtain 

by John Paul, organizer of 1993's "Pink Triangles in Red Square" 

Ihad just disembarked with thirty-fOii'r other weary yet 
excited square dancers from a Lufthansa Airbus into the 
gray, drizzly, rural and slightly ominous setting of the 

former Soviet Union. It was difficult to believe that what 
purported to be a major 
international airport in St. 
Petersburg looked like a 
turn-of-the-century version of 
a Greyhound bus station in a 
mid-sized U.S. city. (I wonder 
today, a year after our return, 
how this structure handled the 
influx of the Goodwill Games' 
tourists and athletes. The word 
"chaos" comes neatly to 
mind.) 

Over the sea of faces that 
were waiting at customs ' end, 
1 immediately spotted Olga 
Yemelyanova - the St. 
Petersburg native who was to 
be our tour agency host and 
caller Andy Shore's translator 
during a good portion of our 
two-week adventure in August 
of 1993. On first meeting 
Olga, I found she had a very 
cautious somewhat official 
demeanor. Her perfect 
English, however, made communications beyond casual 
greetings quite easy. As we waited for fellow travelers to 
clear customs, 1 offered a shivering Olga my jacket. This 
initial small gesture somehow cemented our potential 
friendshi p. 

Previous Soviet Union travelers had told me that if you 
want a friend for life, befriend a Russian. Behind those cold 
facades developed for survival under the Communist - and 
particularly Stalinist - regime, were gracious warmhearted 
souls . (A favorite Russian saying goes, "Empty cupboards, 
full hearts .") Since the onset of perestroika, they were only 
eager to meet and embrace foreigners. 

Once out of the airline terminal, I was introduced to 
Vadim Bukaryev - an assistant to the gay land travel 
coordinator that we had requested our U.S. tour agency to 
hire. Vadim's broad face, reflecting the Mongolian heritage of 
the far southeastern part of Russia, and bright smile belied his 
staunch upbringing in The Communist Youth League. 

Out of the many Russians that 1 met over the duration of 
the journey, I developed a close attachment to both Olga and 
Vadim. We found common ground in our suspicion of big 
unwieldy governments (whether capitalist or communist) 

and discussed politics and spirituality with abandon. 
One night in St. Petersburg, Olga, my partner Chip and 1 

joined a small group of fellow travelers as we visited an 
evacuated apartment complex that was being squatted by artists. 

The twilight hour only 
added to the mystique 
of these renegade 
studios filled with 
passionately explosive 
anti-Communist 
canvases and 
memorials to John 
Lennon . Olga and 1 
chatted about the 
importing of the 
"Mickey Mouse 
culture" that was 
occurring all over her 
country. She feared for 
the loss of things truly 
Russian. Embarrassed, 
I apologized and 
acknowledged that the 
Marlboro and Snickers 
advertisements on 
every corner couldn't 
be our best offering to 
this part of the world. 

John Paul and entourage in Russia 
By the time we 

were en route to Moscow, Vadim had already analyzed most of 
our entourage with discriminating detail. We laughed and joked, 
sharing some of the frustrations and calamities of traveling with 
such a large group as we sat in the train matching Muscovite 
home stays to American visitors . We also helped each other 
learn our respective languages, pointing to an object and asking, 
"Pa Russkie?" or "In English?" As a parting gift, I gave him my 
English/Russian dictionary. I could see it in his eyes, he was 
truly grateful for our friendship, as was I. 

With great sorrow, I learned after my return that Vadim 
accidentally drowned while on vacation in Egypt. I miss the 
possibility of our growing friendship. I plan to visit his grave in 
Moscow and leave flowers or perhaps a rainbow flag . Olga, I 
will see again. She will be visiting San Francisco in fall of this 
year and 1 will be returning to St. Petersburg in summer of next 
year. I will toast our friendship -between Russian and 
American, between gay and straight - acknowledging that our 
differences can only make us better friends. 

John Paul will be leading a return trip to Russia & Siberia 
(Pink Triangles in White Nights) in June of 1995. Call (510) 
452-6114 for further information. 
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,B,ail out over Albuquerque and join us for 

IIChas~ the Chile," Sept. 30 - Oct. 2 

during Albuquerque's famous 
International Hot Air Balloon Fiesta. 

It will be the ride of your life! 

Piloted by Anne Uebelacker Friday night & 

Shelby Dawson Saturday night. 


Copilots : Bill Eyler, Kris Jensen & many more. 

For information or registration forms call 
505 .265.6094 or 505.884.3337 


