


Editor Talk 

Myron Taylor 

F
or a change in square dance pace, Editor Mike 
Staples asked me to write a letter to you for this 
issue. Although he dangerously handed me carte 
blanche concerning my message, I agreed - in 

part - that we share with you feedback we have received 
from our readership surveys as well as thoughts on our 
first year of publication. 

Producing "a magazine for gay and lesbian square 
dancers and their friends" was certainly a gamble from the 
start. Compared to other interest groups, our numbers are 
rather small. But it was Mike's vision that our square dance 
community was a dynamic social group and needed a voice 
to report on our activities. Out of that dream, SQUAREUPI 
was born. 

Sustaining the life of a newborn, however, is a different 
matter. As the SQUAREUPI staff began writing articles 
about gay and lesbian square dancing, we uncovered a 
wealth of stories in our community. Soon we were receiving 
contributions from guest writers who each focused on one 
particular aspect of square dancing, rounding out our 
coverage. As word spread about our magazine, readership 
increased, and today SQUAREUPI has metaphorically 
graduated from Basic to Mainstream. 

More than 10 percent of you participated in our recent 
survey, rating the articles in the first three issues. With few 
exceptions, you gave SQUAREUPI excellent to good marks. 
Especially noteworthy was our coverage of conventions, 
profiles, and our feature stories. We needed to shift our 
direction, however, in our humor section, with one reader 
applauding the wit but questioning its "relevance to square 
dance." Yet overall, you, our readers, have encouraged us to 
continue reporting on life as we see it within our community. 

What this all means is that SQUAREUPI is thriving in 
its second year of publication. To follow up on your 
interests, we depend upon receiving your input on what kind 
of articles you would like to read. Thanks to the survey, this 
issue of SQUAREUPI has broadened our coverage to 
include local square dance clubs to complement our national 
and international square dance perspective. We hope you 
continue to enjoy reading about what's happening in our 
world of "gay and lesbian square dancers and their friends," 
and will keep us informed as to how SQUAREUPI can serve 
you best. 

Yellow rocks, 

Myron 
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Square Dancers Take the 

Promenade Abroad 


raveling to distant places 
has become rather 
commonplace today for 
many gay and lesbian 
square dancers. After all, 
we're social beings who 

expect to log up miles on our way to 
conventions, fly-ins, and neighboring 
communities. Some of us personally 
transform these trips into mini-holidays 
which couple our love of square dancing 
with our appetite for tourism. What is 
novel in recent years, however, are fresh 
opportunities for gay square dancers to 
vacation as gay square dancers in 
foreign cities. There, far from home, we 
have the opportunity to sample the spice 
of their culture while, in turn, we can 
provide them with a taste of the fun and 
beauty of gay square dancing. 

Curtain Up! Time To Dance! Cultural 
exchange, no doubt, was on his mind 
when San Franciscan John Paul first 
fantasized in 1991 about going to Russia . 
Two years after the demise of the former 
Soviet Union, John Paul read about U.S. 
plans to produce a lesbian and gay film 
festival in Moscow. As a square dancer, 
he was excited by the spirit of glasnost 
and the possibilities of a trip for North 
American gay and lesbian square dancers 
to meet their Russian cousins . When he 
initially proposed the idea to the Foggy 
City Dancers Performance Team, some 
were intrigued while others thought he 
was going a bit overboard. Nine months 
later, however, a core of nine dedicated 
dance members (aka the "Central 
Committee") had hosted fund-raisers, 
contracted with ACFEA, a company 
specializing in Russian and Eastern 
European performing arts group tours, 
retained Andy Shore as caller-in
residence, hired Russian linguist/square 
dancer Alex Zabel in, and scheduled their 
itinerary. On August 16, 1993,34 lesbian 
and gay square dancers embarked on a 
two-week adventure to St. Petersburg, 
Moscow, and Riga called "Pink Triangles 

by Myron Taylor 

-


Dancing in Red Square 

(St. Basil's and the Kremlin in the background) 


Dinner at Vladimir Kabakov 's home in Moscow 


in Red Square." Yemelyanova, ACFEA's representative 
In St. Petersburg (formerly and a contra dance caller as well, they 

Leningrad), the Pink Triangles group guided the way for Russia's first gay 
were warmly greeted by members of the first-nighter. At the Nevsky Palace of 
Tchaikovsky Society, the local gay and Culture while Andy instructed and called 
lesbian social group. Together with Olga in English, Olga and Alex translated the 
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calls into Russian for an audience of 120 
invited guests. In between demo square 
dance performances and country/western 
dances, the Pink Triangles group 
presented a rainbow flag to the 
Tchaikovsky Society as a symbol of our 
solidarity. But the real favorite that night 
was the popular mixer, "Diki Diki 
Zapoo!" (Russian for "The Wild, Wild 
West"), a time when everyone could 
dance together! 

After four days of exploring St. 
Petersburg's sites, the group headed for 
Riga, capital of Latvia. Riga organizers 
heralded their alTival by plastering the 
town with pink flyers that announced 
"Gay Obsession Night" in Latvian and 
English. That night, in the social hall of a 
blender factory, the two groups mixed 
together for a first-nighter. Although no 
Latvian-speaking square dance 
interpreter was available, language did 
not present a problem since Latvians also 
speak Russian and didn't seem to mind. 
In fact, some Latvian hosts themselves 
performed a number of homoerotic 
dances whose message was universal and 
needed no translation. 

Back on the train again after three 
days in Riga, the Pink Triangles group 
set out for Moscow for the final leg of 

their journey. Instead of hotels, the group 
lived in apartments with their Muscovite 
home-stay hosts. They attended dance 
events at the Olympic Village, including 
an AIDS fund-raiser that garnered 
US$2,000. But perhaps the most 
remarkable indication of the new 
openness in Russian society was an 
opportunity for the Pink Triangles to 
square dance in Red Square in front of 
Lenin's tomb. 

Hand-in-hand, North American 
lesbian and gay capitalists celebrated 

freedom in the shadow 
of communism, an 
achievement (and 
dangle) that redefined 
"revolutionary" for all 
gay and lesbian 
Muscovites. 

Teacup Chain to 
England . In the middle 
of Seattle's July 1993 
IAGSDC® convention, 
Bob Young and John 
Faulds (IAGSDC'" 
Chairman and Vice
Chairman, respectively) 
amused themselves 
daydreaming of fun, 
foreign cities where they 
would like to see 
expansion clubs. At the 
top of their list, 
naturally, was Europe, 
and the premiere 
playground they chose 
was London. No need 
for interpreters here, 
gov'nor! 

When they began to 
coordinate schedules and 

gather together interested dancers, 
however, they encountered their first 
obstacle: no English contacts . John, a 
travel agent, wrote of his plans in a letter 
to London's Gay and Lesbian Centre but 
it was returned unanswered . Next, Bob 
received an unexpected lead from a gay 
man who had once visited New York's 
Cactus Club. He had established an 
English imitation of the country/western 
bar (using the same name) and was 
beginning to teach a memorized, 
rudimentary form of square dancing. 
Yankee gay square dancers, he said, were 
certainly welcome to dance with his 
beginning class! As news circulated 
regarding the proposed trip, Seth Levine 
of the Desert Valley Squares contacted a 
straight square dance group in the 
London area that danced Mainstream and 
Plus. With all this groundwork in place, 
John was able to make the necessary 
arrangements for gay square dancers to 
Chase the Queen. 

Twenty square dancers from across 
the country, including callers Bill Eyler 
and Seth Levine, converged on London 
on March 4, 1994 for a week's stay in 
England. From their vantage point at the 
Hotel St. Giles, the tour-goers were able 
to hop a double-decker bus or ride the 
Underground in search of London's 
prime attractions. During the days, they 
eagerly explored sites such as 
Parliament, Buckingham Palace, the 
British Museum, and even square danced 
at the base of Big Ben. In the evenings, 
the West End's selection of theater 
productions - including Sunset 
Boulevard, The Phantom of the Opera, 
and Miss Saigon - provided ample 
entertainment to amuse all tastes. 

On Tuesday night, the Chase the 
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Queen group hosted a scheduled first
nighter at the Bell Pub. Although 
publicity was low-key, patrons 
enthusiastically responded with three full 
squares and enjoyed learning new 
country/western steps. * Tour members 
also had an opportunity later on in the 
week to attend a suburban dance with a 
straight club. Even though the Chase the 
Queen group danced in their own gay 
squares, they were warmly received by 
the local square dancers who threw a 
festive party in their honor. 

While there were numerous 
individual excursions, to many the 
highlight of the tour was their tripon 
Sunday. In Bath, the Chase the Queen 
tour wandered around the ancient Roman 
ruins; in Salisbury, they marveled at the 
Cathedral; and at Stonehenge, what else 
could they do? They danced! Amid the 
5,000-year-old megaliths, Bill Eyler and 
Seth Levine called their tips a cappella 
to the delight of the group as well as the 
numerous onlookers. Truly, their voyage 
from the New World had come full circle 
in the Old. 

Spreekt U Square Dance? Energized by 
their success the year before and still 
fascinated with the idea of sowing seeds 
for another European club, organizers 
Bob Young and John Faulds set their 
sights on Amsterdam for 1995. This 
time, using a less formal, more flexible 
approach, Bob and John drew up plans to 
visit The Netherlands' largest city, a 
popular mecca for lesbian and gay 
travelers. 

More a "vacation for square dancers" 
than a "square dance vacation," Spin the 
Windmill brought together II dancers 
for a week's stay in Amsterdam on 
March 30, right at the begitUling of the 
famous tulip season. The Whalers, a 
straight Dutch square dance group, 
organized car pools to shuttle the Spin 
the Windmill dancers to and from their 
local Monday night square dance. 

With few contacts in Amsterdam at 
their disposal, the group's activities 
became spontaneous. Members tried to 
link up with some country/western 
enthusiasts but were unable to. Instead, 
some of the group explored the city on 
their own, studying Dutch masters in the 
museum district, touring diamond and 
Delft factories, or just enjoying the 
liberal attitude of the Dutch residents. 
Others chose to make Amsterdam a point 
of depaIture from which to visit 

Dancing at event in St. Petersburg 

neighboring European cities. While the 
tour members enjoyed the trip, all signs 
indicated that the time for Dutch gay and 
lesbian square dancing was still in the 
future. 

Here We Go Again! As more gay and 
lesbian square dancers begin to explore 
foreign travel, there will be increased 
opportunities for cultural exchange with 
gay societies abroad. Although square 
dancing is difficult to convey in just one 
introductory evening, each international 
square dance trip so far has been a 
success, and more overseas trips are in 
the works. 

This year, a new group planned a 
square dance trip to Costa Rica but it 
never materialized due to lack of interest. 
The prior organizers, however, are 
currently preparing itineraries for the 
next round, and through our goodwill 
ambassadors, some areas will most likely 
adopt our North American square 
dancing as their own. Although 
London's Trafalgar Squares and 
Australia's Lismore Scooters clubs 
require reorganization, the following 
tours in 1996 should provide them with 
the critical spark needed to set their 
hearts afire and their feet to square 
dancing. 

From February 21 through March 6, 
John Paul's Pink Triangle Adventures 
has structured a tour of Melbourne, 
Sydney and Brisbane, Australia, called 
Pink Triangles Down Under. The trip 
will coincide with Sydney's famous gay 
Mardi Gras and will feature the 
Australian Line Dancers at the Sydney 

hoedown. Square dancers will also be 
treated to the calling talents of Andy 
Shore as well as country/western dance 
instruction from DotUla E, a favorite of 
the Olivia Cruises. The trip that John 
Paul has created allows generous time 
for dancing, sightseeing, socializing, and 
free time. For more information, contact: 
Pink Triangle Adventures, PO Box 
14298, Berkeley, CA 94712-5298; e
mail: pta@spiral.com; tel: 
1-800-843-0181. 

For those who missed their last two 
tours, Bob and John have arranged a 10
day trip to Amsterdam and London 
together, dubbed Connect the Queens. 
BegitUling April 26, 1996, the present 
schedule includes arrival in Amsterdam 
for Queen Beatrix's birthday celebration, 
dancing in the world-renowned Tulip 
Gardens, a ride on the Eurostar under the 
English Channel, and dancing to Anne 
Uebelacker. Again, Bob and John have 
scheduled plenty of time for sightseeing, 
theater, and travel. For more information, 
contact: John Faulds, c/o Select Travel 
Services, Inc., 1618 E. Osborn Road, 
Phoenix, AZ 85016-7122; tel: 1-800
743-3550. 

*Interest generated from this first-nighter 
continued to grow and soon afterwards 
they founded England's first gay and 
lesbian square dance club, the Trafalgar 
Squares. 

A special thank you to Bob Young for 
supplying the England and Amsterdam 
photos, and Steve Browningfor the 
Russian photos. 
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Outrageous Fun 

An Interview with Mike DeSisto 

by Mike Staples 

t's your first IAGSDC® convention. Excited 

and nervous, you make your way to the Plus 
hall. You're surprised to find squares so 

tightly packed that it's hard to tell one from 
another. Your pulse quickens as you're caught 
up in a wave of energy. Above the whoops and 

hollers, you hear a voice that resonates with enthusiasm. 
You easily spot the caller, his animated expressions 
leaving little doubt that he's having a great time. 
Without stating it, his message is clear: "It's party time 
and you'd better be having fun!" 

When dancing with Mike DeSisto, boredom is not 
an option. A caller and entertainer, Mike always leaves 
his audience stomping and clapping for more at the end 

of a tip. A perennial favorite at conventions and fly-ins, 
Mike's friendly nature and exuberant calling have won 
over the hearts of virtually every lesbian and gay square 
dancer. 

Not as mean as he looks. 
Mike recently underwent surgery to remove a large 

benign tumor lodged between his esophagus and spine. In the two months prior to the 
surgery, the tumor grew rapidly from the size of a golf ball to that of a tangerine. The 
operation required removing the tumor without damaging the two nerves that control Mike's 
vocal cords. It would be a frightening operation for anyone, but especially so for someone 

who earns a living with his voice. 
The operation was successful, and Mike's doctor felt it was nothing short of a miracle 

that the tumor came out in one piece. During the surgery, the nerves controlling Mike's vocal 
cords were stretched to make room for removing the tumor. As a result, IVlike has been 
hoarse and has taken a two-month break to regain his voice. He is on the mend, and hopes to 

be calling again by the time this article is published. Mike expressed his appreciation for all 
the messages and get well cards he received. 

We took advantage of the break in his calling schedule to ask Mike a few questions. 
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SquareUp: What do you enjoy the 
most about calling? 

Mike DeSisto: Being able to entertain 
people. People come to the dance and 
they may have had a bad day at work or 
may be fighting with their spouse or they 
just don't feel good. For some reason, I 
have an ability to make people smile and 
have a good time. When they leave the 
dance, they're all smiling. They may 
have been grouchy when they got there, 
but when they leave, they ' re in a good 
mood. I don't know why, but I seem to 
have that ability. I'm really glad I do, 
because I like making people happy. 

SU: Did you develop your style 
gradually or did you always see 
yourself as an entertainer? 

MD : I believe that it's something born 
into you. You're either an entertainer or 
you're not. You're a singer or you're not. 
You're a doctor or you're not. 

Teen idol and square dance caller, center-stage. 

When I was a kid - I statted 
dancing when I was eight and started 
calling when I was about nine years old 
- I used to go down in my Mom and 
Dad's basement, and when I'd be 
practicing there were fifty squares down 
there. I never had a small dance! 

I'd pretend I was talking to people, 
"No George, over here," or "Marie, over 
here." I'd talk to people who weren't 
even there. I think when I finally started 
calling in front of big groups, it didn't 
bother me. When I was a little kid , I 
fantasized about all these dancers 
anyway, so when I did get in front of 
them it didn't bother me. 

SU: So you were pretending at nine 
that you had audiences listening to 
you? 

MD: I was also calling little guest tips 
here and there. My Mom and Dad would 
drag me around. Thank God they did 
that. They'd drag me over here to this 

dance and drag me over here to that 
dance, and I'd get on for a guest tip here 
and there and it just kind of started to be a 
little fun thing to do and turned into a way 
of life. 

The first year I was dancing, all I 
could do was stare at the caller. I told my 
Mom and Dad, "I want to do that." 
"Yeah, it's like you wanted to do the 
accordion. Okay, we'll let you do it, but 
you've got to practice." I practiced 
sometimes eight hours a day. I mean every 
day, I never missed a day, because it was 
something in me, I don't know why it 
was, but it was just in me to do it and I 
wanted to do it really bad. 

The only way I knew I was going to 
be able to do it was if I practiced and got 
good enough to do it. I watched a lot of 
old callers who aren't around anymore. I 
watched what they did, and I looked at 
them and took the bad things that they did 
and made sure I didn't do those things and 
I tried to incorporate a lot of the good 
things that they did into my style. 
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SU: Was there a particular caller who 
you really liked, who you tried to 
emulate? 

MD: I've never tried to emulate 
anybody, because you have to be 
yourself. I may have picked things 
there's some things Johnny Preston does 
that I like and I might steal that one little 
thing. There 's things that Morris Savada 
that I liked and I stole maybe a little bit 
of that. But basically, Mike DeSisto is 
Mike DeSisto. He 's not a clone of Morris 
Savada or a clone of Johnny Preston. I 
have my own distinct style, and I like 
that, because nobody else does what I do . 

good posture, great projection 

SU: When you and Johnny call 
together, everyone rushes to the hall. 
What is it about you and Johnny that 
is so appealing? 

MD: I think we have a really good 
chemistry. He's an entertainer just like I 
am, and when we're together, there's no 
competition. The only trung in mind for 
both of us, our ultimate goal, is to please 

8 SQUAREUP! OCTOBER 1995 

every person on that floor, and the way 
we can do that is by good choreography 
and a good blend of the two of us 
together. He doesn't try to outdo me and I 
don't try to outdo him. You have to work 
together like that. There are some callers 
I can't call with, because - I won't say 
they're intimidated by me, because I 
don't think I'm that great - they want to 
try and be better than me because they 
know that I'm popular, and when they get 
up with me they want to say, "I want to 
bury this guy." I don't work well with 
those guys. 

SU: You have so much enthusiasm and 
energy, and you always seem up 
for calling. How do you prepare 
yourself for the dances? 

MD : I basically do nothing to 
prepare myself for a dance. This 
may sound funny, but the only 
thing I do on the way to the dance 
is pray to the good Lord above to 
give me the strength and the power 
and the wisdom to give everybody 
on that floor the best night of their 
life. And I ask Him that before 
every dance and I thank Him after 
every dance. 

SU: You're one of the favorite caBers 
in gay and lesbian square dancing. Did 
you take any flak for that from the 
straight square dance community? 

MD: I did at first, but I set them straight 
right at the very beginning, because I told 
them, you can't tell me that you have a 
hall full of straight square dancers, that 
out of all those square dancers there's not 
one guy that's making love to his 
neighbor, not one guy who's abusing his 
cruld, not one guy doing some other 
stupid thing. And I said at least when I 
call for gay people, they just say, "Hey, 
I'm gay and that's just the way it is." 
There 's no hiding anything and they're 
right up front with me. They 've never, 
ever hit on me, except for Sybil. They 
treat my wife like a princess. I always tell 
them that I wish that straight people 
could take a few lessons from the gay 
people that I call for. 

SU: You mentioned your wife, Kathy. 
It's always a pleasure to see her at a 
dance. Does she enjoy dancing with us? 

MD: Yes, she has a great time. She's 

usually scared to death because she 
doesn't square dance much. Her job is a 
very demanding job, and so when she's 
home she usually stays home. When she 
gets home from work she just wants to sit 
on her back deck and listen to the trees 
that are blowing in the wind and watch 
the birds and the squirrels and relax. But 
when she does come to the dance and she 
dances, when we go back to the hotel 
room she'll start, "Man oh man those 
guys can dance! They had me whirling 
and twirling." Guess what? Straight 
people don't dance like that. She does 
enjoy dancing with you guys. 

Kathy and Mike 

SU: What is your favorite story about 
calling for gay and lesbian square 
dancers? 

MD: It was probably the story back when 
I was doing the Cleveland Fly-In. I was 
doing it with Bill Eyler, and Bill says 
towards the end of the fly-in, "You know, 
the first fly-in I did, after it was over, he 
[the other caller] came out. The second 
fly-in I did, the caller I was with, at the 
end of that fly-in, he came out." And he 
said, "And this year I ' m doing it with 
Mike DeSisto." And I say, "And this is 
the year the tradition is broken." So we 
all got a good chuckle out of it. 

When I got home, I got a call - a 
couple of the Swedes [Swedish callers] 
were coming up and going to be staying 
at my house - and one of them says, "I 
hear you're coming out." And this guy's 
in California, right? And I say, "What are 
you talking about?" He says, "Well , it 
was on the Internet, and anybody that 
does that Festival comes out after it's 
over." It beat me home. When I got 
home, I got a call from him, and he 
thought I'd get a good chuckle out of that 
one. 



SU: Do you see any changes for 
lesbian and gay square dancing in the 
next five years? 

MD: I see a lot of new gay callers 
coming up. Unfortunately, they ' re 
getting so good and so popular that 
they're going to be kicking some of us 
straight guys out of there, as far as some 
of the fly-ins go and things I ike that. I 
don't think that they'll ever completely 
take over. As far as the dancing level 
goes, I don't know if it 's quite as strong 
as it was at first, but it's still completely 
the most enjoyable calling that I do. 
They appreciate what I do, and they 
make me better sometimes 
than what I really am, because 
you expect a lot, and I won't 
let them down. Even though I 
was having problems with my 
throat, I still would try giving 
you everything I' ve got. These 
people have always supported 
me and stood behind me, and 
been really nice to me, and I'll 
always give you 150 percent 
even I've only got 10 percent 
left in me. 

SU: Where do you see 
yourself in the next five 
years? 

MD: I hope to hook up with a 
record company within the 
next year or so. There are still 
a few things I want to 
accomplish before I'm finally 
done. I think I've probably got 
about ten years left. It just 
depends on my voice. I've 
gotten to where I've looked at 
how some people keep going 
and going, when their 
choreography starts getting 
bad, and their voice starts 
getting bad, and their 
enthusiasm is gone, and they just keep 
going. I can't do that. Once my voice is 
gone or I lose my love for it or my spirit 
I'll just quit. I see myself doing a lot 
more in Europe and trying to get a little 
bit more of my stateside stuff going. 

SU: What would you like to be known 
for? 

MD: I'd just like everybody to remember 
me as a guy from Seattle who went 
around the country calling for gay 

groups and trying to show them the 
best time that they could possibly 
have for that weekend , and that I 
was also the only straight caller that 
made ten conventions in a row. 

SU: You should be getting a 
medallion for that! 

MD: I will, at the next convention. 
I'll be the first straight caller who's 
ever done that, and that's something 
I'm really proud of, because, as you 
know, the quality of callers that they 
have at the convention is high 
quality as far as I'm concerned. And 

Party-time with Mike 

it's quite an honor to have been able 
to be at ten conventions. It blows me 
away. I don't consider myself that 
great of a caller, and there are so 
many guys around who are so much 
better than I am, and it is a real 
privilege to be able to be on ten of 
them in a row. As far as I know, I'll 
be in Las Vegas, and I'm going to be 
in Portland, so I think I'm on least 
the next two or three after this . 

SU: I can't imagine a convention 

without you. 

MD: My wife told me one time, "You know 
DeSisto, you're not going to be there 
sometimes. They're going to want someone 
else ." And I went, "God, I can't imagine 
that. " And then she says, "You know it's 
going to happen eventually." And I told her, 
"Well you know what I plan on is I want to 
stay on them until I die, and then when I die 
I'm going to send you tapes." 

SU: Is there anything else you'd like 
people to know about you? 

MD : It's what you see is what you get with 
me. I don't require a lot of attention. 
I just enjoy doing what I do, and I 
want it to go on for a long time to 
come. I look forward to doing the 
fly-ins, and I really look forward to 
doing the conventions. Basically 
that's it. 

When I' m home, I enjoy 
working around my house. What 
we've done all weekend is mow the 
lawn and spread beauty bark. I've 
got a fish farm, and I take care of 
my fish. I'mjust a pretty normal 
person when I'm at home. When 
I'm on the stage, I'm in a 
completely different time warp. 
When I step on the stage, it's like 
you're in my world now and we're 
going to play and we're going to 
have fun. We're going to forget all 
our troubles and just have fun. And 
maybe only for two to tlu'ee hours, 
but for that three hours you're with 
me, we're going to have fun. 

I believe square dancing should 
be fun. I think sometimes too much 
emphasis is put on choreography. 
Choreography to me is only 
probably 10 percent of the dance. 
The other 90 percent is being able to 
entertain people. I can call a very 
simple, simple, simple dance, and 

people don't even know it because they ' re 
just smiling and giggling and laughing. 
You ' ll never remember me for outrageous 
choreography. But you will remember that 
when you danced to me you had fun. And 
that's a ll that matters to me. 

SU: Would it be fair to say that we can 
remember you for outrageous fun instead 
of outrageous choreography? 

MD: Yes. No outrageous choreography, but 
outrageous fun! 
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IAGSDC© Event Calendar 

International Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs: A Lesbian and Gay Organization 

PO. Box 15428, Crystal City VA 22215-0428, (800) 835-6462 

- 1995  FEB 
L.Kopman. Info: Nancy Shelton 

OCT 

01-31 This October is the 2nd annual 
Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual History 
Month. 

02-04 Shoot the North Star II, Minnesota 
Wild Roses, Minneapolis MN. 
Callers: D.Murray, D.Salstrom. 
Info: Thom Rohloff 
(612) 536-8862. 

26-28 

(415) 479-7076. - * 

Spring Fly-in, Squares Across the 
Border, Vancouver BC. Callers : 
TBA. Info: Dana Cromie 
(604) 733-7566. 

06-09 Load the Boat V, Cleveland City 
Country Dancers, Cleveland OH. 
Callers: S.Bryant, A.Uebelacker. 
Info : Don Muntz (216) 531-1265. 

16-19 Tinseltown Squares Fly-in, 
Hollywood CA. Callers: 
A.Uebelacker and TBA. Info: 
Brad Peterson (818) 454-1487. 

26-28 

26-05 

3rd Rodeo in the Rock, Little Rock 
AR. Info: (501) 522-4466. -R 

Remake the Tour, a square dance 

11 National Coming Out Day. 
Info : (800) 866-6263. 

21-06 Pink Triangles Dow n Under, a 
square dance journey to Australia . 
Caller: A.Shore . Info : John Paul 

adventure to Amsterdam and 
London. Caller: A.Uebelacker. 
Info: John Faulds (800) 743-3550. 

13-15 Run W ild , 6th Gay A&C W eekend, 
BOO, Seattle WA. R.Brendzy, 
S.Bryant, VCeder, A.Uebelacker. 
Info: Bob Moritz (206) 324-8786. 

23-25 

(800) 843-0181 . 

W inter Dance Camp, Lavender 
Country and Folk Dance , Becket 
MA (Berkshires) . Caller: Dave 

MAY 

03-05 Pass the Ocean, Hon!, 
Chesapeake Squares , Rehoboth 

19-22 9th IGRA Finals Rodeo, Denver Kaynor. Info: Robin Nollet DE. MDeSisto, PDiven, 
CO. Info : (303) 839-8810. -R (508) 544-8447 . -T E.McAtee, B .Rubright. Info: 

27-29 Peel the Pumpkin, Times 29-03 Mile High Pass By (for women), 
Kirk Hurley (410) 833-3617 . 

Squares, New York NY. Callers: Sugar & Spice Sister Squares, 17-19 Wheel Through Ghost Ranch, 
S.Bryant, TFellegy. Info: Denver CO. Caller: A.Uebelacker. Abiquiu NM. Callers: S.Bryant, 
Sheldon Green (212) 741-0168. Info Dvorah Dnali (303) 433-4948. K.Jensen. Info: Peli Lee 

27-29 Scares and Squares 95, 
Rosetown Ramblers, Portland OR. MAR 17-19 

(505) 989-8627. 

Zia Regional Rodeo, Albuquerque 
Callers: G.Matthew, A. Uebelacker. 
Info: Michael McMullen 
(503) 297-6416 . 

15-17 Cloverleaf in the Sand, South 
Florida Mustangs, Hollywood FL. 
Callers: C .Phillips, DVowell. Info: 17-19 

NM. Info: NMGRA 
(505) 255-5045. -R 

Greater Motown International 

NOV 
15-17 

Terry Chero (305) 942-1297. 

6th Saguaro Regional Rodeo , 

Rodeo, Detroit MI. Info: 
(313) 271-8616 . -R 

03-05 

17-19 

24-26 

3rd Desert Empire Regional 
Rodeo, GSGRA, Palm Springs CA. 
Info : (619) 320-8686. -R 

TG.R.A ., Ft W orth TX. -R 

Pearl and Gem Dance/12th Anniv 
Fly-in , Squares Across the Border, 
Vancouver BC . TCrawford , 
A. Uebelacker. 

29-31 

APR 

Tucson AZ . Info : (520) 323-0805. 
-R 

Pass the Sea 96, Finest City 
Squares , San Diego CA. Callers: 
TBA. Info : Scott Parker 
(619) 268-4249 . 

24-27 

24-26 

9th Annual Fly-in , Triangle 
Squares, Toronto ON Canada. 
Callers . A. Uebelacker, 
J.Uebelacker. Info: Dierdre Taylor 
(416) 694-7371 . 

Great Plains Regional Rodeo, 
Oklahoma City OK. Info : The 
Bunkhouse (405) 943-0843. -R 

DEC 

Info (604) 733-7566. 01-03 23rd Annual Callerlab Convention, 
Kansas City MO. Info (800) 331
2577 or (507) 288-5121 .  ' 

~UN 

01-03 Bay Area Regional Rodeo, San 

01 World AIDS Day/A Day Without 
Art, many cities. 

05-07 Philadelphia Freedom Fly-in, 
Philadelphia PA. Callers: D.Hodge, 

Francisco CA. Info : GSGRA (415) 
985-5200. -R 

01-03 Chase Right 95, Neon Squares, 
Las Vegas NV Callers: B.Eyler, 

G.Matthew, A.Uebelacker. Info: 
Cindy Konecko (215) 842-9026. 

07-09 Big Sky Regional Rodeo, Billings 
MT -R 

A.Finch . Info: Larry Cormier 
(702) 457-6933. 

- 1996 

05-07 Chase the Bunny, Les Carres aux 
Dattes dOttawa Hull Date Squares, 
Ottawa ON . Caller: PWaters. Info: 
Larry White (613) 738-2078. 

20-22 30th National Advanced and 
Challenge Convention, Virginia 
Beach VA. Callers : multiple. Info: 
Ed Foote (412) 935-2734. -' 

~AN 

12-14 Swing Thru Arizona, Desert Valley 
Squares, Phoenix AZ . Callers : 

12-14 

19-21 

12th Greater Los Angeles Rodeo, 
Burbank CA. Info : 
(310) 498-1675 .-R 

Capital City Squares Fly-in , 

26-29 45th National Square Dance 
Convention, San Antonio TX. 
Callers: multiple . Info : John and 
Jackie Gilbert (210) 681-1428. -* 

TFellegy, A.Uebelacker. Info : Guerneville CA. Callers: TBA. Info : 
Seth Levine (602) 256-2327. George Fox (916) 929-8697 . ~UL 

12-14 Road Runner Regional Rodeo , 19-21 15th PACE Spectacu lar, New ark 04-06 Stars, Thars & Cable Cars, 13th 
Phoenix AZ . Info : (602) 265-0618. CA. Callers: VCeder, D .Hodson, IAGSDC Convention, 



San Francisco CA. R .Brendzy, 
S .Bryant, VCeder, TCrawford , 
M.DeSisto, B .Eyler, TFellegy, 
E.Henerlau, D.Parnell, A.Shore, 
A. Uebelacker, B .Wise. Location 
Hyatt Regency Embarcadero. Info: 
(415) 824-6107. 

18-20 	 10th Canadian National, 
Edmonton AB Canada. Callers: 
multiple . In fo: Allan and Norma 
Serra (403) 466-3564. - * 

AUG 

08-10 	 15th American Advanced and 
Chal lenge Convention, Toledo OH. 
Callers: multiple. Info: Larry 
Perkins (3 13) 269-6182. -* 

30-02 	 Great Chicago Crossfire VII, Chi 
Town Squares, Chicago IL. 
Callers: TBA. Info: John Pope 
(3 12) 248-8110. 

30-01 	 26th Singles Dance-A -Rama, 
Denver CO. Callers: multiple . Info : 
Carolyn von Goetz 
(303) 452-9226. - * 

SEP 

01-30 	 September is International Square 
Dance Month. 

20-22 	 IAGLCWDC Annual Convention, 
Long Horns CW Dance Troupe , 
Los A ngeles CA. Info : 
(818) 764-7482. 

27-29 	 7th Gay A&C Weekend, Desert 
Va lley Squares, Phoenix AZ. 
TFellegy, MJacobs, 
A.Ue belacker, D .W ilson. Info : 
Ted O. (602) 253-8237. 

• SOUND SYSTEMS 

• SPEAKERS 

OCT 

01-31 

04-06 

10-12 

11-13 

25-27 

This October is the 3rd annual 

Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual History 

Month. 


Chase the Chile, The Wilde 

Bunch, A lbuquerque NM. Callers : 

B.Eyler, K.Jensen, A. Uebelacker. 

Info : Mike Staples (505) 242-7658. 


Canadian Challenge Convention, 

Hamil ton ON. VCeder, D .Hodson, 

R .Howell, M.Jacobs, L .Kopman, 

B.Urbasik. Info: (905) 335 -1110 .
. 
Names Project Memorial Quilt 
Display, W ashin g ton DC (The 
Mall). Info : Names Project 
(415) 882-5500. 

Peel the Pumpkin, Times Squares, 
New York NY. Cal lers: B .Ey ler, 

-* : ostensibly straight square dance 

-R: gay rodeo 

-T: gender-free traditional or country 

GLACD/SC 

Gay and Lesbian 


Advanced and Challenge Dancers 

of Southern California 


advanced and challenge dancing 

(818) 454-3276 or glacd@cloverleaf.com 

dance. 

Please make 
Calendar 
available to 
club members. 

Updates: 
James 
Ozanic h,1 8 15 
Urbana Way, 
Sacramento 
CA 95833
2646, (916) 
925-4242. 

E-Mail : 
0004120870@ 
mcimail. com. 
Verify info w ith 
local contacts. 

HILTON portable sound systems 

OUTSTANDING - PERFORMANCE, QUALITY, 


AND SERVICE 


• THE DIRECTOR COLUMN 

• MICROPHONES 

• WIRELESS MICS 

• SP.EAKER STANDS 

• RECORD CASES 

• TAPE RECORDERS 

• CORDS AND CABLES 

Phone or write for complete 
information package with prices. 

HILTON AUDIO PRODUCTS. INC. 
1033-E Shary Circle • Concord, CA 94518 

Phone: 510-682-8390 FAX: 510-682-8497 

NOV 

08-10 

29-01 

G.Matthew, E.McAtee. Info: 
(2 12) 741-0168. 

Annual Fly - in, DC Lambda 
Squares, Harpers Ferry WV 
Callers: TBA. Info : Mike 
Pemberton (703) 578-4068. 

13th Anniversary Fly-in , Squares 
Across the Border, Vancouver BC. 
Callers: TBA. Info : Dana Cromie 
(604) 733-7566. 

http:mcimail.com
mailto:glacd@cloverleaf.com


• • OPINION 


Gay Callers Fees: 

Equal Pay lor Equal Work? 


by Paul Waters 

T
he date for the dance has been 
selected, and the venue 
decided, now it's time to book 
the caller. But who to hire? 

There's the local caller who calls for 
several straight clubs and expects to be 
paid appropriately when he does guest 
bookings. Then there's the out-of-town 
caller who is willing to ca.ll for a 
reasonable rate, but then there's 
transpOltation and perhaps lodging too . 
But maybe instead, we'll hire the Gay 
Callers Association (GCA) caller who 's 
been calling for several years and has 
actually gotten pretty good. And best of 
all, we won't have to pay them ... 

Say what? .. Not be paid??? .. In 
these days of a mindset toward equal pay 
for equal work, isn't there something just 
a bit strange about this? 

To be fair, not aIlIAGSDC@ clubs 
expect their club member callers to call 
for free, but the full spectl1.lm exists . All 
the way from clubs that pay their GCA 
callers what they would pay a straight 
caller for comparable work to ones that 
operate with a less enlightened policy, 
i.e., paying little or nothing. For 
example, the Times Squares has paid 
their GCA callers "scale" for many 
years. But the San Francisco Bay area 
has been very much at the other end of 
the spectrum. How any particular club 
chooses to treat their GCA callers is a 
practice that has evolved over time, and 
usually reflects the circumstances that 
existed when the club came into being. 

Many IAGSDC clubs began by 
getting together a group and then doing 
their best learning to dance to records 
and tapes. Often a single person would 
emerge as the leader, and would select 
the material to be danced, teach the calls, 
handle the walk-throughs and determine 
how to dance a particularly difficult 
figure. Over time, it's not a big step to 
move from using a mic to walk through a 
figure to putting on a record and calling 
it. And then the question arises of when 
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the class instructor crosses the line to 
where they should be called a caller. And 
once the decision has been made that the 
class instructor is now the class caller, 
the issue payment for services rendered 
needs to be addressed. Under these 
circumstances, since everyone has grown 
accustomed the current an'angement, i.e., 
paying little or nothing, there is no 
driving force to make any changes. The 
GCA callers is then put in to the position 
of either staying silent while they are 
being taken advantage of, or saying 
something and appearing like a 
mercenary. Records and calling 
equipment cost money, and 
compensation for time spent on 
preparation is not out of line either. 

It's a tricky situation. The vast 
majority of the GCA callers have learned 
their trade in full view of everyone, and 
we've witnessed the entire learning 
process. First, knowing the GCA caller 
as a dancer, then a dancer who was 
learning to call, then a new caller that 
was painful to dance to, then a new 
caller, then a caller, etc. And at what 
point is it appropriate to change from 
treating the individual as a one of the 
crowd to treating them the way we treat 
callers? Who's to say? 

My feeling is that once an individual 
has made the commitment to put in the 
time and effort to change from being a 
club member who dabbles in calling to 
becoming a 
caller, that they 

their present skill level, as well as 
receiving things as "domestic partner" 
benefits, i.e., complementary admission 
for partners to dances, fly-ins and 
conventions, and the meals that are 
typically part of these events (these are 
routinely extended to the spouses of 
straight callers that call for gay events, 
but are not always extended to the 
spouses of gay callers) . 

But in addition to the difficulties 
that every new caller has to go through 
to gain recognition for their hard won 
skills, gay square dancing offers its new 
callers an opportunity that is not 
available to our straight brethren. 

There's an old adage that it's hard to 
be king in your own backyard, and the 
number of callers that are considered 
"national caliber" in the area where they 
live are few an far between. But there is 
one notable exception, and the 
experience of Sandy Bryant provides an 
interesting scenario that is uniquely 
available to GCA callers. 

In Sandy'S home town, there are five 
clubs in Chicago proper. There are more 
clubs in the suburbs. While the city clubs 
routinely dance with the suburban clubs, 
the suburban clubs rarely travel into the 
city. Sandy learned her trade calling to 
the city clubs, and did not become 
known in the Chicago area until she had 
become proficient at calling these levels . 
Although these five city clubs knew 

SQUARE ROUND
should be lI)) 1O>'r."lI)) COUNTRY WESTERNaccorded the 

~~~ WESTCOASTSWINGsame cOUltesies 
as well as the VIDEO CL~~~~:~responsi bili ties 
that come with lNlI'lERNAT10NALmaking this 
commitment. Instructional Dance Ta 
This would entail 3649 Whittier Blvd. 
both being paid Los Angeles, CA 90023 
"on scale," in (213) 262-5942
accordance with 
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her when she was still on the early side 
of the learning curve, the rest of the 
Chicago dancers never did. As a 
consequence, Sandy is unique among 
Chicago callers in being thought of as a 
national caller who happens to live in the 
area, rather than a local caller who does 
some out-of-town bookings. 

Although the line between gay and 
straight square dancing is becoming 
more blurred every day, the two continue 
to operate largely independent of each 
other. As a consequence, this state of 
affairs allows the new GCA caller the 
same opportunity that Sandy was able to 
utilize at the beginning of her calling 
career, i.e., the opportunity to build 
calling skills away from the larger 
dancing population. Several of the GCA 
callers have already been able to take 
advantage of this, most notably Bill 
Eyler and Andy Shore, and many more 
are well on their way to becoming 
known in their local areas as capable 
callers that just arrived on the scene 
without having to deal with the baggage 
of being perceived as newer callers. 

I believe it would be worthwhile for 
each IAGSDC@ club to review their 
policy with regard to how they pay their 
GCA callers for classes/danceslfly-insl 
etc. If it is determined they are being 
unduly taken advantage of because 
they're "family," well, then it might be 
worth a hard look at why this policy 
exists, and consider that it might be 
appropriate to make alterations. 
Although a decision to pay all GCA 
callers the same scale that would be used 
to hire other local callers for dances, 
classes, workshops might result in 
overpayment in some circumstances, I 
believe that the overall effect of giving 
the GCA callers our collective support 
and a vote of confidence will balance 
whatever inequities might result. 

[Ed. Opinion articles reflect the author s 
viewpoints and not necessarily Ihose of 
the SQUAREUPI staff. To respond to 
opinions presented in SQUAREUPI, send 
a Letter to the Editor to SQUAREUPI 
Magazine, 501 Mulberry NE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87106, or e-mail to 
mSlaples @lanl.gov. 

We hope to make this a regular 
column and encourage you 10 share your 
views with our readers.} 

This is the first ofa series ofcolumns 
that will present general lesbian and gay 
square dance news. Most stories are 
obtainedfrom the LGCWSD (Lesbian 
and Gay Country Western Square Dance) 
Internet list and verified with the 
authors. We welcome your input for 
ji/lure columns. Submittals can be mailed 
to SquareUp Magazine, 501 Mulberry 
NE, Albuquerque, NM, or e-mail address 
mstaples@lanl.gov. 

O
ne of the highlights at our 

annual convention is the 

introduction of new 

IAGSDC@ clubs. At Stars, 


Thars and Cable Cars, look for five new 
clubs who may join our family. First
nighters have taken place or are 
scheduled in the following cities: 

London, Ontario, Canada 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Raleigh/Durham, NC 
Dallas, TX 
York, PA 

The trademark process for the IAGSDC® 
logo and name is going smoothly. There 
is a 45 day waiting period after 
publication of the proposed trademark in 
the Trademark Gazette to allow for 
challenges. The trademark will become 
official if no challenges are filed with the 
Patent and Trademark office during that 
time. Official notification has not yet 
been received. [Bob Young] 

The Finest City Squares joined the San 
Diego Square Dance Association in 

September, 1994. The Association has 
been very supportive and members have 
often attended Finest City events. No one 
anticipated, however, that Association 
members would ask to march with Finest 
City Squares in S.D.'s gay pride parade. 
The subject was brought up at a recent 
Association meeting and Finest City will 
happily extend an invite next year. 

There's more to the story. At a San 
Diego State football game last fall, 
square dancing was scheduled as the 
halftime entertainment. The woman 
organizing the event refused to allow 
same-sex couples to register, excluding 
first several heterosexual women and 
then Finest City Squares. University 
officials informed the organizer that the 
exclusion violated state law and that the 
event would be cancelled if it happened 
again. Steve van Keuren of Finest City 
Squares wrote a letter protesting the 
incident and sent copies to the San Diego 
Square Dance Association. Reactions 
varied from hostile to supportive. 
However, the event organizer later lost a 
bid for the Association presidency when 
several clubs voted against her because 
of the incident. As a gesture of support 
after the election, the Association 
supplied Finest City Squares with free 
ice cream for one of their monthly 
dances. [Steve van Keuren] 

Doug Sewell of Cleveland City Country 
Dancers found a reference to the 
IAGSDC® home page on page 17 of 
"Building A Web Site" (authored by 
net.genesis and Devra Hall, publisher 
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Prima Online). In a list of sites representing the 
variety of resources on the web, and how the web 
can appeal to both general and specific audiences, 
the IAGSDC® page was alongside the IBM corporate 
page, Paramount 's Star Trek home page, the House 
of Representatives, and the Monster online job 
placement board . [Doug Sewell] 

Congratulations to the El Camino Reelers who have 
been accepted into full membership in the Santa Clara 
Valley Square Dancers Association (SCVSDA). At the 
general meeting in Los Gatos on July 23, the delegates 
voted unanimously to accept ECR's application. 
Previous membership restrictions required that a club 
have at least 12 couples (where a couple was defined to 
be one man and one woman). Through the efforts of 
Jim and Sue Davis, Directors on the SCVSDA Board, 
the association's bylaws were changed. Now clubs with 
24 members (without regard to gender) can join. 
[Jim Smith] 

On August 22, Sacramento's Capital City Squares 
became the first gay and lesbian square dance club to 
host a dance at the California State Fair. Capital City 
was offered this opportunity through their membership 
in the ASDSC (Associated Square Dancers of Superior 
California.) More than 40 people from Capital City 
Squares and Bay Area clubs danced for two hours to the 
spirited vocals of Andy Shore. [Russ Marsh] 

Howard Dental Center, a private-style free dental clinic 
built in Denver, Colorado, was named for a former 
Rocky Mountain Rainbeau, John H. Howard, D.D.S. 
The Center is dedicated to bringing compassionate, 
professional dental care to persons who are HIV 
positive or have AIDS and are medically indigent. 
Funded by private donations and a $239,000 grant from 
the Ryan White Care Act, the center is staffed by a full 
time dentist, a hygienist, a dental assistant, a 
receptionist/business manager and volunteer dentists. 
The dental center was named for John because he was 
the first Denver dentist who agreed to treat persons with 
HIV The ribbon cutting ceremony 
occurred on December 14, 1994 with 
Denver Mayor Wellington Webb 
presiding. [Anne Howard] 

Square dancers in southern California 
recently enjoyed GLACD/SC's (Gay and 
Lesbian Advanced and Challenge 
Dancers of Southern California) 
September kickoff dance - an evening 
of innovative and mind-bending 
advanced and challenge material called 
at full-tilt by Anne Uebelacker. GLACD 
was founded by five people who 
typically spend a lot of time dancing 
together, often in straight settings. Hal 

the opportunity to dance advanced and challenge levels in a gay and 
lesbian-friendly environment. GLACD is serious about dancer 
proficiency and places a strong emphasis on dancing full level 
material. The organization is currently coordinating C 1 dancing on the 
2nd and 4th Saturdays, preparing a dance schedule for advanced 
dancers, and awaiting Anne's return for their next "5th Friday dance" 
on March 29, 1996. For more information contact GLACD/SC at (818) 
454-3276 or glacd@cloverleaf.com. [Peter Barbour] 

Rosetown Ramblers of Portland, Oregon invite you 
to hop on your broomstick and come to our fly-in! 

SCARES 

=AND = 


SQUARES 


With: ANNI UIBILACEIR 

BLINN MArrHIW 


Just S60 lor ahigh/Bning/Y good timet 
Registration forms are available at all lAGS DC 
clubs, or contact: Karin/Rlsa: (503) 232-7643, 
John: (503) 235-1773 oshln@metheus.com, or 
Michael: (503) 297-6416 mwm@ratlonal.com 

Rosetown Ramblers, PO Box 5352, Portland, OR 97228 

PORTLAND'S 
,... :q,t 


BFs~) 331-1104 
Anker, Peter Barbour, Laura Green, Brad 1744 NE CLACKAMAS STREET PORTLAND, OR 97232 
Peterson, and Kathy Yhip want to 
provide all southern Californians with 
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A new series for the complete lesbian/gay square dancer: 

Mini Biographies of IAGSDC® Clubs 


This issue's nutshell collection in no particular order: 

The 

Finest 

Lambda DC Lambda 
squares 

Rocket 

1101 all official club logoTriangle 

Squares (or Flirts) 

TRIANGLE SQUARES 
TORONTO 

ANote Irom the Editor 

Welcome to the first in a series 
of mini biographies of 
IAGSDC® clubs. In our recent 

survey, several readers indicated they 
wanted us to report on square dancing at 
the local, national, and international 
levels. 

I would like to see this column 
become a fun and informative way to 
find out what is going on in each club. 
To do that, I hope to go further than the 
typical biography and present the unique, 
humorous, and challenging aspects of 
each club. 

The four clubs presented on the next 
two pages are the metaphorical guinea 
pigs for our inaugural column. Their 
contacts completed the questionnaire I 
sent via e-mail when my thoughts 
regarding the column were still in 
progress. By the time we reach your 
club, our questionnaire will be more 
refined and focused . 

There is no need to won'y about our 
poetic license since we won ' t exercise it 
without your permission. In fact, the 
flavor of the bio (humorous/serious, 
understated/overstated) is ultimately 
your call. 

And now, presenting our first round 
of biographies ... 

Special thanks to Mark Walker Jor 
compiling, editing and designing this 
presentation. 
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Toronto Triangle Squares as told by Chris Homer 

When and How the Club was Founded 
In the summer of '87, dancers from NYC's Times Squares came up, put on an 

TRIANGLE TRIVIAintroductory lesson, and hooked a group into jotting down names on a piece of 
paper and starting a club."So in September here are these three guys sitting City Toronto 
around with this grubby piece of paper wondering what to do next and one of 
them decided to ring up Anne Uebelacker ... Well, the rest is history, or # Members 50 to 60 
herstory." depending on 

payment of dues 
Humorous Story 

Levels Basic through C1"There are no funny stories in the hi story of Triangle Squares because we take 
it all too seriously. That's the Canajun way, you know!" But regarding the Dance Nights Wed, Thurs 
dancers ... "Some of them are trying to dance Cl - that's a laugh, I must 
say !" Callers Joe Uebelacker 

Andy Chong Don 
Unique Aspects St. Jean Drew Post 
"Well, we have some dancers who call themselves the Triangle Tarts, but we 
won't talk about them; then there's our Demo Team which appeared in Chicago 
this year to great acclaim." President Richard Stoveld 

Treasurer John Mills 
Upcoming Secretary John Bailey 
Check out the caller combo for the 1996 Memorial Day Weekend Fly-In: IAGSDC Rep Andy Chong 
"Calling Together Once Again, we give you the Uebelackers. Let's hear it for Publicity Chris Homer 

Anne and Joe!" Assoc Class Rep Brian Croker 

Contact 
For more information or dance location, please contact Andy Chong at 
416-925-2602, or e-mail andrew.chong@edu.gov.on.ca. 

DC Lambda Squares astoldbyNancyCrowell 

When and How the Club was Founded LAMBDA LIFE
Lou Torres (a seminal figure in IAGSDC annals) was one of the founding 

fathers in 1983. The original crew drew straws to see who would learn to call City Washington, D.C. 

- Doug Barnett drew the short straw. He still teaches basic and mainstream. 


# Members 125 
U niq ue Aspects 

Levels Basic through C1• Lambda Squares probably has more government employees than any other 
club. 

Dance Nights Mon through Thur 
• The club hosted Stars and Stripes Forever, the '94 convention; 

conventioneers on the Fun Badge Tour danced at the Pentagon, the U.S. Callers Doug Barnett 
Capitol and the Canadian Embassy. Warren Jaquith 

Dayle Hodge
Upcoming 
"We're leaving behind our laptops and wingtips to kick up our heels at our out PreSident Robert Hahn 
of-town fly-in/hoedown in Harpers Ferry, West Virginia (November 8-10, VP John Simcox 
1996). Guess we're just chipping away at that old Washington image." Treasurer Cissie Meza 

Secretary Thom Watson 
Contact Newsletter Editor Jim Scroggs 
For more information, please contact Cissie at (202) 543-4786 or Thorn at Members-at-Large Joanne Pozzo & 
(703) 527-7484. Eric Powell 
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Rocket City Rainbow Squares as told by David Roberts, Benevolent Dictator 

When and How the CLub was Founded 
A temporary transplant from Seattle, Gus Gustafson, told David Roberts about 
gay square dancing. David went to the '91 Miami convention and was so 
inspired, he and Gus started a group called the WhoSoEver Squares. It soon 
dissolved and reformed as the Rocket City Rainbow Squares. 

Why Rocket City? 
"NASA has a large installation here and participates in the design and testing 
of everything from the Saturn 5 to the Space Shuttle and Space Station." 
Huntsville is also home to "Earth's Largest Space Museum ." 

Unique Aspects 
• 	 "We are proud to be one of only three clubs in the South." 
• 	 [Except for Amy Spiker, the President, and David Roberts 1"all of our other 

officers have lost their jobs and moved off. (Please note that Amy has 
recently lost her job and is looking out of town.) We have lost every officer 
we have ever elected." 

Upcoming 
"We have been thinking about having a fl y-in with a definite Southern theme." 

Contact 

ROCKET RAW DATA 

City Huntsville, AL 

# Members 16 

Levels Basic through Plus 

Dance Nights Thurs 

Caller David Roberts 

President Amy Spiker 
Visionary David Roberts 

(aka benevolent 
dictator) 

"Y'all come for a visit! " David Roberts, I 0456 Long Meadow Rd., Madiwon, AL 35758, (205) 772-8323, email: 
droberts@HiWAAYnet 

Finest City Squares as told by Scott Parker 

When and How the CLub was Founded 
The club "began as a business venture in February 1989 - the Sundance 
Saloon developed a square dance evening in order to draw new customers." 
The bar closed in the spring and the club added floor space to its list of 
headaches . Caller Ann Walker volunteered her home as a temporary meeting 
place until a permanent dance location was found . 

Unique Aspects 
• A "Finest Member" is recognized at each year 's holiday dance. 
• 	 At a count of 9, Finest City Squares has the most officers of this collection of 

clubs. 

Upcoming 
The 4th annual Pass the Sea Fly-In will be held the weekend of March 29-31, 
1996. 

Contact 
For more information or dance locations, please contact Dan Craig at 
(619) 543-1231 or Faith Burkhardt at (619) 595-0491. 

FINEST FACTS 

City San Diego, CA 

# Members 50+ 

Levels Basic through A2 

Dance Nights 	 Mon , Wed , Sun; 
4th Sat/mo 

Callers Ron Nelson 

Pres ident Dan Craig 

VP & Fund Rais'g Mel Heupel 

VP & Community 


Relations Scott Parker 

Treasurer Tedd Foley 


Co-Treasurer Jason Caradine 

Record Secretary Doug More 

Corresp Secretary Faith Burkhardt 
Newsletter Editor Ben Fabian 
Member-at-Large Ray C. 
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Writing Home 

Creating a Newsletter for the Square Dance Community 

by Dan Robuck 

A
s the size of the IAGSDC® 
increases, so does the need 
for better communication. 
Newsletters still remain the 

"letter" we send to each other for exactly 
the same reasons we send letters to any 
friend or member of the family - to tell 

what we did 

what we're doing 


what we're going to do. 


At this time only a quarter of the 
entire IAGSDC'" produces a newsletter. 
That leaves a gap of about 40 square 
dance families who are not writing 
home. To encourage newsletter 
participation, the IAGSDC(Q has voted to 
pay postage for all interclub 
communications including newsletters. 
So if you are not writing a newsletter 
now, or have fears about creating one, 
here is an easy step-by-step solution to 
get that first newsletter to us. We're 
especially waiting to here from the new 
clubs. 

To START: Week One 

Volunteer as newsletter editor. (I've 
never known this to be a paid position.) 

Corral a staff and designate duties. Don't 
forget, you'll need someone to handle 
the copying and distribution. 

Name the newsletter. (Better yet have a 
club contest to name the newsletter.) 

Set deadlines for manuscript deadlines, 
printing, and distribution. (In your 
newsletter include due dates if you 
accept outside contributions.) 

MOVING ONWARD: Week Two 

Decide on the permanent columns that 
will appear in each newsletter (i.e., 
calendar of events, Board minutes, table 
of contents). 

List temporary one-issue articles that 
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will need to be written (i.e., report on 
fly-in, profiles of club members, 
announcement of events to come.) 

Propose a temporary layout. A quick 
note about layout. .. to give you an idea 
of the "look" of the page, take a full 
sheet of scratch paper and draw crude 
squares and rectangles to represent 
miicles, columns, and graphics. Your 
instincts will tell you if a page is too 

Dan is a 4-year member of 

San Francisco sFoggy City Dancers, and lasl 

year volunteered to serve as the editor ofthe 


club snewslettel; The Foghorn. 


crowded, has too much white space, or 
needs a graphic. 

THE FUN BEGINS: Week Three 

Begin writing. An article is nothing more 
than a simple formula: a lead sentence 
(i.e. "The Barn Dance was a success") 
followed by answers to questions 
regarding who, what, where, when, and 
how. Wrap-up the paragraph with a final 
sentence. ("With the success ofthis Barn 
Dance, the club is preparing to throw 
even a bigger event next year.") There 
are numerous types of articles and 
columns you can include, and here's a 
list to get you started. 
• 	 Hard news stories. The facts and 


events that happened between your 


last newsletter and this one. 
• 	 Editorials. Express opinions. 
• 	 Human interest stories. Introduce new 

club members and "stroke" those who 
have made contributions and 
accomplishments. 

• 	 Feature stories. Promote, promote, 
promote! Use the newsletter as your 
greatest marketing tool. Tell what you 
do and how you do it well. 

• 	 Speciality columns. Include 
Convention updates, games or 
quizzes, club wants and needs, 
historical data on square dancing, tips 
to newcomers, Internet news, or even 
recipes. 

• 	 Art and photos. Don't be too cutesy 
and don't overuse. The reliable use of 
art and photos is to tell the story you 
cannot capture in writing. 

• 	 Table of Contents. Put the Table on 
the first page if possible. Tease the 
reader into looking for information. 

LAST STEPS 

Have at least 2 people proofread and 
correct errors. (Use spell-check!) 

Title all articles and use photo captions 
(Article titles with a verb in them work 
best.) 

Print one copy of the newsletter and lay 
all of the pages on a table or the floor if 
necessary, but you do need to see the 
entire newsletter all at the same time. 

Print enough copies for you club and 60 
more to send to the IAGSDC®. 

Fold (or have a "folding party" before 
class or club night begins) and use round 
stickies (a technical term) to seal. Do not 
use staples, or the U.S. Postal Service 
may not mail your newsletter. (Staples 
get caught in the scanners.) 

Pass out as many newsletters as you can 
at club and class nights to save postage 
money, and always leave a few extras on 
the table for visiting guests to keep 
(again, the newsletter is a great 



• •• 

marketing tool for your club). 

Mail the 60 copies by Priority mail 
(about $3.00) to IAGSCD®, P.O. Box SQUAREUP!'sAdvertising Rates: 
15428, Crystal City, VA 22215-0428. 

Announcing our new flyer service. We'll distribute your 8.Sx11 flyer with · . 

There is no doubt. You will begin to 
our SQUAREUPI mailing. Your message won't be ignored sitling on a get positive feedback immediately, 
back table at the club dances, but will be directly sent to squareand you will no longer be the long lost 
dancer's homes. .relative we only heard about through the 

grapevine. If you need further informa . Flyer Distribution 8.S x11 insert $50 
tion, feel free to contact Dan Robuck, 
P.O. Box 721, Campbell, CA or send Regular Ad rates 
electronic mail to robuck@hpl.hp.com. 
Best of luck! Full Page ' 7Wx9.5H $tso 

Half Page VertiCal ~.2SWx9.SH 90 
[Ed} The business ofcreating a club .Half Page rJorizontal 7W x 4.S H 90 
newsletter is no easy task as anyone who . . Quarter Page .. . 3.25W x 4.SH SO 
has worked on one knows. Our thanks to Business Card . 25
Dan Robuckfor starting theftrst ofa 

series ofarticles that will take some ofthe With the purchase of three consecutive ads,you'li receive the fourth free! 

mystery out of this process We would like Deadline for receiving ads for Issue 6 is December 1. For moreinfo, •. 

to include tips from other editors and call Mike Staples at S05~242-76S8, or;sehd e-mail tomstaples@lanl,gov. 

writers, and welcome your input. Please 

contact Dan at his e-mail or P O. address. 


We've included a white referral form with this 

.-. .,_.-.."....---

Relerrals ETT MeATEE 
: -: . 

square dance caller 
. . 

Imi-~ ~ 

mailing. We encourage you to share this with ~thca{!4
someone who may be i'nterestedin SQUAREUP! , 

C4 dance tapes: Sioux's tape serviceor use it to sendso(,neone a gift. We'll credit you ' 
call for bookings: 410-366-7074with one free issue for every referral or gift! . 

Staff Changes 

Grace Cummins, Debbie Dawson, 
Cheryl RasoH, and Ric Gonzalez are 

all taking a break as contributing editors 
to SQUARE UP! I hope they will have 
guest spots or resume regular columns in 
the future. Their help has been 
instrumental in getting this publication 
off the ground and I am deeply indebted 
for their assistance. 

I would also like to welcome Doug 
Sewell to our staff. Doug helped out with 
the editing on this issue and may assume 
a regular column in the future. 

We have an ongoing need for writers, 
editors, photographers, and graphic 
artists. It is not necessary to make a long
term commitment - even help on a 
couple of issues is appreciated. Please call 
Mike Staples at 505-242-7658 if you 
would like to join our staff. 

[ 


2ND ANNUAL 


S.A.S.E. Sugar [} Spice Sister Squares 
Box 480122 Denver CO 80248 [303] 433 4948 

OCTOBER 1995 SQUAREUP! 19 

http:2SWx9.SH
mailto:robuck@hpl.hp.com


The firstWheel and Deal '97 country-western
by Debbie Reichenbach & squar~ dancing


vacatIon to 


L
et the countdown begin! In less than two years Neon 
Squares will host the 14th Annual IAGSDC® Convention 
in Las Vegas. Whether you ante up or Shake Down, cast 
the die or Cast the Shadow, spin the roulette wheel or 

Spin Chain The Gears, we promise a fun and exciting convention 
July 11- 13, 1997. 

The Convention Planning Committee has been hard at work 
firming up plans as much as possible. Letters have gone out to 
callers, sound arrangements are underway and many other items 
are being assessed. We're well aware of what is yet to come and 
are ready, willing and able to make this a fun time for all. 

We ' re happy to report that the host hotels and convention site 
have been secured. Rooms for our anticipated 1500-2000 guests 
have been blocked at The Sands, Harrah's and Stardust hotels. All 
are within walking distance of the convention facilities and offer 
reasonable summer room rates. Dancing will be held at the Sands 
Expo and Convention Center, located behind the Sands Hotel and 
one block from the famous Las Vegas Strip. Over 500,000 square 
feet of convention space has been reserved for Mainstream through 
C4 dancing, the Saturday night banquet, and other special 
functions. 

To register for Wheel and Deal '97, send $125.00 by December 
31 to 2413 Eastern, Suite 278, Las Vegas, Nevada, 89104. From 
January 1, 1996 to july 31 , 1996, the cost increases to $l30.00. 
Non-dancers can register for $60.00 through July 31, 1996. 

While in the world 's gambling capital, you ' ll undoubtedly want 
to visit some of the attractions. Several are under construction now 
and will be completed before Wheel and Deal '97. You'll be able 
to ride a roller coaster through the New York Skyline, visit the 
Eiffel Tower, glide down the Nile inside a pyramid, see Merlin the 
Magician and wander down the yellow brick road. We look 
forward to welcoming you, and, after your yellow brick promenade 
with Dorothy and Toto, we can all yellow rock in friendship and 
love. 

Watch for more details as they become available. See you all in 
'97' where we'll Wheel and Deal like never before! 

Sincerely, 
Wheel and Deal 97 Planning Committee 

Pink Triangle Adventures 
! I, 743 Addison St., Suite A 

Berkeley,California 94710-1929 
E-mail: pta@spiral.com 

mailto:pta@spiral.com


If your circle 

of friends 

includes a lot 
of squares, 

our magazme 

is for you! 

F
inally, you too can join the ranks of those who have their 


own magazines. We bring you SquareUp! , the definitive 


magazine for discriminating lesbian and gay square 

dancers. While surely a scholarly publication (we promise to 

correctly spell 80% of our text) , SquareUp! also brings you fast 

unfolding, universally important stories about what is 

happening in our square dance world . 
c",.. 



SquareUp's features include: 

• profiles on your favorite callers and square dancers 

• regular columns including opinion and humor 

• convention and fly/in reports and photos 

• a complete calendar of IAGSDC® events 

• IAGSDC® news 

• classifieds 

... and more. 

Subscribe now to keep up on all the news in our square dance 

circles! Mail the form below with payment and your 

subscription will begin with our next issue. 

YES! Please send me four great issues of 
SquareUp! Magazine . 

$18 US $20 CAN 

I am also interested in ordering back issues. 
Please send the following: 

#1 #2 #3 #4 
$3.50 each or $12.50 for complete set 

All prices in US dollars 

Name 

Address 

City, ST, Zip 

Referred by 
Checks payable to SquareUp! Magazine, 501 Mulberry NE , Albuquerque, NM 87106 




