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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO 

 
LIBERTARIAN NAT’L COMMITTEE, INC., 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 

LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO, 
CHRIS LUCHINI, LAURA BURROWS, PAUL 
MCKENNEY, FREDERICK SNOY, and JAMES 
WERNICKE, 
 

Defendants. 

 
 
 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 1:26-cv-1562 
 
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

 
COMPLAINT FOR TRADEMARK INFRINGEMENT AND  

OTHER LANHAM ACT VIOLATIONS UNDER 15 U.S.C. §§ 1114, 1125 
 

 This is an action under the laws of the United States, Title 15 of the United States Code, 

for trademark infringement, false designation of origin, false advertising, unfair competition, 

passing off, and unjust enrichment under 15 U.S.C. §§ 1114, and 1125(a)(1)(A) and (B), in which 

plaintiff Libertarian National Committee, Inc. (“LNC” or “Plaintiff”), makes the following 

allegations against the Libertarian Party of New Mexico, Chris Luchini, Laura Burrows, Paul 

McKenney, Frederick Snoy, and James Wernicke (collectively “Defendants”).  

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff LNC is a District of Columbia Corporation, having its primary office at 

1321 Upland Drive, PMB 7311, Houston, TX, 77043-9965. 

2. Defendant Libertarian Party of New Mexico (“LPNM”) is a New Mexico domestic 

nonprofit corporation with its principal place of business in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Upon 

information and belief LPNM is located at 8100 Wyoming Blvd. NM, Albuquerque, NM 87113.  
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3. Defendant Chris Luchini (“Luchini”) is an individual residing within New Mexico. 

Upon information and belief, Luchini resides at 121 La Senda Rd, White Rock, NM 87547. Mr. 

Luchini is the Chairman and a Director of LPNM.  

4. Defendant Laura Burrows (“Burrows”) is an individual residing within New 

Mexico. Upon information and belief, Burrows resides at 121 La Senda Rd, White Rock, NM 

87547. Ms. Burrows is the Director of LPNM. 

5. Defendant Paul McKenney (“McKenney”) is an individual residing within New 

Mexico. Upon information and belief, McKenney resides at 12904 Mountain View Ave NE, 

Albuquerque, NM 88203. Mr. McKenney is the Co-Treasurer of LPNM.  

6. Defendant Frederick Snoy (“Snoy”) is an individual residing within New Mexico. 

Upon information and belief, Snoy resides at 729 Adobe Rd NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107. Mr. 

Snoy is a Director of LPNM.   

7. Defendant James Wernicke (“Wernicke”) is an individual residing within New 

Mexico.  Upon information and belief, Wernicke resides at 3034 Nickel Street, Los Alamos, NM 

87544. Mr. Wernicke is the Co-Treasurer of LPNM. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

8. This action arises under the commerce and trade laws of the United States, Title 15 

of the United States Code. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 

1331. 

9. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)(1) & (2).  

THE TRADEMARK 

10. Plaintiff has registered a number of trademarks with the USPTO that are associated 

and identified with its national and local political activities and affiliations. 
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11. Plaintiff’s trademark at issue in this matter is the federally registered trademark 

LIBERTARIAN PARTY® (the “Trademark”). See USPTO Reg. No. 2,423,459, attached hereto 

as Exhibit 1; see also Trademark Status and Document Retrieval results, attached hereto as 

Exhibit 2. This mark has been in continuous use in commerce nationwide by the LNC and its 

predecessors in interest in connection with services including promoting the interests of a political 

party and publications on political issues at least since January of 1972. Libertarian Party Press 

Release, January 31, 1972, attached hereto as Exhibit 3; Libertarian Party Newsletter, January 

1972, attached hereto as Exhibit 4.  

12. Plaintiff actively uses the Trademark in commerce at the present time. Screenshot 

of front page of Plaintiff LNC’s website, attached hereto as Exhibit 5. 

13. Plaintiff licenses the use of its trademarks to its officially recognized state-level 

affiliates and their officially recognized sub-affiliates pursuant to Plaintiff’s bylaws. Libertarian 

Party Bylaws, Convention Special Rules, and Judicial Committee Rules of Appellate Procedure, 

attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

14. Plaintiff is the national committee of the Libertarian Party as defined by 52 U.S.C. 

§ 30101(14) and manages the business of the Libertarian Party (“Party”) throughout the United 

States at the national level, including by functioning as a libertarian political entity separate and 

distinct from all other political parties or movements; electing Libertarians to public office to move 

public policy in a libertarian direction; chartering affiliate parties throughout the United States and 

promoting their growth and activities; nominating candidates for President and Vice-President of 

the United States, and supporting Party and affiliate party candidates for political office; and 

entering into public information activities. 
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15. The LNC, through its bylaws, charters state-level affiliates throughout the United 

States. Ex. 6 at Libertarian Party Bylaws, Art. 5, Sec. 2. Properly chartered affiliates are licensed 

to use the LNC’s federally registered trademarks. Id. at Art. 5, Sec. 1. 

16. On or about August 25, 2022, LPNM notified the LNC that it was severing its 

affiliation with the LNC stating “LPNM and the LNC are no longer, in any sense, part of the same 

political party.  All connections between us are now totally and completely severed.” LPNM News 

Release and Letter, August 26, 2022, attached hereto as Exhibit 7. This severing of affiliation 

terminated any rights the LPNM had to use the Trademark.  

17. On or about September 11, 2022, the LNC severed its ties with the LPNM though 

its own formal disaffiliation process. Minutes from LNC Meeting, Sep. 11, 2022, attached hereto 

as Exhibit 8. Any use of the trademark LIBERTARIAN PARTY® after that date was 

unauthorized.  

18. On or about November 5, 2022, the LNC chartered a different organization as its 

official New Mexico affiliate. Minutes from LNC Meeting, November 5-6, 2022, attached hereto 

as Exhibit 9; Petition for Affiliation, attached hereto as Exhibit 10. On that date, the new 

organization was entitled to use the Trademark but could not do so while operating as a political 

party due to the failure of the LPNM to relinquish the Trademark and the restriction of New 

Mexico NM Stat § 1-7-6 (2025) against political parties using confusingly similar names.1   

19. As a result of LPNM’s unauthorized use and in order to obtain ballot access New 

Mexico, the LNC’s New Mexico affiliate was forced to register as the “Free New Mexico Party.” 

Letter from State of New Mexico Secretary of State, July 3, 2024, attached hereto as Exhibit 11.  

 
1 It had originally been affiliated as the Free Libertarian Party of New Mexico but could not petition 
for ballot access under that name under New Mexico law and later changed its name to the Free 
New Mexico Party until it could regain rightful use of the LNC’s Trademark. 
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20. The LPNM not only continued to use the Trademark, it also affiliated with a 

competing national political organization, the Liberal Party USA, and is listed on the Liberal 

Party’s website as an official affiliate though using the name Liberal Party of New Mexico with a 

link leading to a website prominently featuring the Trademark. Screenshot of Liberal Party USA, 

attached hereto as Exhibit 12.2 

21. LPNM, consistent with its intention to affiliate with the Liberal Party USA, 

changed its bylaws to affiliate with the Liberal Party USA. 2024 Constitution and Bylaws of 

LPNM, attached hereto as Exhibit 13, at 14. This affiliation was originally with the Association 

of State Liberty Parties which changed its name to the Liberal Party USA. Independent Political 

Report Article, February 12, 2024, attached hereto as Exhibit 14. 

22. Additionally, the LPNM ran the Liberal Party USA presidential ticket in the 2024 

November election in competition with the official Libertarian Party ticket. Independent Political 

Report Article, September 4, 2024, attached hereto as Exhibit 15. 

23. Under New Mexico statute 1-7-6(A)-(B) NMSA, a political party’s New Mexico 

secretary-of-state-certified party name and emblem shall be used to designate the ticket of that 

party on all ballots in New Mexico. The LNC’s New Mexico affiliate uses Free New Mexico as 

its certified party name and nominated its 2024 presidential and vice-presidential candidates under 

that party name. Certificate of Nomination dated June 24, 2024, attached hereto as Exhibit 16. 

Nevertheless, the New Mexico Secretary of State was apparently confused and listed the Free New 

Mexico Party’s candidates under the Libertarian Party name, creating confusion among New 

Mexico voters as to the party affiliation of the Free New Mexico Party’s candidates. New Mexico 

2024 Election Ballot, attached hereto as Exhibit 17.  

 
2 https://www.liberalpartyusa.org/. (Last accessed April 27, 2026). 
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24. LPNM also holds at least two social media accounts using the Trademark without 

authorization. Screenshot of X account, April 27, 2026, attached hereto as Exhibit 18; Screenshot 

of Facebook account, April 27, 2026, attached hereto as Exhibit 19. 

25. Multiple cease and desist letters have been sent to the Defendants demanding that 

LPNM and its officers immediately stop using the Trademark. Despite these demands, the 

Defendants continue to use the Trademark on their website, social media accounts, and with the 

Secretary of State. Cease and Desist Letter, July 9, 2023, attached hereto as Exhibit 20; Cease and 

Desist Letter, October 4, 2022, attached as Exhibit 21; Cease and Desist Letter, September 26, 

2025, attached hereto as Exhibit 22; Cease and Desist Letter, May 8, 2026, attached hereto as 

Exhibit 23. 

26. Defendants’ infringement has caused harm and damage to the LNC and its official 

affiliate, including monetary harm, political harm, and reputational harm; dilution and 

disparagement of the LNC’s federally registered Trademark and the goodwill associated therewith.  

Defendants have used the LNC’s federally registered mark to, among other things, promote the 

interests of the Liberal Party USA political party, including soliciting funds, attracting, advertising, 

and running candidates for political office, engaging in political activism in person and online 

including through the publication of communications concerning political issues, and gathering 

petition signatures from New Mexico voters. By these uses, Defendants have created a likelihood 

of confusion within the public as to the source of their activities and as to the affiliation of their 

organization with the LNC without the LNC’s consent, and have deprived the LNC’s officially 

recognized affiliate of use of the Trademark to which it is entitled.  Defendants or their predecessor 

officers, by affiliating with a different and directly competitive national political organization, the 

Liberal Party USA, have further confused the public and disparaged the Plaintiff’s mark. 
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COUNT I 
FEDERAL TRADEMARK INFRINGEMENT UNDER 15 U.S.C. § 1114  

27.       Plaintiff herein restates and incorporates by reference all of the above paragraphs.  

28.       Plaintiff LNC is the exclusive owner and registrant of the Trademark 

LIBERTARIAN PARTY® and to all common law rights thereto and associated therewith. 

29.       Plaintiff’s registration of the Trademark at the USPTO is valid and active, and in 

full force and effect. 

30.       Plaintiff has used, and continues to use, the Trademark in commerce. 

31. Defendants have, without the consent of the Plaintiff, used the Trademark, 

reproductions of the Trademark, counterfeits of the Trademark, copies of the Trademark, and/or 

colorable imitations of the Trademark in commerce in a manner that is confusing or confusingly 

similar and has deprived the LNC and its affiliate of its rightful and lawful use (“Defendants’ 

Infringing Uses”). 

32.       Defendants’ Infringing Uses include repeated and continuous distribution, 

advertising, and publication of information and materials containing references to “Libertarian 

Party.” 

33.       Defendants’ Infringing Uses of Plaintiff’s Trademark occurred, and continue to 

occur, in related commercial fields for related commercial services (e.g., political party 

communications, political party activities, political press activity, political candidate screenings, 

official filings and registrations and endorsements). 

34.       Defendants’ Infringing Uses of Plaintiff’s Trademark include Defendants receiving 

money from individuals–by misleading and deceiving those individuals as to Defendants’ 

relationship, affiliation or sponsorship with or by Plaintiff, and using Plaintiff’s Trademark. 

Case 1:26-cv-01562     Document 1     Filed 05/15/26     Page 7 of 16



8 
 

35.       Defendants’ Infringing Uses of Plaintiff’s Trademark—especially when considered 

in light of their knowing and defiant continued uses—have been intentional, and upon information 

and belief are done to create a false impression of affiliation, authorization or sponsorship, and to 

deprive the Plaintiff’s rightful affiliate, and by extension the Plaintiff, from its full and lawful use 

to which it is entitled. 

36.       Defendants’ Infringing Uses of Plaintiff’s Trademark–especially when considered 

in light of their knowing and defiant continued uses–have been intentional, to harm and appropriate 

Plaintiff’s mark, to harm Plaintiff’s goodwill, to dilute Plaintiff’s mark, and to deprive the 

Plaintiff’s rightful affiliate, and by extension the Plaintiff, from its full and lawful use to which it 

is entitled. 

37. Defendants’ Infringing Uses have therefore caused confusion or mistake and are 

likely to continue to cause confusion or mistake as to Defendants’ association, affiliation or 

relationship with Plaintiff. Such confusion or mistake is probable, given the relatedness of 

Defendants’ Infringing Uses. 

38.       Defendants’ Infringing Uses and willful conduct in relation thereto constitute 

trademark infringement and trademark dilution in violation of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1114. 

39.       Plaintiff has been and will continue to be harmed by Defendants’ Infringing Uses. 

Defendants’ conduct has irreparably harmed Plaintiff and will continue to do so unless enjoined 

by this Court. 

40.       As a result of Defendants’ conduct, Plaintiff has been harmed and is entitled to 

damages, including but not limited to, actual damages, statutory damages, treble damages, 

corrective advertising damages, and a temporary and permanent injunction. 
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41.       The harm caused to Plaintiff’s business, goodwill, reputation, trademark, and 

finances are a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ unauthorized intentional, deliberate, and 

willful use of Plaintiff’s Trademark. 

42.       The intentional, deliberate, and willful actions of Defendants render this an 

exceptional case, entitling Plaintiff to enhanced damages and an award of attorneys’ fees and costs 

associated with the action pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1117(a). 

43.       The damage caused to Plaintiff by Defendants cannot be fully measured or 

compensated for in economic terms. Such irreparable harm will continue unless Defendants are 

enjoined from such conduct. 

COUNT II 
UNFAIR COMPETITION UNDER 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A)  

44.  Plaintiff herein restates and incorporates by reference all of the above paragraphs. 

45. Defendants have, without the consent of the Plaintiff, used the Trademark 

including, but not limited to, words, terms, and names. 

46. Defendants have, without the consent of the Plaintiff, used the Trademark in false 

designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, or false or misleading 

representations of fact, regarding the Trademark. 

47. Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark is likely to cause confusion, 

or to cause mistake, or to deceive as to the affiliation, connection, or association of Defendants or 

their activities with the Plaintiff and has rendered the Plaintiff’s rightful affiliate unable to use the 

Trademark. 

48. Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark is likely to cause confusion, 

or to cause mistake, or to deceive as to the origin, sponsorship, or approval of their commercial 
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activities by the Plaintiff and has rendered the Plaintiff’s rightful affiliate unable to use the 

Trademark. 

49. Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark has caused confusion, mistake 

and deception as to the origin, sponsorship, or approval of their commercial activities by the 

Plaintiff and has rendered Plaintiff’s rightful affiliate unable to use the Trademark. 

50. Defendants’ Infringing Uses of Plaintiff’s Trademark include Defendants receiving 

money from individuals by misleading and deceiving those individuals as to Defendants’ 

relationship, affiliation or sponsorship with or by Plaintiff, by using Plaintiff’s Trademark. 

51.  Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark is willful and deliberate. 

52. Defendants have acted purposefully to create a false or misleading association to 

trade off the extensive goodwill that Plaintiff’s Trademark has established. 

53. Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark and willful conduct in relation 

thereto constitute false designation of origin, false descriptions, and dilution of the Trademark in 

violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A). 

54. Plaintiff has been and will continue to be harmed by Defendants’ unlawful usage 

of Plaintiff’s Trademark. Defendants’ conduct has irreparably harmed Plaintiff and will continue 

to do so unless enjoined by this Court. 

55. As a result of Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark, Plaintiff has 

been harmed and is entitled to damages, including but not limited to, actual damages, statutory 

damages, treble damages, and corrective advertising damages. 

56. The harm caused to Plaintiff’s business, goodwill, reputation, and finances are a 

direct and proximate result of Defendants’ intentional, deliberate, and willful misuse of Plaintiff’s 

Trademark in an unlawful manner. 
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57. The intentional, deliberate, and willful actions of Defendants render this an 

exceptional case, entitling Plaintiff to enhanced damages and an award of attorney’s fees and costs 

associated with the action pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1117(a). 

58. The damage caused to Plaintiff by Defendants cannot be fully measured or 

compensated for in economic terms. Such irreparable harm will continue unless Defendants are 

enjoined from such conduct. 

COUNT III 
FALSE ADVERTISING UNDER 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(B)  

59.  Plaintiff herein restates and incorporates by reference all of the above paragraphs. 

60. Defendants have, without the consent of the Plaintiff, used the Trademark 

including, but not limited to, words, terms, names, and combinations thereof. 

61. Defendants have, without the consent of the Plaintiff, used the Trademark in false 

designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, or false or misleading 

representations of fact, regarding the Trademark. 

62. Defendants have, without the consent of the Plaintiff, used the Trademark in 

commercial advertising and promotion. 

63. Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark in commercial advertising or 

promotion misrepresents the nature, characteristics, qualities, or geographic origin of their 

commercial activities. 

64. Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark has caused confusion, mistake 

and deception as to the origin, sponsorship, or approval of their commercial activities by the 

Plaintiff. 
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65. Defendants’ Infringing Uses of Plaintiff’s Trademark include Defendants receiving 

money from individuals by misleading and deceiving those individuals as to Defendants’ 

relationship, affiliation or sponsorship with or by Plaintiff, using Plaintiff’s Trademark. 

66.  Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark is willful and deliberate. 

67. Defendants have acted purposefully to falsely advertise and promote their activities 

in order to trade off the extensive goodwill that Plaintiff’s Trademark has established. 

68. Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark and willful conduct in relation 

thereto constitute false advertising of the Trademark in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(B). 

69. Plaintiff has been and will continue to be harmed by Defendants’ unlawful usage 

of Plaintiff’s Trademark. Defendants’ conduct has irreparably harmed Plaintiff and will continue 

to do so unless enjoined by this Court. 

70. As a result of Defendants’ unlawful usage of Plaintiff’s Trademark, Plaintiff has 

been harmed and is entitled to damages, including but not limited to, actual damages, statutory 

damages, treble damages, and corrective advertising damages. 

71. The harm caused to Plaintiff’s business, goodwill, reputation, and finances are a 

direct and proximate result of Defendants’ intentional, deliberate, and willful misuse of Plaintiff’s 

Trademark in an unlawful manner. 

72. The intentional, deliberate, and willful actions of Defendants render this an 

exceptional case, entitling Plaintiff to enhanced damages and an award of attorneys’ fees and costs 

associated with the action pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1117(a). 

73. The damage caused to Plaintiff by Defendants cannot be fully measured or 

compensated for in economic terms. Such irreparable harm will continue unless Defendants are 

enjoined from such conduct. 
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COUNT IV 
INJUNCTIVE RELIEF UNDER 15 U.S.C. § 1116(a)  

74. Plaintiff herein restates and incorporates by reference all of the above paragraphs. 

75. Plaintiff has shown, herein, that Defendants have unlawfully used Plaintiff’s 

Trademark in violation of 15 U.S.C. §§ 1114, 1125(a)(1)(A) and 1125(a)(1)(B). 

76. Plaintiff has shown, herein, that Defendants’ infringement of Plaintiff’s Trademark 

is willful, deliberate and ongoing. 

77. Plaintiff has shown, herein, that Plaintiff has been, and will continue to be, harmed 

by Defendants’ infringement of Plaintiff’s Trademark. 

78.  Plaintiff has shown, herein, that Plaintiff has been irreparably harmed by 

Defendants’ infringement of Plaintiff’s Trademark, and that Defendants will continue to do so 

unless enjoined by this Court. 

79. The damages caused to Plaintiff by Defendants cannot be fully measured or 

compensated for in economic terms. Such irreparable harm will continue unless Defendants are 

enjoined from such conduct. 

COUNT V 
CONVERSION 

80. Plaintiff herein restates and incorporates by reference all of the above paragraphs. 

81. In 2016, David Marion Clinard, Jr. left a bequest to the Libertarian Party of New 

Mexico. Escrow Agreement, July 2018, attached hereto as Exhibit 24. The bequest is held in 

escrow and a portion thereof is disbursed each year to the Libertarian Party of New Mexico. 

Initially this annual disbursement was limited to $5,500, but the limit increased in later years. Upon 

information and belief, a substantial balance remains in escrow. 
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82. The Escrow Agreement is based on the representation that LPNM is “officially 

recognized by the Federal Election Committee as a state committee of the Libertarian National 

Party.” Ex. 22 at 1.  

83. Upon LPNM decision to unaffiliate with the LNC the bequest should have been 

transferred to the LNC for distribution to its recognized local affiliate, but Defendants failed to do 

so. 

84. Defendants have received annual distributions from the escrow funds in at least 

2023, 2024, and 2025. Upon information and belief, the Defendants have spent, allocated, and 

otherwise unlawfully controlled these funds meant for the LNC to designate for distribution to its 

recognized affiliate.  

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiff, under Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, requests a trial by jury of 

any issues so triable by right. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter: 

a. A preliminary injunction enjoining Defendants and others acting in concert with 

Defendants from infringing on Plaintiff’s Trademark and from using, advertising, or publicizing 

any information that includes or refers to Plaintiff’s Trademark or any colorable imitation thereof; 

b. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants violated 15 U.S.C. § 1114; 

c. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants violated 15 U.S.C. § 

1125(a)(1)(A); 

d. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants violated 15 U.S.C. § 

1125(a)(1)(B); 
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e. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants converted funds rightfully 

belonging to Plaintiff’s recognized affiliate. 

f. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants intentionally violated 15 U.S.C. § 

1114; 

g. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants intentionally violated 15 U.S.C. § 

1125(a)(1)(A); 

h. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants intentionally violated 15 U.S.C. § 

1125(a)(1)(B); 

i. A judgement in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants have violated the Federal 

Trademark rights of Plaintiff; 

j. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Defendants have violated Plaintiff’s Lanham 

Act rights; 

k. A judgment and order requiring Defendants to pay Plaintiff monetary damages – in 

an amount to be determined at trial – in addition to awarding Plaintiff’s’ attorney’s fees, costs, 

expenses, enhanced and/or exemplary damages, and pre-judgment and post-judgment interest; 

l. A permanent injunction enjoining Defendants and others acting in concert with 

Defendants from infringing on Plaintiff’s Trademark and from using, advertising or publicizing 

any information that includes or refers to Plaintiff’s Trademark or any colorable imitation thereof; 

and  

m. Any and all other relief to which Plaintiff may be entitled. 

 Dated: May 15, 2026.   
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  Respectfully Submitted,  

  

         BARDACKE ALLISON MILLER LLP 
 

By:  /s/ Billy Trabaudo   
Benjamin Allison 
Justin Miller 
Billy Trabaudo 
141 E. Palace Avenue 
Santa Fe, NM  87501 
505-995-8000 
ben@bardackeallison.com 
justin@bardackeallison.com 
billy@bardackeallison.com  
 
AND 
 

FRESH IP PLC 
 
By: /s/Cliff Hyra     
Clifford D. Hyra 
VA Bar No. 75,021 
11710 Plaza America Drive 
Suite 2000 
Reston, VA 20190 
(866) 913-3499 
cliff@freship.com 
 
Counsel for Plaintiff Libertarian Nat’l 
Committee 

 

Case 1:26-cv-01562     Document 1     Filed 05/15/26     Page 16 of 16

mailto:ben@bardackeallison.com
mailto:billy@bardackeallison.com


Int. Cls.: 16 and 42 

Prior U.S. Cls.: 2, 5, 22, 23, 29, 37, 38, 50, 100 
and 101 

Reg. No. 2,423,459 

Registered Jan. 23, 2001 United States Patent and Trademark Office 

TRADEMARK 
SERVICE MARK 

PRINCIPAL REGISTER 

LIBERTARIAN PARTY 

LIBERTARIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE, INC. (D.C. 
NON-PROFIT CORPORATION) 

2600 VIRGINIA A VENUE, N. W .. SUITE 100 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037 

FOR: NEWSPAPERS, BROCHURES, PAMPHLETS 
AND BOOKLETS CONCERNING POLITICAL ISSUES 
, IN CLASS 16 (U.S. CLS. 2, 5, 22, 23, 29, 37, 38 
AND 50). 

FIRST USE 1-0-1972; IN COMMERCE 1-0-1972. 

FOR: POLITICAL PARTY SERVICES, NAMELY, 
PROMOTING THE INTERESTS OF A POLITICAL 
PARTY, IN CLASS 42 (U.S. CLS. 100 AND 101). 

FIRST USE 1-0-1972; IN COMMERCE 1-0-1972. 
NO CLAIM IS MADE TO THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT 

TO USE "PARTY", APART FROM THE MARK AS 
SHOWN. 

SER NO. 75-937,476, FILED 3-7-2000. 

PRISCILLA MILTON, EXAMINING ATTORNEY 
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Int. Cls.: 16 and 42 

Prior U.S. Cls.: 2, 5, 22, 23, 29, 37, 38, 50, 100 
and 101 

Reg. No. 2,423,459 

Registered Jan. 23, 2001 United States Patent and Trademark Office 

TRADEMARK 
SERVICE MARK 

PRINCIPAL REGISTER 

LIBERTARIAN PARTY 

LIBERTARIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE, INC. (D.C. 
NON-PROFIT CORPORATION) 

2600 VIRGINIA AVENUE, N. W .. SUITE 100 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037 

FOR: NEWSPAPERS, BROCHURES, PAMPHLETS 
AND BOOKLETS CONCERNING POLITICAL ISSUES 
, IN CLASS 16 (U.S. CLS. 2, 5, 22, 23, 29, 37, 38 
AND 50). 

FIRST USE 1-0--1972; 'rN COMMERCE 1-0-1972. 

FOR: POLITICAL PARTY SERVICES, NAMELY, 
PROMOTING THE INTERESTS OF A POLITICAL 
PARTY, IN CLASS 42 (U.S. CLS. 100 AND 101). 

FIRST USE 1-0--1972; IN COMMERCE 1-0--1972. 
NO CLAIM IS MADE TO THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT 

TO USE "PARTY", APART FROM THE MARK AS 
SHOWN. 

SER. NO. 75-937,476, FILED 3-7-2000. 

PRISCILLA MILTON, EXAMINING ATTORNEY 
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Libertarian Party 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 
7748 LOWELL BOULEVARD 
WESTMINSTER. COLO. 80030 

PHONE {303) 429-0400 

NEW POLITICAL PA�TY 

TO UNVEIL PLANS JANUARY 31 

NEWS RELEASE 

For further information, 
call Susan Nolan at 
Party Headquarters 

A new political party, dedicated to the proposition that social 

and economic liberties are inseparable, will make its public debut 

in Denver, Colorado, on January 31, 1972-

At a Press Conference scheduled for 2:30·pm MST, in the Empire 

Room of the Cosmopolitan Hotel, the national officers of the 

Libertarian Party will announce their organization's pl�ns for 

1972, and answer questions raised by representatives of the press, 

radio, and television. Among the topics to be covered are the 

party 1 s stands on the major issues of the day, its election strategy, 

and its long-range goals. 

The Libertarian Party has officially been in existence ·for only 

six weeks; the organization grew out of an ad-hoc organizing 

committee made up of 100 libertarian leaders around the country. 

According to the party's temporary chairman, David F. Nolan, 28, 

their purpose in founding the Libertarian Party was 11 to show the 

American people that it is possible to take stands that are consistent 

with the principles of freedom, and, by so doing, to demonstrate 

the moral bankruptcy of both 'liberalism 1 and 1 conservatism 1 •11 

The party currently claims a membership of 250, and expects to 

have 10,000 members by Election Day_. Most of its members, according 

to the party's leadership, are in their 20 1 s and 30's, and were 

formerly affiliated with the GOP. They left the GOP, according to 

Nolan, because of President Nixon's "continuing movement towards 

totalitarianism, both in the area of economics, and in the suppression 

of civil liberties. » 
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Libertarian Party 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 

7748 LOWELL BOULEVARD 

WESTMINSTER, COLO. 80030 
PHONE 13031 42!M>400 

11

Libertarian Party" is name choice; 

Convention to meet in Denver# June 4-7 

Newsletter 

NUMBER 2 

.JANUARY, 1972 

In response to the questionnaire s�nt out with Newsletter #1, the 
members of the Committee to Organize a Libertarian Party chose the 
name Libertarian Party, by a vote of 111 to 87 (weighted voting; see 
page 2J. In an even more decisive vote (95 to 59), they selected 
the first week in .June as the best time for the new party to hold 
its first national convention. 

Based on this latter vote, the temporary Steering Committee of the 
Libertarian Party has tentatively set the time of the Convention for 
.June 4-7, and has named Denver, Colorado as the Convention site. 
Tentative Convention agenda is as follows: 

Sunday, .June 4 -- Open hearings by platform and constitution committees. 

Monday, .June 5 -- Closed committee sessions, workshops, first session 
of the convention (to vote on rules, constitution and by-laws). Evening 
open for caucuses of various groups who wish to hold them. 

Tuesday, .June 6 -- Second convention session (to vote on platform). 

Wednesday, .June 7 -- Third and final convention session (to elect 
Party 1 s officers for 1972-74, and to nominate candidates for President 
and Vice-President of the United States). Big bash in the evening. 

Thursday, .June 8 -- Brief open session of the newly-elected Executive 
Comndttee, to deal with such matters are necessary. 

As currently planned, the Convention will be open to all Libertarian 
Party members, and registration will cost $25 for the whole three-day 
affair. In order to give the convention planning committee some idea 
of how many people to expect, please indicate the likelihood that you 
will attend, on the enclosed form. 

SYMBOL AND SLOGAN ADOPTED 

By a narrow vote (88 to 79), Committee members chose the Libersign 
as the Libertarian Party's official emblem; regarding a slogan, there 
was no clear-cut choice ("Laissez Faire" was preferred over 11 Live and 
Let Live," but both choices received many negative comments, and numerous 
alternatives were suggested). The logo shown in the lower right-hand 
corner of this page was therefore adopted by the temporary Executive 
Committee, in a unanimous vote. Libertarian Party member .John 
.James, a graphic artist, then volWlteered to draw it up. 

T.
rF

I:The logo has been trademarked, and will be used as 
an identifying mark by the Party and its state 
affiliates, on literature and on ballots (in states 
where this is permitted). 
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Rothbard first choice for Presidential candidate; 
Greenspan, Kellems, Fitzgerald make strong showings 

By a wide margin, the 52 people who returned their questionnaires by 
December 15th indicated that Murray Rothbard would be their first 
choice to be the Libertarian Party's Presidential nominee in 1972. 
Running well behind Rothbard, but well ahead of everyone else, was 
Alan Greenspan. 

As with the other questions, the results were tabulated by giving 
3 points for an 11excellent 11 rating, 2 for a trgood," 1 for a ttfair, 11 

0 if no response was given, and -1 for a 11poor. 11 On this basis, the 
14 possibilities given scored as follows; total point scores are given 
first, with composite ratings, to the nearest t·enth of a point, in 
·parentheses ...

Rothbard 
Greenspan 
Kellems 
Fitzgerald 
Anderson 
Crane 
Heinlein 
Gross 
Friedman 
Ervin 
Manne 
Hess 
Proxmire 
Hatfield 

124 (2.4) 
95 (1.8) 
7 5 ( 1. 4) 
71 (1.3)
70 ( 1. 3)
69 ( 1. 3) 
62 ( 1. 2) 
59 (1.1) 
54 (1.0) 
49 (1.0) 
49 (1.0) 
29 (0.6)
-1 (0.0)
-7 (-.1) 

On the basis of these returns, the following 
judgments can be made: First, if it is at all 
possible to persuade Rothbard to accept the 
nomination, this should be done, If not, any 
of the next five possibilities would probably 
be acceptable to a majority of libertarians; 
these same five people should also be given 
first consideration in seeking a VP nominee. 
The next bloc of five (Heinlein through Manne) 
are worth contacting for the VP nomination, if 
none of the top six can be persuaded. The bottom 
three can be eliminated as being unacceptable 
to most libertarians. 

It should be emphasized, however, that it is by no means yet time to 
11close the door. 11 The nomination will be determined at -the Convention 
in June, and entries will be welcomed up until that time; several new 
possibilities have been suggested, in fact, and will be contacted if 
none of the front-runners above are available. 

Copies of the platform will be sent to all but the bottom three of 
the people listed above, along with a letter soliciting their reactions. 
Those who respond favorably will then be sounded out regarding their 
willingness to rnn on our ·ticket. To help persuade Dr. Rothbard that 
he should seek the Presidential nomination, we suggest that all LP 
members send him a letter or postcard urging him to rnn; if possible, 
get up a petition among the local libertarians, and/or have them write 
to him too. His address is Box- 341, _Madison Square Station, NY 10010. 

The Libertarian Party Newsletter 
is published on the 15th of each 
month, by the national office of 
the Libertarian Party. Items of 
interest to political acti vist.s 
in the libertarian movement are 
welcome. Editor: David F. Nolan. 

MEMBERSHIP GOALS 

1,000 by Convention Time 

10,000 by Election Day 

Extra copies of this Newsletter may be ordered at $1 for 10, 
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PLATFORM COMivlENTS WELCOMED 

If you have any comments, pro or 
con, concerning the Temporary 
Platform, please send them in, on 
the back of the enclosed reply 
form. Your opinion counts! 

ME:MBERSHIP APPLICATION 

A copy of our new Membership 
Application is enclosed with this 
issue; if you're already a 
member, you need not fill it out, 
although we'd appreciate having 
the information. Members of the 
Organizing Committee who have not 
yet joined the party, please fi�l 
out the Application and return it, 
with your 1972 dues, if you wish 
to remain on our mailing list. 
No more material will be sent to 
people· other than Party members 
and Newsletter subscribers after 
this mailing -- so join now! 

Additional copies of the Membership 
Application are available, free on 
request. 

STATE CHAIRMEN NEEDED 

Libertarian Party Chairmen are 
needed in all states except 
Colorado; if you are interested, 
and willing to spend the time and 
effort necessary to build a 
Party organization in your state, 
write and let us know. Include a 
resume of your political experience. 

This is going to be a grass-roots 
party· the national office will 
not b; able to do the organizational 
work in the various states. We -will 
provide literature, ideas, and names 
of people who inquire for info, but 
you will have to get things going 
in your state yourselves. So, let's 
get going! 

A CORRECTION 

In our November Newsletter, we 
referred to Milton Friedman as the 
originator of the "guaranteed 

income" plan. LP member David 
Friedman informs us that his father 
was not the originator of this idea 
and does not adv.ocate such a measure• 
Our mistake; we apologize. 

'fHANKS 

To LP Vice-Chairman Pipp Boyls, for 
drafting the Temporary Platform 
(after much consultation with others). 

To John James, for donation of his 
graphic taients to render our Party 
logo. 

To Colorado LP Chairman Luke Zell, 
for becoming the Party's first 
Lifetime Member. 

To Reason, Hard��,.§.!!: News, 
A is A NYLA News, and Quillan for 
their -r,mentions II of the Party in 
recent issues. 

COLORADO LP MEMBERS PUBLISH 
11 THE FIRE BRINGER" 

A group of Colorado Springs 
libertarians active in the Party 
also publish an excellent newspaper, 
The Fire Bringer, which is devoted 
to comments on current affairs. 
Subscriptions are $5 per year, with 
bulk rates available. For a free 
copy, write to: The Fire Brin

�er,
PO Box 4749, Colorado Springs 0909. 

NEW BOOK DOCUMENTS $179 BILLION 
WASTED BY BUREAUCRATS 

A good source of data on how Uncle 
Sam throws our money away is the 
new .book, Where The Money Went, which 
documents losses totalling $179 
billion incurred by government 
"enterprises." Order from� Sheet, 
6413 Franklin Avenue, Los Angeles, 
CA 90028. $1.25, paperback. 

LEARN HOW TO CONDUCT A. PETITION DRIVE 
TO GET REFERENDA ON THE BALLOT 

Information available from LP member 
Mike Timko, 11444 Olympic Blvd, #96, 
Los Angeles, CA 90064. This is one 
way we can increase our "muscle," get 
publicity, and win recruits. 
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BALLOT REQUIREMENTS 

Listed below are the requirements for getting on the ballot in 42 of the 50 states. 
We cannot guarantee 100% accuracy, as the requirements change with time, but in most: 
cases they &hould be correct. In some states, the requirements vary from office to 
office; hence the ambiguous figures. Also, for some states there is more than one 
date given under the .11 petition deadline 11 heading; the earlier is the opening date 
for circulating petitions, and the latter the filing deadline. If you live in the 
District 9f Columbia, or in one of the eight states we lack data for, we would like 
to hear from you regarding the situation where you live. The missing eight are: 
Alabama, Alaska, Delaware, Idaqo, Iowa, Mississippi, Nebraska, and Tennessee. States 
where we appear to have the best chance are denoted by three asterisks. 

STATE 

Arizona -lH�* 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado *-lf* 
Connecticut 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii*** 
Illinois 
Indiana **-:!­
Kansas 
Kentucky *-lf* 
Louisiana *-l�* 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota*** 
Missouri 

Montana 
Nevada 
New Hampshire *3/� 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota*** 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island*** 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Texas 
Utah 
Ver�ont �** 
Virginia 
Washington -lH�* 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin*** 
Wyoming -lf** 

PETITION REQUIREMENTS 

1% of gubernatorial vote 
15% of all voters 
1% of last Presidential vote 
300 signatures 
½%.of last Presidential vote 
3/4% of all voters 
5% of last total vote 
25 voters 
25,000 voters 
½% of vote for Secretary of State 
3% of vote for Governor, plus convention 
1,000 voters 
1,000 voters 
1% of gubernatorial vote 
3% of all voters 
3% of gubernatorial vote 
1-4% of vote for winning Sec. of State
2 1 000 signatures
1% of Governor vote in each Cong.
District, or 2% in half of districts
5% of gubernatorial vote
5% of Congressional vote
1 , 000 signatures
800 signatures
5% of voters, plus a convention
12,000 signatures
25% of all voters
300 signatures
4-8% of all voters
5% of eligible voters
3% of Presidential vote
½% of largest vote for state office
500 signatures
10,000 signatures
2-5% of vote for governor
1% of vote for governor
300 signatures
1% of vote for gover�or
1% of voters in each election district
Convention attended by 100 voters, held on
1% of Presidential vote
3,000 - 5,000 signatures
100 signatures

PETITION DEADLINE 

9/22/72 
6/20/72 
8/29/72 - 9/22/72 
9/23/72 
9/5/72 
8/15/72 
12/18/71 - 6/14/72 
8/23/72 
8/7/72 
9/1/72 
4/21/72 
9/13/72 
9/23/72 
8/15/72 
3/7/72 
8/1/72 
5/8/72 
10/31/72 

10/31/72 

8/9/72 
6/12/72 - 7/14/72 
9/28/72 
4/26/72 
9/11/72 
To be determined 
5/27/72 
9/28/72 
2/2/72 
7/10/72 - 7/12/72 
7/28/72 - 8/29/72 
3/8/72 - 3/29/72 
8/12/72 
9/8/72 
8/9/72 
7/3/73 
5/10/72 
9/8/72 - 9/21/72 
6/13/72 
9/19/72 
5/8/72 
8/19/72 
8/9/72 - 9/28/72 

Most states require that minority parties have their nominee named before they 
can circulate petitions. This -means any states with deadlines before July are 
probably out. Any corrections, additions, or clarifications to this listing would 
be appreciated. Also, any news of efforts to obtain petitions, where it is pos�ible. 
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RECRUITING CONTEST 

FIRST PRIZE $100 

If the Libertarian Party is to have any significant effect on the 
course of events in 1972, it must have enough members to conduct 
effective campaigns, and to command some respect from candidates 
of other parties whose stands on key issues might be swayed. For this 
reason, the national office of the Libertarian Part;y is conducting 
a membership recruiting contest. 

The rules are simple. The LP member who recruits the greatest number 
of additional members between January 1, 1972 and April 30, 1972 will 
receive an award of $100, to be applied towards convention expenses; 
the award will be presented at the Party's national convention, in June. 

Second prizes of $50, and third prizes of free convention registration 
(value, $25) will also be presented. Depending on how things go, fourth 
prizes of some sort may also be awarded. 

Since all memberships are not of equal value, points in the contest 
will be given on the following basis: Student Memberships :, 1 point; 
Regular Memberships, 2 points; Sustaining Memberships, 3 points; Life 
Memberships, 25 points; Life Sustaining il-'lemberships, 50 points. 

All Party members except the national officers are eligible to compete, 
but you may not count your own membership towards your point total. 
To receive credit for new memberships, the members you recruit must 
name you as the person who caused them to join the Party, in the space 
provided on the Membership Application -- so be sure to tell people 
whom you recruit to do this. 

The first prize of �J;lOO towards convention expenses will be awarded 
to only one individual, who must earn a minimum of 100 points in the 
contest. 

Second prizes ( jp50 towards convention expenses) will be awarded to 
all Party members w!.�o earn 50 points or more. Third prizes (free 
registration) will be awarded to all members who earn 25 points or more. 
No member may receive more than o'ii'e prize, however; i.e. someone ·who 
earns 50 points receives only a second prize, not a second and third. 

To give everyone some help in recruiting members, the national office 
will provide any member who wishes with as many Membership Applications 
as he or she can reasonably use, free of charge. In addition, copies 
of the enclosed ad preprint may be obtained for 2¢ each, after you have 
used up the 10 free copies included in this mailing. Copies of the 
platform are available, at 4/$1, 10/$2, 25/$4, 50/$7, and lOb/$12. Use 
the enclosed form to order material. 

RECRUITING TIPS 

The enclosed ad preprints should not be handed out on a willy-nilly 
basis. Give or mail them to ten people whom you know to be good prosp,ects 
for recruitment. If you are mailing them, enclose a personal letter 
encouraging the recipient to join, and telling him to cite you as his 
source of information about the party. 

(over) 
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Write or stamp your name on the preprints, to give people someone 
to contact locally, if you do any mass distribution. If you're 
goin.a- to distribute more than 250, stamp or type your name on one 
of the enclosed copies, and have your local printer reproduce it; 
this is faster and cheaper than ordering from the national office. 

If you can get the ad placed in any publications, this is a good 
way to reach people -- especially if you can do so without cost. 
Add or substitute your own name and address before doing so, however. 

If you are a student, place copies on bulletin boards and on other 
suitable places around the school; again, add your own name and 
address or phone number. 

If you can, arrange to speak to local taxpayers groups, and/or 
civic organizations, about the Libertarian Party. Have sufficient 
copies of the platform on hand to give out copies to those who show 
interest. Try to get local businessmen to sponsor placements of the 
ad in the local papers, if you can't get a freebie placen�nt. 

If you are a student, organize an LP chapter on your campus; get 
your school paper to run the ad, and/or news stories. 

Seek out the local or state representatives of the following 
organizations, and try to get an invitation to speak before them. 
If you don't know who to contact, write the national headquarters 
of each, and ask for the nanre of the contact in your area. Do not 
say why you want the name, when you write. Have copies of the-­
platform when you make your presentation -- and use common sense 
regarding which points in the platform to stress in making your 
presentation. 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 395 Concord Avenue, Delmont, Massachusetts 02178 

LIIlERTY Al'1ENDMENT COMMITTEE, 6413 Franklin Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90028 

SOCIETY FOR INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, 304 Empire Bldg., Philadelphia, PA 19'107 

YOUUG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM, 1221 Massachusetts Ave. Niv, Washington DC 20005 

When you write, ask for information on the organization, so as to 
have a good idea of what points to stress in your talk. 

And don't forget local Republican and Democratic organizations 
especially YRs and YDs. They won't let you make a presentation, but 
you might attend a couple of meetings, and then approach those members 
who seem disaffected with their current party, and inclined towards 
a libertarian point of view. 

Above all, when making presentations, keep your cool, and don't 
get into·heated arguments. Try to avoid becoming stereotyped as 
11leftist 11 or 11 r.ightist. 11 And do not use the word anarchist. Also 
avoid the words communist and fascist, unless you're talking about 
someone generally regarded as being in one of those categories. 
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T LIBERTARIAN
Who we are v Where We Stand v Take Action v Vote Shop 

The 2026 Libertarian National Convention site is live: Explore Now 

DonateNow4 
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Joshua Chappel, Chair 
Fred Snoy, Second Vice-Chair 
Paul McKenney, Treasurer 

July 9, 2023 

Via Email:  Chair@LPNM.us, ViceChair2@LPNM.us, Treasurer@LPNM.us 

Re: Trademark of the Libertarian Party 

Mssrs. Chappel, Snoy, and McKenney: 

Attached please find our October 4, 2022, correspondence to your Executive Committee containing a “cease 
and desist” demand of the use of the Libertarian Party’s registered trademark “Libertarian Party” (USPTO 
Registration Number 2423459).  We are contacting you in an effort to avoid impending litigation on this issue.  
We ask that you voluntarily change your name to something which is not the Libertarian Party or any other 
confusingly similar designation or to consider integrating with the Libertarian Party’s recognized affiliate.  We 
would be more than happy to facilitate discussions with them if you wish.  I am sure all of us would like to 
avoid litigation, but that is the inevitable route if this continues, as already directed by the Libertarian National 
Committee.  We hope that the passage of time has let cooler heads prevail and that a more amicable 
resolution can be reached; however, the unauthorized use of our trademark cannot continue. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Very truly yours, 

Angela McArdle, Chair 

cc: Joseph Zito, Esquire (Stein IP), Cliff Hyra (FreshIP) 
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Angela McArdle, Chair 
Libertarian National Committee 
1444 Duke St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

October 4, 2022 

Re: Follow Up on Disaffiliation 

T LIBERTARIAN

To the Executive Committee of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico: 

On September 11, 2022, the Libertarian National Committee ("LNC") moved to disaffiliate the Libertarian Party 
of New Mexico ("LPNM") in response to previous correspondence from the LNC regarding LPNM's bylaws and 
a letter from LPNM alleging disaffiliation from the LNC. 

In your August 25, 2022 letter, you stated, "LPNM and the LNC are no longer, in any sense, part of the same 

political party. All connections between us whatsoever are now totally and completely severed." Based on your 
statement and the LNC's formal disaffiliation, we're asking you to cease using the name, "Libertarian Party of 
New Mexico". 

We wish you the best of luck in your political endeavors. 

Very truly yours, 

Angela McArdle, Chair 

1444 DUKE STREET, ALEXANDRIA 1-800-ELECT-US • WWW.LP.ORG
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ESCROW AGREEMENT GREEMENT ("Agreement") has been made as of July _, 2018, by David Marion Clinard Jr., as Personal Representative of the ESTATE OF FRANK W. CLINARD, JR. ("Decede t''), of 2940 Arizona Ave, Los Alamos, Los Alamos ounty, NM-87544 ("Estate"), LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO, a New Mexico nonprofit corporation, of 8100 Wyoming Boulevard NE, Suite M4, #341, Albuquerque, N Mexico 87113 ("LPNM"), and MERCANTILE BANK OF MICHIGAN, a Michigan banking corporation, of 310 Leonard Street, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49504 (''Escrow Agent''), based on the following facts. A. Frank W. tlinard, Jr. died on August 30, 2016, leaving a Last Will andTestament dated Novembef 19, 2008 in which the LPNM was named as a residual beneficiaiy (the ''Will"). The Estate b being administered in the Probate Court for the County of Los Alamos, State of New M�xico, Case No. 859. David Marion Clinard, Jr. has been dulyappointed as Personal Rep I sentative of the Estate. Pursuant to the Decedent's Will, the Estatehas determined that Deced nt's bequest to the LPNM equals the sum of One Hundred Eleven Thousand Eight .. �,,,-..... ix -Three and 52/100 Dollars ($111,863.52) ("Bequest''), whichthe Estate desires to distrib te to the LPNM. B. The LPN
:i

M 1 has been officially recognized by the Federal Election Committee
("FEC") as a state co • e of the Libertarian National Party. As a state committee of anational political party, co tributions by the Estate to the LPNM are currently limited under applicable state campaign finance law to the sum of not more than Five Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 Do�($5,500.00) per calendar year, as adjusted for inflation by the FEC or such other appropriate a ency in the future or as otherwise changed by law or court decision in the future ("State Con ution Limit'').C. As the Beq�st exceeds the State Contribution Limit, the Estate and LPNM haveagreed that the Estate shall � its obligation for distribution of the Bequest to the LPNM by distributing the sum of Fi� Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($5,000.00) to the LPNM and depositing in f.w with Escrow Agent the balance of the Bequest, in the sum of One Hundred and Six ousand Three Hundred and Sixty Three and 52/100 Dollars($106,363.52) (''Escrow unds") to be distributed pursuant to the terms and conditions contained herein. The Esta e and LPNM acknowledge that the 2017 distributions by the Estate to the LP have been made. !

1 D. The Estate 4d LPNM desire to designate Escrow Agent as the escrowee of theEscrow Funds deposited unrer this Agreement. ACCORDINGLY THE ESTATE, LPNM, AND ESCROW AGENT AGREE: 1. Escrow Agent. The Estat� and LPNM designate Escrow Agent and Escrow Agent agrees toact as escrowee for the ploses and upon the conditions set forth in this Agreement
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2. Deposit of Escrow Funds. After the disbursement in 2018, set forth in Paragraph C
above, the Estate shall deliver the Escrow Funds to Escrow Age t. The LPNM has delivered 
to the Personal Representative and LANB a duly executed final ipt and release, a copy of 
which is attached hereto as Exhibit A. All interest accruing o the Escrow Funds shall be 
deemed part of the Escrow Funds. Escrow Agent shall invest th Escrow Funds in the name
of Escrow Agent, for the benefit of the LPNM, with all interest able to the LPNM, in bank 
accounts or certificates of deposit fully insured by the Federal D posit Insurance Corporation. 
The LPNM agrees that the LPNM will be responsible for any tandard fees associated with 
any such bank account(s) or certificate(s) of deposit into whi the Escrow Funds shall be 
deposited. The LPNM agrees to sign and deliver such W-9 orms or other statements as 
Escrow Agent may reasonably request Specifically, LPNM • Escrow Agent to invest 
the Escrow Funds as set forth on Exhibit B attached hereto, whi directions may be altered or
amended from time to time, in writing, within the discretion of the LPNM. 

3. Distribution of Escrow Funds; Termination of Escrow. The scrow Agent shall distribute
the Escrow Funds in increments equal to the State Contribution imit, which amount shall be 
determined by the LPNM, who shall certify said amount in wri • g to the Escrow Agent on or
before July 25 of each calendar year, commencing in calendar ear 2018. Such certification

amounts previously.:...w.:· m1· l!U!�aLI.£J:�wwn:mQll...tmm.Jbllf.�Qr�'....fl�lLl!Qo�I!Ql;...YiQJ.a!te
smy_applicable Federal or State laws and regulations. The gree that the Escrow Agent
shall mail a check payable to the LPNM in an amount equal to e then effective and certified
State Contribution Limit on or before August 1 of each calendar ear, commencing in calendar
year 2018. The checks referenced herein shall be mailed to

LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO 

8100 Wyoming Boulevard NE 
Suite M4, #341 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87113 

unless otheiwise agreed to by the Escrow Agent and LPNM in w • • g. Alternatively, distributions 
required hereunder may be made by wire transfer by Escrow Agent LPNM at LPNM's election. 
LPNM agrees to pay any and all costs associated with wire transf made by Escrow Agent to 
LPNM. 

The LPNM understands that under no circumstances may it requ t or require that the Escrow 
Agent pay to the LPNM in any calendar year an amount that would exceed the State Contribution 
Limit Escrow Agent understands that the LPNM may challenge e legal validity of the State 
Contribution Lirqit in federal. court, and in the event that the LPNM successful in that challenge, 
the LPNM may be aore"'\o'"'certify to the Escrow Agent that the en • b�the·Escrow Funds 
can be paid to the LPNM. This Agreement shall terminate automa cally when the entirety of the 
Escrow Funds have been delivered to the LPNM. The 12rovisions of, this Agreement which release 
the Escrow Agent from liability.: and/or limit the liability of the Escrop: Agent and/or indemnify.Jhe 
Escrow Agent from liability,: and other provisions which by.: their 

=
ture c�nt=e rights and

.obligations of the parties to be enjoy.:ed or perfonned after the ex :ation ��ation of this
Agreement will survive until their JmrPoses are fulfilled. 
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4. Liability of Escrow Ag nt. Escrow Agent undertakes to perform only such duties as are
expressly set forth herein d no duties shall be implied. Upon making delivery of the Escrow
Funds and performing its obligations and services under this Agreement, Escrow Agent shall
be released from any er liability under this Agreement. Escrow Agent has no fiduciary or
discretionary duties of an kind. Escrow Agent shall have no liability under and no duty to
inquire as to the provisi s of any agreement other than this Agreement, including without
limitation any other agre ent between any or all of the parties hereto or any other persons
even though reference th reto may be made herein. Escrow Agent shall not be liable for any
action taken or omitted y it in good faith except to the extent that a court of competent
jurisdiction determines th t Escrow Agent's gross negligence or willful misconduct was the
cause of loss to LPNM. scrow Agent's sole responsibility shall be for the safekeeping and
disbursement of Escrow unds in accordance with the terms of this Agreement Escrow Agent
shall not be charged with knowledge or notice of any fact or circumstance not specifically set
forth herein. Escrow Age t may rely upon any notice, instruction, request or other instrument,
not only as to its due exec ti.on, validity and effectiveness, but also as to the truth and accuracy
of any information con • ed therein, which Escrow Agent shall believe to be genuine and to
have been signed or pres nted by the person or parties purporting to sign the same. Escrow
Agent shall have no res nsibility to determine or inquire into or otherwise corroborate the
happening or occurrence f any event or condition described in such certificate or document...QI
!Q...ilfl�wnum£1tlfL!Jt}g.j.W£!r·W.Yun· QJnLQotf .fillY amounts from the Escrow Funds complies with

.�-.u...J����-� ............... �gulations, including those related to campaign finance. 

Except for Escrow Agent's g ss negligence or willful misconduct, in no event shall Escrow Agent 
be liable for incidental, indire special, consequential or punitive damages or penalties (including 
but not limited to lost profits , even if Escrow Agent has been advised of the likelihood of such 
damages or penalty and reg less of the form of action. Escrow Agent shall not be responsible for 
delays or failures in perfo ance resulting from acts beyond its control, including without 
limitation acts of God, strik s, lockouts, riots, acts of war or terror, epidemics, governmental 
regulations, fire, communica • on line failures, computer viruses, power failures, earthquakes or 
other disasters. LPNM agree to perform or procure the performance of all further acts and things, 
and execute and deliver such further documents, as may be required by law or as Escrow Agent 
may reasonably request in co ection with its duties hereunder. Escrow Agent is authorized, in its 
sole discretion, to comply wi final orders issued or process entered by any court with respect to 
Escrow Funds, without dete • ation by Escrow Agent of such court's jurisdiction in the matter. 

5. Dispute Resolution Pro edure. In the event of any disagreement or controversy under this
Agreement or if Escrow gent in good faith is in doubt as to what action it should take with
respect to the Escrow F ds, Escrow Agent shall have the absolute right at its election to take
any or all of the followin actions:

(a) Hold the scrow Funds until the Escrow Agent and LPNM agree upon the
proper disposition of i • 

(b) Hold the scrow Funds until Escrow Agent receives a court order concerning
the disposition of the scrow Funds in form and substance satisfactory to Escrow Agent; 

(c) File an int rpleader action in an appropriate court naming the LPNM, the
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Estate, and all other claimants and interested partie as parties, and deposit the 
Escrow Funds with the clerk of such court in full satisfactio of its responsibilities under 
this Agreement; or 

(a) Exercise anY. other ri u....."""'"�� ............... ��-'4"..,...._.......,�"-'""'........,_· 

such event, Escrow Agent shall 
attorneys' fees in taking such actions. 

.._In any 
reasonable 

6. Indemnify.; Exculpation. LPNM shall indemnify, . ..u.:.���- Escrow Agent's 
QP.tion, defend Escrow Agent from and • -=- �!;!a!;IJL-l,£!.� �. including, 
without limitation. reasonable attomey_..,.,""""-_.......,.....__�.,..... ....... """"'= suit of Escrow 
Agent's acceptance of the Escrow Fun ent's duties under 
!his...Agreement unless such loss. liabili -----........,,..,.1'_,.,�""-j,-I--. ·udicated to have
resulted from the bad faith or gross ne uch indemnity,_hokl 
harmless and defense obligations shall s -�'"'at tion or removal and shall
survive the tennination Agent be liable. directly: 
or indirectly,_for_any_( .J1J.ii"'.!1'w'Js!i'i,�!..!U..�.....?..!d���...!,;!Ji=��-B) damages or expenses 
,arising out of Esera �==="'-_......._........._..... ages and 
gxRenses that result solely from the gross neglig nc or • Ageru:,_as 
detennined by a court of comRfileD1_jurisdictL , �__,,......,.,�- .===--==ges, even 
if Escrow Agent has been advised of the Rossibili _...... ...... -..--. . The obligations of 
LPNM under this Section 6 shall survive any tennina ent and the resignation 
or removal of Escrow Agent 

+: Baignation. Escrow Ag§l!_mgy...refilgn for any reason. or in its sole discretion 
by_giYing_thiny_(Jil)...days written notice to LPNM.
Agent's fees an =a=-=="""""' ....... - • 

Fund, Escrow 
by: written agree . 
within tbmy_{Jil)..daY.s after the notice of res 
irrevocablY- authorized and emRowered to Ra -¥.l�.-»...>o-u.¥-1�---�__.....,.......,......,,._....=
bank or trust comruwY. in the State of Michi ............... -= ............ ei�IDal!.,J;llgtfm.lme..m...ns..fill!!e 
discretion and which 

8• Escrow fee, The Escrow Ag ·a--------........ =-=-- .1416' ................ .-..�....._..greement in 
return for a one-time escrow set J]ars 

(
$.250),

plus reimbursement of Escrow _......,.._ ..... J,£._.A.l,;;�,¥..t..11:.L!a:��,&...;6,.I, t (estimated at

no more than $.1,000), which shall be Jlgid_hy,:.......,.............................. Agreement by: 
.all parties. Escrow Ag§l!_mgY. consult the atto ........,o..=..,.....=�..,...,..=�= ding..c.arIY-ing 
out its duties under this Agreement and maY. d s' fees 
therebY. incurred from the Escrow Funds. If Agent 
under this Agreement or anY. Indemnified P -��i-��:.i......i1o111 • on or
reimbursement hereunder are not ruiliLRromp.JlY. when due --=--...._ .......... = t may: deduct such 
sums from the Escrow Funds. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the parties hereto agree that the 
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Escrow Agent may irnrnedia�ly deduct the escrow fee detailed in this paragraph from the Escrow 
Funds. 

I 
9. Representations and arranties. LPNM and the Estate, severally and not jointly, each

respectively represent an warrant to Escrow Agent that (i) it has full power and authority to
execute and deliver this greement and perform its obligations hereunder, and this Agreement
has been duly approved y all necessary action and constitutes its valid and binding agreement
enforceable in accordanc with its terms; and (ii) each of the persons executing this Agreement
have been duly appointe to act as authorized representatives hereunder and have full power to
amend, modify or waive y provision of this Agreement and to take any and all other actions
as authorized representati es under this Agreement, provided that any change in designation of
such authorized represen tives shall be provided by written notice delivered to each party to
this Agreement.

10. Account Opening Info tion/Reporting/Payment of Interest. 

(a) To help th government fight the funding of terrorism and money laundering
activities, Federal la requires all financial institutions to obtain, verify, and record 
information that iden • ·es each person who opens an account For a non-individual person 
such as a business ntity, charity, trust or other legal entity, Escrow Agent requires 
documentation to ve • its formation and existence as a legal entity. Escrow Agent may 
ask to see financial s tements, licenses, identification, and authorization documents from 
individuals claiming a thority to represent the entity or other relevant documentation. The 
parties acknowledge at a portion of the identifying information set forth herein is being 
requested by Escrow gent in connection with the USA Patriot Act, Pub.L.107-56 (the 
".rut'), and each agre s to provide any additional information requested by Escrow Agent 
in connection with the Act or any other legislation or regulation to which Escrow Agent is 
subject, in a timely m er. 

(b) Upon exec�tion of this Agreement, LPNM shall provide the Escrow Agent
with a fully executed r-8 or W-9 IRS form.

(c) All interes

�

r other income earned under the Escrow Agreement shall be 
allocated and/or paid uant to the terms of this Agreement and shall be reported by the 
LPNM to the Internal evenue Service or any other taxing authority. Notwithstanding any 
other provision in this Agreement., Escrow Agent shall report and, as required, withhold 
any taxes as it dete • es to be required by any law or regulation in effect at the time of the 
distribution. In the ev t that any earnings remain undistributed at the end of any calendar 
year, Escrow Agent s all report to the Internal Revenue Service or such other authority 
such earnings as it dee appropriate or as required by any applicable law or regulation or, 
to the extent consistent therewith, as directed by LPNM. In addition, Escrow Agent shall 
withhold any taxes it d ems appropriate and as required by applicable law, and shall remit 
such taxes to the appro riate authorities. 

1. 

11. Termination. This Agre
t

ent shall terminate upon the distribution of all Escrow Funds 
pursuant to any applicable provision of this Agreement, and Escrow Agent shall thereafter 
have no further obligation r liability whatsoever with respect to this Agreement or Escrow 

! 
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Funds. 

12. Brokerage Confirmation Waiver. LPNM and the Estate ac wledge that to the extent
regulations of the Comptroller of the Currency or other regulatory nti.ty grant them the right to
receive brokerage confinnati.ons for security transactions as they ccur, LPNM and the Estate
specifically waive receipt of such confinnations to the extent pe "tted by law. Escrow Agent
will furnish LPNM monthly cash transaction statements that incl de detail for all investment
transactions made by Escrow Agent.

13. Successors and Assigns. This Agreement shall bind and be fit the Estate, LPNM and
Escrow Agent, and their respective successors, heirs, personal rep sentatives, and assigns.

14• Directions, Notices and Amendments. Any and all directions o instructions provided to the 
Escrow Agent by the LPNM with regard to investments, distri utions or any other matters 
relating to the Escrow Funds, shall be made in writing, certifi d by legal counsel for the 
LPNM. All notices or other communications to be given un er this Agreement shall be 
deemed to have been duly given, made, and received when deliv red personally or mailed by 
certified mail, return receipt requested and first class postage pre aid, to the parties' addresses 
set forth above, or to such other addresses as may be designated b a similar written notice. No 
waiver or amendment of this Agreement or any provision of this greement shall be effective 
unless in writing signed by the parties to this Agreement. 

15- Choice of Law and Forum. This Agreement sh
�=� onstrued and enforced in

accordance with the laws of the State of Michigru1 ......,,,..__."""""'=� _____ _..· ........................ -.... ............. 
grinciples. AnY- and all actions conceming...fillY-
maintained PnlY- in a State or Federal c

�Y- consent to the jurisdiction of any:..sY.C!l.QlllllJmQ...mllfili:mJ���ru!ll: such court. 

16. Counterparts. This Agreement may be signed in two or more
�
counterparts, which together 

shall comprise one and the same instrument. Faxed or scanned ignatures on this Agreement
shall be deemed to have the same legal effect as original signature 

17. Severability. To the extent any provision of this Agreement is rohibited by or invalid under
applicable law, such provision shall be ineffective to the extent of such prohibition or invalidity,
without invalidating the remainder of such provision or the maining provisions of this
Agreement.

18. Entire Agreement; No Third Party Beneficiaries. This A ment constitutes the entire
agreement between the parties relating to the holding, investmen and disbursement of Escrow
Funds and sets forth in their entirety the obligations and duties of scrow Agent with respect to
Escrow Funds. Nothing in this Agreement, express or implied, is intended to or shall confer
upon any other person any right, benefit or remedy of any n ture whatsoever under or by
reason of this Agreement.

19. WAIVER OF TRIAL BY JURY. EACH PARTY TO T
$ 

AGREEMENT HEREBY 
WAI VES ANY RIGHT THAT IT MAY HAVE TO A IAL BY JURY ON ANY 
CLAIM, COUNTERCLAIM, SETOFF, DEMAND, ACTION R CAUSE OF ACTION 
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(I) ARISING OUT OF OR N ANY WAY RELATED TO THIS AGREEMENT OR {II) IN
ANY WAY IN CONNE TION WITH OR PERTAINING OR RELATED TO OR
INCIDENTAL TO ANY D ALINGS OF THE PARTIES TO THIS AGREEMENT OR IN
CONNECTION WITH T IS AGREEMENT OR THE EXERCISE OF ANY SUCH
PARTY'S RIGHTS AND R MEDIES UNDER THIS AGREEMENT OR THE CONDUCT
OR THE RELATIONSHIP F THE PARTIES TO THIS AGREEMENT, IN ALL OF THE
FOREGOING CASES WH THER NOW EXISTING OR HEREAFTER ARISING AND
WHETHER IN CONTRAC , TORT OR OTHERWISE. EACH OF THE PARTIES HERETO
HEREBY FURTHER ACK OWLEDGES AND AGREES THAT EACH HAS REVIEWED
OR HAD THE OPPORTU ITY TO REVIEW THIS WAIVER WITH ITS RESPECTIVE
LEGAL COUNSEL, AND HAT IT KNOWINGLY AND VOLUNTARILY WAIVES ITS
JURY TRIAL RIGHTS FO

�
LOWING CONSULTATION WITH SUCH LEGAL COUNSEL. 

IN THE EVENT OF LITIG TION, THIS AGREEMENT MAY BE FILED AS A CONSENT 
BY ALL PARTIES TO A T  IAL BY THE COURT. 

The parties have sign� this Agreement and intend it to be effective as of the date set forth
above. 

RTY OF NEW MEXICO 

Its: _________ _ 

MERCANTILE BANK OF tCHIGAN 

By: _________ _ 

Its:. _________ _ 
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�Jl.&.U.a. .&. C1 

Receipt 

[See Attached Final Receipt and Release 
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EXHIBITB 

Invesnnents 

I 

• $. ____ invested in lF-month certificate of deposit at Mercantile Bank of Michige!h
! 

• $. ____ invested in 2/4-month certificate of deposit at Mercantile Bank of Michigan,.

Balance of $. _____ inve$ed in Money Market Checking Account at Mercantile Bank of 
Mictiige!h 

! 
I 
! 
I 

Upon maturity of the initial 2
�

month certificate of deposit at Mercantile Bank of Michigan 
detailed above and upon the turity of each subsequent 24-month certificate of deposit, the
investments of the Escrow F ds shall proceed as follows: 

I 

1. An amount equal to the th�n effective State Contribution Limit shall remain in the Money
Market Checking for disbursezrent in the next calendar year pursuant to the terms of this
Agreement; 

! 
' 

2. An amount equal to the th1n effective State Contribution Limit shall be invested in a 12-month
certificate of deposit at Mercitile Bank of Michigan; and

I 

3. Any amounts remaining ttjereafter shall be reinvested in a 24-month certificate of deposit at
Mercantile Bank of Michigan./

I 

! 
! 
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PROBATE COURT 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS 

IN THE MATTER OF THEE JATE OF 
FRANK W. CLINARD JR., ;f eased

FINAL RECEIPT AND RELEASE 

KNOW ALL MEN BY ESE PRESENTS that the Libertarian Party of New Mexico 

(hereinafter "Libertarian y") being a residual beneficiary under the Last Will and 

Testament of Frank W. Cli rd dated November 19, 2008 (duly admitted to probate in Case No. 

859, Probate Court, State New Mexico, County of Los Alamos), hereby acknowledges that it 

received from Los Alamos tional Bank ("LANB") as Agent for David Marion Clinard, Jr., 

Personal Representative o he Estate of Frank W. Clinard, Jr. identified above, an accounting, 

attached hereto as Schedu A, of all transactions pertaining to the Estate from the date of 

' death of Frank W. Clinard rough May 31, 2017 and it approves of said transactions and it 

further acknowledges that i shall receive the sum of One Hundred Eleven Thousand, Eight 

Hundred Sixty-Three Dalla and 52/100 ($111,863.52) in satisfaction of the distribution to 

which it is entitled pursua 1 to the terms of the Last Will and Testament. 

Libertarian Party, i successors and assigns, does by these presents remise, release, 

quit-claim, indemnify and rever discharge LANB, Los Alamos, New Mexico, its successors, 

assigns, employees, agent , officers and directors and David Marion Clinard, Jr., his heirs, 

successors and assigns, of d from all accounts and reckonings on the monies described herein, 
I 

and of and from all action 'suits, accounts, claims and demands whatsoever, for or by reason

thereof, or of any other a , matter, cause or thing whatsoever, arising from or attributable to 

LANB's or David Marion Cli rd, Jr. 's administration and management of said Estate. The 
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undersigned further declar s that he/she has the full authority of the governing body of

Libertarian Party to execut this Receipt and Release.

Libertarian Party al hereby agrees, to the extent of the air market value of the

distributions made and rec ipted for pursuant to this agreement, o refund such distribution to

the Agent for the Personal epresentative (1) to the extent such +stributions may ultimately

be determined to have bee in excess of the amounts properly di ributable and (2) to the

extent necessary to pay th amount of any tax, expenses, claim, amage, liability, loss,

demand or charge of any k d or nature whatsoever which LANB o David Marion Clinard, Jr.

may incur or which may be payable by said Agent or Personal Rep esentative because of, in

respect of, or in connectio with its acts, omissions, transactions, duties, obligations or

responsibilities as Trustee connection with this distribution.

IN WITNESS WHERE F, The Libertarian Party of New Mexic has caused this Receipt and

Release to be executed thi 2�ay of\ ..:. .... J]�(A,,=tt.L�-------'

F NEW MEXICO

Subscribed and swo n to before me this -� day of Urvz__

of New Mexico.

2017, by

My Commission Expire : O ¥'.'ll3/2'e li
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