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The 1996 Elections: Victory In Defeati!

- % ven though our Harry
Browne was not elected
i President, even though
not one of our local candidates
won his/her race, the LPUtah
emerged victorious from the
elections held on November 5.

That’s because we made the cut!
When the dust and chads had
settled, the LPUtah remained
one of four political parties in
Utah to retain ballot status! And
it’s all due to one candidate,
Hugh Butler. Running for state
treasurer, Hugh received 23,256
votes, which exceeded by more
than 10,000 the threshold re-

quired by law to retain “major
party” status in Utah.

“Butler’s campaign raised impor-
tant issues about the need for a
smaller government. As a result,
D’Arcy Pignanelli became one of
the first Democrats in history to
actually advocate smaller gov-
ernment; although reducing the
bureaucracy by one overpaid, un-
necessary, self-serving govern-
ment official is not much of a
reduction. But it’s a major step
for a Democrat,” said state chair
Jim Dexter in a press release.
“Butler would have gone much
further by cutting out the entire

treasurer’s department. Voters
who knew that responded.”

Dexter, who also acted as Butler’s
campaign manger, admitted the
party was disappointed in their
presidential candidate Harry
Browne’s vote count but elated
to learn that those voters who
had mistakenly voted for some-
one else would have another
chance in the year 2000. (See the
message from Harry on page 3.)
Browne Will Be Back

“Harry will be back,” he declared,
“and we’ll be ready. Ross Perot
used $30 million of public money
to run his campaign, while Harry

Browne raised $3 million en-
tirely privately. We are proud
that, with a $5 trillion national
debt, no public funds were used
by Libertarians.”

“We’re glad that most of those
who voted against the two big
government parties, chose the
Libertarian candidates. All of our
local candidates out-polled Harry
Browne significantly,” noted J.
Robert Latham, state legal coun-
sel and political analyst. “And the
party’s membership has doubled
in the last year. Rush Limbaugh

Continues next page . . .
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Victory — cont'd

is amazingly right. Libertarian-
ism is the wave of the future.”

With 12 presidential candidates
on the Utah ballot, only the Re-
publican, Democrat, and Reform
parties also retained ballot sta-
tus. All other Utah parties, in-
cluding the Independent, Inde-
pendent American, Natural Law,
Green, and U.S. Taxpayers par-
ties, failed to retain ballot status.

Freed from petitioning hurdles
to regain ballot status in Utah,
Latham said Libertarian candi-
dates for the 1998 general elec-
tion will be able to hit the ground
running with our platform of
smaller government, lower
taxes, personal responsibility,
and individual liberty.
Fusion Worked

While observing the special re-
count of Salt Lake Cty’s votes on
Friday, November 8, Dexter
asked SL Cty Clerk Sherrie
Swensen and Lt. Gov. Olene
Walker if the “fusion” (multiple
party) candidacies which allowed
some Libertarians to run on
more than one party’s ballot
presented any problems. Both
said no.

But, despite multiparty support,
our fusion candidates, Andy
McCullough and Kaylin Robin-
son, did not win their respective
races. And the Independent
Party, which preceded us on the
ballot, enjoyed the majority of
votes cast for those candidates.
Bresnahan Defeated

Of particular satisfaction was the
defeat of incumbent state rep.
“Dangerous Dave” Bresnahan
(Republican) of recent vigilante
infamy. “Stop-or-I'll-shoot-this-
ditch” Dave lost his bid for re-
election to Democrat Perry
Bruckner in District 42 by amere
70 or so votes. Our own Curt
James received 233 votes, most
of which we can assume were
drained from Bresnahan’s con-
servative supporters.

Ironically, James did not file his
financial report on time and was
automatically disqualified. Since
the deadline for filing the report
was the day before the election,

the county clerk’s office had no
time to strike his name from the
ballot. So voters who wanted to
be rid of Bresnahan but couldn’t
bring themselves to vote Demo-
crat, picked James.

No Media!

Our results are even more amaz-
ing considering the total lack of
coverage our candidates received

from the local media. KUED, a
publicly-funded TV station,
staged a debate between Jan Gra-
ham and Scott Burns, the Demo-
crat and Republican candidates
(respectively) for attorney gen-
eral, completely shutting out
Andy McCullough . . . even
though Andy’s name appeared
twice on the ballot. Go figure.

How Did We Do?

Not as well as we'd have liked. These vote tallies were compiled by
Rob Latham, Dave Jensen and Jim Dexter from various sources. The
“out of" number represents the total votes cast in that specific race:

President — Harry Browne

National: 470,157 out of 92,736,069—0.51%
Utah: 4,104 out of 661,133 —0.62%

State Offices

Attorney General: Andy McCullough 8,929 out of 648,806—1.38%
State Treasurer: Hugh Butler 23,256 out of 640,540—3.65%

U.S. ress

District 3: Amy Lassen 2,337 out of 204,918—1.14%

State Senate

District 16 Carol Williamson 1,285 out of 16,428—7.82%
District 27 Will Marshall 510 out of 23,778—2.14%

State House

District 8 Walter Abbot 209 out of 8,626—2.42%
District 15 Norman Parker 304 out of 6,719—4.52%
District 16 Blair Hampshire 882 out of 8,719—10.1%
District 17 Theda Judd 346 out of 10,277—3.37%
Disirict 25 Ben Valdez, Jr. 372 out of 10,829—3.44%
District 27 Arthur Reilly 303 out of 6,906 4.39%
District 28 Mark Lewon 297 out of 11,337—1.83%
District 31 Charles Gibson Pearce 226 out of 10,388—2.18%
District 37 Brian Swim 1,727 out of 8,924—19.35%(1l)
District 42 Curt James 233 out of 7,579—3.07%
District 46 Allen Hepner 256 out of 9,878—2.59%
District 52 Kaylin Robinson 765 out of 11,450—7%
District 56 David Piccus 274 out of 9,1286—3%

District 59 Jason Gallentine 195 out of 7,729—2.52%

Salt Lake County

Cty Commissioner K. Brent Olsen 7439 out of —2.7%

Propositions

Sadly, all propositions passed, but State Prop. 4, the one the LPUtch had
opposed in the Voter's Guide received the highest AGAINST vote, 22,3814
or 38%, of all statewide propositions.

Libertarians on Other Tickets

K. Brent Olsen had many letters
identifying him as our candidate
for SL Cty Commissioner pub-
lished in The Salt Lake Tribune.
But when it came time to write
an article about the race, The
Trib selected Pearl Meibos (one
of two Utah candidates on the
Reform Party ticket) as their ex-
ample of a “third party” candi-
date. Go figure.

American Gun Review ignored
Utah’s staunchest supporters of
the 2nd Amendment to plug the
parties that wrote every gun law
on the books. Go figure.

Biff Whiting managed to get
more ink in the Ogden Standard-
Examiner than all our candi-
dates (except Harry Browne) did
throughout the state. Previously,
the OSE ran a very unfortunate
article on Walter Abott, our can-
didate in Dist. 8.

Lessons Learned

What doesn’t kill us can make

us stronger. So we have learned

a few important lessons:

1. We need a substantial war
chest (mucho dinero).

2. Paper candidates are useful
but active candidates are
much better. (See #1.)

3. We need to get better media
coverage. (See #1.)

4. Money really is the mother’s
milk of politics. (See #1.)

Three members chose to run for state representative exclusively under
other parties’ banners. They, t0o, did not win, but Kay Henry and Chris
Shouse had impressive percentages:

District 11 Biff Whiting (Ind) 389 out of 7,161—5.43%

District 30 Kay Henry (Rep] 3404 out of 9, 084—37%

District 49 Chris Shouse (Dem) 3,132 out of 9111—34%
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want to express my deep
gratitude to Libertarians
all over America.. .

o For your hard work and dedi-
cation in taking our message
as far and wide as possible.

© For the many kindnesses you
have shown Pamela and me
over the past two years.

o For the confidence you placed
in me to carry the Libertarian
message to the public.

As I write this, we don't have fi-

nal vote totals. But, even so,

there’s no question we have a

great deal to be pleased about.

Our total vote will far surpass the

1992 total —close to doubling it.

Based on the media coverage re-
ceived, we far outpaced the other
candidates. We apparently re-
ceived about 1/18 of Ross Perot’s
vote total, while getting less than
1/100 of his media coverage. We
got roughly the same voie as
Ralph Nader, while receiving less
than a fifth of his media atten-
tion. Evaluating our perfor-
mance this way, it was even bet-
ter when measured against the
coverage given Clinton and Dole.
And we far out-polled all the
other small parties.

Fora $3 million campaignand a
party with 20,000 members, we
achieved a great deal.

But it’s obvious that we will
never break into the big leagues
with a $3 million campaign.
The task ahead of us is clear: we
have to create a party so big, so
strong, so well-finariced that in
the year 2000 no one can ignore
us. We have to make an enor-
mous splash before and through-
out the next election year, so that
the media will have to give us the
same attention and respect they
give to the two old parties. We
have to be so well known to the
public that the Republicans and
Democrats can't hold a debate
without us. And if they decide not
to hold the debates at all, then
we must have an army of people

by Harry Browne

so large that we can carry our
message door-to-door to every
voter, and we must have the
money to tell our story through
advertising.

Is this a realistic goal? Yes. It isa
formidable goal, but far from
impossible. We are already well
along the road to that goal . . .

* We have doubled the Party’s
membership in just the past
two years. And our new com-
patriots won’t go away.

* We have already made inroads,
small but significant, into the
business and investment
community—to where the
money is.

o The Intemnet has become our
bailiwick. And it will be more
and more influential in poli-
tics in the coming years. Lib-
ertarians know how to use it,
and we'll always be in a posi-
tion to make the most of any
new technology that develops.

© We have established wonder-

ful relationships in talk radio. -

Over 300 radio and TV talk-
show hosts endorsed the idea
of my being in the Presiden-
tial debates; 69 of them en-
dorsed me for President. We
have established excellent re-
lationships with popular talk-
show hosts such as Michael
Reagan, Art Bell, Mary Matalin,
Oliver North, Blanquita
Cullum, Barry Farber, Randy
Jackson, Alan Combes, and

dozens of other syndicated

and big-city personalities who
are now glad to hear from us
whenever we have something
we want to say.

* We have developed good rela-

- tionships with many people
in the print media — editors
at political magazines, colum-
nists, and local daily news-
paper editors. Over 75 publi-
cations or columnists en-
dorsed my being in the de-
bates, of which 21 endorsed
me for President. We will
continue cultivating these
‘media relationships.

Thanks to this campaign, every-
one in politics and the media
knows who we are and what we
stand for.

These may seem like small sat-
isfactions. But, in fact, they are
an important foundation for the
work ahead. We need to stay in
the public eye by continuing to
have Libertarians on talk radio
and television as often as pos-
sible. We need to continue
churning out press releases —
showing the Libertarianalterna-
tives to the self-evidently mean-
ingless proposals of the Repub-
licans and Democrats.

And, more than anything else, we
have to build the party member-
ship — starting right now.
With the numbers of members
will come the money. .
With the money will come the
media attention.

With the media attention will
come the public awareness of
what we offer. '
Three-quarters of the American
people think government is way
too large. We are the only party
offering those people what they
want — significantly smaller
government. There is nothing
wrong with our message or the
way we're presenting it. We sim-
ply need to have it heard by more
people more often between now
and the next election.

We are the only party offering
proposals that will make a sub-
stantial difference in the average
person’s life. We're going to re-
peal the income tax so that ev-
ery dollar you make is yours—
to spend, to save, to give away as

.you see fit, not as the politicians

think best.

We're going to get Social Secu-
rity out of the clutches of the
politicians so that your parents
and grandparents know their re-
tirement is safe and the rest of
us are free forever from the 15%
Social Security tax. We're going
to make the cities safe by imple-
menting the only proposal that

To Libertarians Everywhere: We’re Just Beginning

would dramatically reduce crime
— end the insane War on Drugs
before it destroys America. And
we're going to restore harmony
among all the ethnic, social,
lifestyle, and generational groups
in America by taking away
from the politicians the power
to inflict one group’s values upon
another.

This is what Americans want.
This is what we offer. And we are
the only ones offering anything
of the kind.

What’s missing is the ability to
Jet all Americans know what we
offer. The only sure way to ac-
quire that ability is through the
steady building of Party member-
ship, which will lead to the
money necessary to attract atten-
tion, which will lead to the me-
dia coverage that will make us
part of the national discussion.
So let’s get started now building
the Party to the madgnitude nec-
essary for every American to
know what we can give them.
Let’s begin now—while the oth-
ers relaxand take a year or two off.
Iintend to speak out for the Party
wherever possible—appearing
on talk radio, television, public
forums, and in print—Iletting
people know there is hope for
America. I will counsel Ameri-
cans not to despair—not to feel
they're alone in their wishes for
a government a fraction of
today’s size.

I will invite them to join us in
this great movement to make
America a free country again.
Again, I want to thank you for
the honor you have given me—
allowing me to be your candi-




Nofe From
The Chair

by Jim Dexter

TGIO0: Thank Goodness It's Over.
The elections are now behind us.
Thanks to all our candidates, and
to everyone else helped us retain
our ballot status, esp. HUGH BUT-
LER. But as Harry Browne notes
(page 3) we've only just begun!
We're Broke: This issue of The Lib-
erator will drain our coffers dry.
Please come to the LP’s 25th Birth-
day Party on Dec. 11 (see pg 1).
Special Events Goddess KAYLIN
ROBINSON is putting on a GREAT-
show. If you can't attend, feel free
to send money. Or better, become a
Monthly Pledge Member for as
little as $5 per month. Contact
state treasurer JIM ELWELL for
details.

Greater Growth: As of Oct. 31,the
LNC reported a total of 21,035
Pledge-signing, dues-paying mem-
" bers nationwide and credited the
LPUtah with 179 members. We're
still ranked as #30 overall, #20 in
mbrs per 000, and #16 for growth
to population. Adding nine new
members ranked us at #30 (tied
with Nebraska) for number growth
and #23 (down from #19 last
month) for percentage growth.
We gotta get off the #30 dime!
Morethan 23,250 people voted for
Hugh Butler. Some of them must
want to join the Party. Please, ask
everyone you know. (As we go to
press, we learn have 205 members!)

Welcome Aboard: If you're one of
our new mebmers, welcome. We
appreciate your support and will
do our best to justify your joining.
We also invite you to get active,

energized and involved. There are
plenty of opportunties to help the
Party at all levels. Call us at 534-
8872 in SLC or 1-800-280-7900
from elsewhence.

Gov. Lee: Utahlost a great and pre-
LP libertarian when former Gov-
ernor J. Bracken Lee died last
month. His record, which includes
not accepting any federal funds,
not paying income taxes, and not
enforcing prostitution laws, proved
him a champion of liberty. The
LPUtah sent flowers. KAYLIN
ROBINSON and LEE CHRISTENSEN
represented us at the funeral. The
Lee Family thanked us with both
a phone call and note.

BYU Debate: On Hallowe’en I rep-
resented the LPin a forum of seven
parties at BYU. Nathan Draschil,

the organizer, sent the following:
“You did a great job. You succeeded
in delighting the conservatives,

infuriating the liberals and edu. |
cating the ignorant. Your sense of |
humor opened the door for consid- |
eration of your views to some who I
might otherwise have been preju-

diced by the stigma that, unfortu- |
nately, seemsto constantly attact. |
itself to the word ‘libertarian; at |
least in the political sphere. Thank l
you for coming” (What “stigma™?) '
Victory Party: Our sincerest

thanks to HUGH and MARSHA BUY- |
LER for hosting our election night |
party. Some 45 people came and |
went. It was good to see old friends |
and meet new ones. The biggest let-

down was Harry Browne's conces- |
sion speech well before the west- |
ern states’ polls had closed. Guess |
he felt it was the best way to get I
airtime, but the LNC had run an ad

campaign encouraging CA, CO and |
WA voters to Vote for Harry to |
send a message if it appeared that |
Clinton had won. |
Silver Anniversary: Qur Party I
party on Dec. 11 celeb: the

25th year since the foundingof the |
LP. And we need the silver! Please |
come or send money. Thank you. |
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Ms. Fusion 1996

Kaylin Robinson set a record by appearing four times on the ballot!
However, she received most of her votes on the Independent line.

PAUL J. KAFER cewocnane 10859
DAVE HOGUE rervmcin 10953

srarenersemanve | FAYLNROBINSON wovoon 11059
Foverit KAYLIN ROBINSON el
KAYLIN ROBINSON nemann 11209

KAYLIN ROBINSON wnmaLaw 11300

Join OR Subscribe!

This form can used to join the
LPUtah or to subscribe to this
newsletter. To subscribe, just
complete your name and ad-
dress, write “Subscriber” over

the membership area at the top
and enclose $10 payment (check
or credit card info). Thank you.
Better yet, join the Party and
help legalize adulthood in Utah.

Membership
Form

Yes, i Wani To Be a Utah Libertarian

Please check one membership category, sign the Pledge, fill in your name and

t and mail.

[ Utah — Provides annual membership in the Libertarian Party of Utah.
Entitles you to our monthly newsletter, The Utah Liberator, invitation to all
our social events and political functions, and voting rights at our state and
county party meetings and conventions. Dues: $20.

[J Full — Provides annual membership in both the Utah and national Liber-
tarian parties. In addition to all the rights and privileges of Utah membership,
you'll also receive the national party’s monthly newsletter and be eligible to be
a delegate to the national convention. Dues: $25,

contact infc

tion, include pay

The Liberfarian Party Pledge
I hereby certify that I do not believe in nor advocate the initiation
of force as a means of achieving political or social goals.

Signed: X

Date

Please type or print neatly. Thank you.
Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Home Phone: (801)
Work Phone: (801)

Fax: (801)

E-mail*

*0Yes. please sign me up for the LPUtah’s Members Only on-line forum.

Payment: [ Check (payable to: Libertarian Party)

O Visa O Mastercard
Card Number:

o Cash/Money order

Expires:

Name on card:

Signature:

Mail to: Libertarian Party of Utah
P.O. Box 526025

Salt Lake City, Utah 84152-6025
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Citizens Prints Don Johnstun’s Pro-Lib Article

espite the overall me-

dia blackout, we scored

one coup. A terrific de-
scription of what the Libertarian
Party is all about, written by our
own Don Johnstun of Magna,
appeared in the Cifizens section
of both The Deseret News and
The Trib the Wednesday before
the election. (Citizens, a separate
section devoted to longer pieces
submitted by readers, is only dis-
tributed in SL Cty.)
Johnstun’s copy is crisply writ-
ten and clearly defines how Lib-
ertarians are different from the
Big Government parties. It's as
good a description of Libertarian
principles as you'll find any-
where. We are looking into get-
ting permission to reproduce the
entire text in these pages. For the
nonce you'll have to get your
magnifying glass to read the part
reproduced here. It’s well worth
the effort.

Best yet was the accompanying
illustration. Libertarians were
portrayed as Uncle Sam com-
pared to Dole with an elephant’s

trunk and Clinton with a mule’s
snout. Perfect!

Johnstun’s article and letters
from Chauna Pierce, Rob
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Latham and other members
prove we can out-think and out-
write the Dems & Reps. Now, if
only we could out-spend them!

Libertarians will whittle government down to the bare bones

Libertarians believe that each
encof wmis
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LPUtah On-Line Forum Adopts Self-Governing Rules

wing to recent abuses,
Othe LPUtah On-Line

Forum is no longer a
freewheeling place. Following a
brief period of moderation, these
new rules went into effect No-
vember 8. All current subscrib-
ers have been notified. All new
subscribers will receive this in-
formation when they sign up:
Purpose: This Forum is for the
discussion of Libertarian topics,
especially relating to the LPUtah.
Membership: Any member of the
LPUtah, and other interested
persons, may join the Forum.

Submitting Messages: Send
your message as follows:
Address: Iputah@gqsicorp.com
Subject: as appropriate
Message: as appropriate
Confirmation: When you submit

amessage for distribution, there
are three confirmation options:

1) No confirmation; 2) You get a
message: “Your submission has

been posted”; 3) Your posted
message is echoed back to you.
Unless you request otherwise,
you get 3. If youwant 1 or 2, send
an email requesting it to:
(elwell@inconnect.com).
Assistance: If you need help with
email the list administrator, Jim
Elwell: elwell@inconnect.com
Uncivil or “Flame” Messages:
Anyone submitting messages
that are uncivil or that “flame”
someone else will be removed
from the Forum.

If attacking other people is the
only way you know to get your
point across, this forum is NOT
for you. See “Enforcement” for
details.

Unsubscribing: Send messagé as
follows:
Address:listserver@gsicorp.com
Subject: anything

Message: unsubscribe Iputah
Message Format: Inthe interests

_of facilitating dialogue, please:

a) Place the word “(LONG)” at
the end of the subject if your
posting is more than a screen or
two long.

b) Do not respond to the entire
list when answering a call for
volunteers, or similar requests.

¢) Format your messages for
readability. Avoid ALL CAPS and
all lowercase messages as well.
Normal punctuation and capi-
talization are preferred.

d) When including parts of
another post, be sure to set off
the original message with > or
>> << and clearly separate your
reply to that section. And iden-
tify the original poster.

¢) Double-check the address field
before sending, especially if
sending a private reply to a pub-
lic message!!!

f) Do not start your subject line
or message body with the word
“Help.” If you do, the listserver
thinks you are asking for help

and helpfully bounces your mes-
sage back to you!
Enforcement: This forum is
“monitored” by all subscribers:
a) If you feel someone has posted
something uncivil, send the
administrator (elwell @incon-
nect.com) a personal email to
that effect, with a copy of the of-
fending post and an explanation
as to why you believe it is offen-
sive. Do NOT post your complaint
to the entire forum. Anonymous
complaints will be ignored.
b) If three complaints are re-
ceived about one message, in-
cluding one from the offended
party, the poster will be sus-
pended from the forum for one
week. The poster will be told why
and who issued the complaints.
¢) The_second time a poster of-
fends (three complaints re-
quired), he/she will be suspended
for one month (and will be duly
notified).

Continues page 6 . . .




Are You Helping or Hurting Us?

We received the following article from the LNC and immediately recognized some of our members in both
categories. For these not familiar with economics, Gresham’s Law states that “good money drives out
bad.” After reading the following, ask yourself, “Am I part of the solution, or am I a part of the problem?”

Gresham’s Law of Activists
by George O'Brien
ome Libertarians arebad  bad activist tends to be remark-  power, status, enrichment, or

activists. Even though

they may be ideologically
sound, they do not forward the
cause of freedom.
Even if they do make positive
contributions, on balance they
actually harm the movement.
It is not always easy to spot abad
activist at first glance. No one is
perfect and many outstanding
activists slip into bad habits from
time to time. Nonetheless, the

ably consistent.

Virtually every bad activist puts
his or her personal (or factional)
interests ahead of the purpose of
the organization or cause.

The good activist expresses his
or her individuality through the
choice of joining the organiza-
tion if it identifies with his or her
personal interests.

The bad activist will sacrifice the
interest of the organization for

some other form of short-term
ego gratification.

It is harder to be a good activist
than a bad one. But if the Party is
going to accomplish anything, we
need a real “gold standard of ac-
tivists” to defeat Gresham’s Law
of Activists and not put up with
bad behavior.

Here are some ways to spot and
separate the bad activist from
the good activist:

The Good Adtivist

The Bad Activist

9.

. Tries to be reasonable, polite, and consider-

ate of others.

Is more concerned about getting results and
is anxiou- fo give credit & others as o way

fo encourage them fo confinue what they
are doing.

Is bosically modest and izes the im-
podunoeofoooperuﬁmm.

Wants other acfivists fo parficipate in the
decision process whenever possible and to
understand what is being done and why.
Is always interested in new ideas and en-
Tries fo disagree without becoming personal
or being disagreeable.

Is very uncomfortable with factions and is
reluctant to condemn even the worst bad

achivist, but will do so if necessary to limit

e Sl
Keeps crificism fo a minimum and always
has positive suggestions.

10. s indined to give people the benefit of the

doubt, does not
and uninten sl

with inadverient
, and will forgive

even intentional acts if the person shows he
or she regrets the action.

. Tendsbbeatgwmhﬁve,imdﬁn%eobn:x-he
or

ious, and is indifferent to the effect
has on others.

. Tries to take credit for any accomplishments,

even ones which are primarily the results of

someone else’s

. Has delusions of grandeur and makes sure

everyone is aware of his or her fides and
shatus.

4. Tends to be secretive and dliquish.
. Never listens to what other people have

fo say.

. Reacts to any disagreement with angry out-
bursts, condemnations,

e will d;sné“meamgsa.dar
b coits wiline to P“.’“'“'“““"'“‘m
mﬁmmhm

. Tends toward foctionalism and is inclined

fo purge activists who are not indluded in
the faction.

: itical of anything done
Is constantly critical of anything done by

in opposing or Parly office.

. Devotes considerable fime and effort to crifi-

cizing other people in the organization, es-
pecially the leaders.

fo

10. Is constantly being offended and is indined
hold grudges.

Forum Rules — cont'd

d) The third time a poster offends
(three complaints required), all
three violations (nine com-
plaints) will be submitted to the
state executive committee, and,
with their approval, the person
will be removed from the forum
permanently.

e) If you are the person suffer-
ing an uncivil attack, it behooves
you to respond in a controlled
fashion, or entirely ignore it, lest
you suffer the same fate.

f) Anyone who posts any obsceni-
ties, curse words, etc., even if dis-
guised, may have complaints
filed against them, even if they
do not attack someone person-
ally. Keep it clean!

g) To avoid complaints, do not
make any derogatory references
about other people, including
comments about their articula-
tion, typing skills, questionable
parentage, intelligence, etc.
Party Policy: If a Party officer
states a position regarding Party
policy, it should accepted at face
value. Ii' it is not clear whether
an officer is stating policy or
opinion, feel free to ask. If you
disagree with a policy, you may
suggest it be changed , you may
contact Party officers and peti-
tion that it be changed, and/or
you may try to affect a change at
a county or state convention
Service Provider: The “list-
server” that supports this discus-
sion group is being provided at
no charge to the LPUtah by QSI
Corporation of Salt Lake City.
This listserver is active 24 hours
aday via one of the fastest inter-
net service providers available in
the SLC area.

Liability: The Libertarian Party
of Utah, Jim Elwell, and QSI Cor-
poration assume no liability for
messages posted on this forum.
Messages are distributed auto-
matically, with no opportunity
for review by any person before
distribution. All messages are the
sole responsibility of the person
who posts them.

These rules also apply to the
Members-Only Forum. ’




LEGAL BRIEFS

by Kaylin Robinson, cPLA

Flagging a Fringe Issue

One issue that causes some
misguided people a lot of prob-
lems is the constitutionality of
a court with fringe on its flag.
Their argument is that gold
fringe on an American flag in
the courtroom means the
Court is operating under “ad-
miralty” jurisdiction, which is
only valid if in the military
during war time.

After receiving a citation to ap-
pear in court, many “patriots”
argue that the judge has no ju-
risdiction over them because
they are not in the military
and, since the country is at
peace, admiralty jurisdiction
doesn’t apply either.
Recently one of our valued
members, charged with speed-
ing and appearing for a pretrial
conference, went to counsel
table with a small, hand-held,
fringeless flag, and told the
Court his flag was his jurisdic-
tion. The man spent five days
in jail for contempt.

The U.S. Constitution, Sec. III
states there shall be admiralty
and maritime courts, com-
mon-law courts and courts of
equity. However, it goes on to
state that there will be other
courts established “from time
to time” as Congress deems
appropriate.

The Utah Constitution, Article
VIII states there will be a Su-
preme Court, district courts,
justices of the peace, “and any
such other courts inferior to
the Supreme Court as may be
established by law.” None are
defined by a flag.

Some rumors suggest the
fringe was originally placed on
the flag by the Daughters of
the American Revolution.
Now it merely seems to mean
this flag is an indoor flag.

It is highly unlikely to me that
a flag inside a court room es-
tablishes the court’s jurisdic-
tion of the court. In fact, a
court may exercise several ju-
risdictions at once. For ex-
ample, a district court may
entertain a divorce or property
dispute which is equity
(meaning basically “prop-
erty”). That same court may
exercise common law, what is
now called “criminal” jurisdic-
tion, when presiding over a
murder case. I have yet to see
a district court exercise juris-
diction over military matters.

When a judge says you're in
“traffic court,” he is right. Read
the constitutions. They state
Congress or the law may estab-
lish “other courts” and do not
specify those courts.

One of my favorite responses
came when Judge Burton (3rd
Circuit) who, after listening to
this fringe argument, said,
“Do you mean you are chal-
lenging my jurisdiction based
on my interior decorator?”
Which brings me to another
pet peeve of mine. It seems
that everyone in the so-called
“patriot community” is look-
ing for a “magic bullet;” some-
thing to say to make the cops,
court, or whoever go away im-
mediately. Like a silver cross
to a vampire. There isn’t one.
The law isn’t that simple. It
has complexities and proce-
dures, which take time to
study, understand and apply.
If you don’t have the time, pay
the fine, hire a lawyer, or find
someone who has studied
these things for a long time.

Kaylin Robinson, an original
Utah Libertarian, is a Certified
Professional Legal Assistant
and lives in Herriman. She can
be reached at 801/468-6209.

Scott Bergeson (left) and Bob Jarvis
get ready to clean up the LPUtch

A section of 15 and advertise Harry
Browne to passing motorists on
Saturday, November 2.

Dan Brown (left) and Jon Dansie are
ready to convince gun-owners to join
the LPUtah ot the October Salt Lake
City gun show. Three signed up.

v

David Musick (left)
and Rob Latham take
on liberals at the Oct.
<« Avenves Street Fair
{but the “lib” with his
back to us is Libertarion
Mark Cross.)

Waching the returns af the election night Victory Porty. Seated: Dovid
Musick, Dave Jensen, Biff Whiting. Standing: Dave Wilson, Jason
Gallentine, Doug Jones, Amy Lassen, Rob Latham.

| November

28 Salt Lake County Caucus — 487-4450
{Pls Call. May be cancelled for Thanksgiving)

December

11 LP’s 25th Birthday Party — 468-6209

12 State Executive Commitiee — 534-8872

26 Salt Lake County Xmas Party — 487-4450
January

8 State Executive Commitiee — 534-8872
23 Salt Lake County Caucus — 487-4450
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Tax & Debt Limitation: A Solid Issve?

by Bob Jarvis, State Phone Tree Chair

ne major flaw of the
U.S. Constitution is
¥ that no provision was
made for tax and debt limitation.
Surprising since the main theme
of it was (is?) LIMITATION upon
government authority to regu-
late inalienable individual rights.
With that in mind the number
one question that should be
asked of candidates for any elec-
tive office in the good old USA
is: At what percentage of taxation
would you consider to be the in-
stitution of indirect slavery? And
considering that a large minor-
ity of citizens consider the per-
centage taxed now far beyond
what is acceptable and within the
bounds of what a free man would
assess as reasonable, is it time for
another Nat Turner revolt?
I propose these questions be-
cause I believe that a movement
for tax and debt limitation would
create a large and broad enough

coalition of people there is no
way the establishment could ig-
nore it. This would involve a
long-range plan of a slow-but-
steady and ever loudening drum-
beat of people saying—We de-
mand tax and debt limitation
Now! This is our fundamental in-
alienable right and not the
governmentalist prerogative.

Create Fervor

The idea is to create a fervor
throughout society where an at-
mosphere of regard for this fun-
damental right permeates the
public consciousness just like
most everybody now days bends
over frontwards to not be seen
as a “racist” (Even Libertarian
candidates get tripped up on this
one, even though the fact of all
of our individual uniqueness in
the universe is well entrenched
in libertarian thought, e.g.,
Harry Browne on National Pro-
paganda Radio.)

Once effected, the bureaucrats
can no longer conspire to line
each other’s pockets at the
taxpayer’s expense. Then the all-
encompassing, totalitarian, so-
cialist liberal State will begin to
wither away—as those who feed
off the Big Brother Teat have to
battle each other (Hey, competi-
tion in gov't., what a novel idea!)
for the limited funding, as it
should be.

Simple & Direct

Tax and Debt Limitation is
simple and direct and would be
the Libertarian action with the
single biggest effect to bring
about a more libertarian-minded
government we could take. It’s
an idea that doesn’t require Lib-
ertarian candidates in office, just
libertarian minded ones. All
other areas of libertarian con-
cern, e.g., abortion, drug de-
criminalization, budget-cutting,
tax reform in general, and oth-

ers cause too much controversy
or end up in polemic debates
about the merits, or lack thereof,
of details.

All in all, we need to find the
“Achilles Heel” of the movement
towards ever-increasing central-
ization of political and economic
authority and jurisdiction. After
all, time is on their side, not ours.
As each day goes by, the sacrifice
required of us to restore the
movement of individual freedom
throughout our own country be-
comes greater.

Remember, there was a time in
America when we debated the
merits of exporting the funda-
mental foundations of our soci-
ety. Now we wonder when we
will stop the tide of the Constitu-
tional rapists in our own society.

When the rest of our country
wakes up, the hangover is going
to intense!
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